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two-fifths of their slaves should not be enumera-
ted, i the apportionment of representation; and
the free States agreed, that there should be 1he
same sbatement in the proporticn of taxes to be
paid by the slave States; and it was further agreed
‘that fugitive slaves should he restored to their
owners, That wasacompromise, fair and equal
in its provisions, supported by mutnal equiva-
lents, and mmade between parties, who were in-
dependent of each other, and in every way, com-
petent to- contract - Here fe eral numbers are
proposed as a rule, to be prescribed by the sov-
- ereign power in the State. and not by agreement;
.nothing is offered in exchange for it; no compen-
sation is to be mad-; and the consent of those to
be effected by it, i3 not asked. * Whera, then, is
the analogy between the cases? Wouyld that
portion of the State, which insists on federal
numbers, as the basis of representation, be will
[ing that taxes shall be apportioned by the same
tule? Are they willing that the prouortion of
taxes to be paid by the slave-holdirg counties
shall be abuted two-tifths, as a compensation for
this reduction of their political influence
Allegany is now paying a tax on about three
and a half millions of property Prince George's
on overnine and a quarter millions. Now A lle.
gany proposes to curtail Prince Grorge's of two-
fifths of the political influence of herslaves, Will

she also relieve her of two-fifths of her burdens.

When the bill ot 1ights was under consideration.
we found gentlemen from the west voting with
great alucrity, that ‘“‘every person ouczht to con-
coutribute his proportion of public taxes tor the
support of government, ace: rding to his actual
worth inr-al and personal property ** Were gen.
“tlemen now willing to yield up the power of tax-
ingevery part of the State ¢qually? Present
such proposition 1o them, and we should soon be
told there was no compromise .in that We
.sh-uld find, the gentlemen ffom Allegany and
Washington counties,and all who are.. now act-
ing ¥With them except certan gentlemen  from
counties where slaves were abundant, and who
were themieives large slave-holders, strongly
opposi-g sach a _pioposjtion. . ,
‘Marylaud, Mr President, is a slave State, and
has been from an early period. That institution
bas uniformly been sustained and .encouraged hy
-our laws; and even dyring the session of this body
we bave. by a sol ‘mn vote, determined that the
legislature shall not interfere with the rela}ion of
master and slave. That vote was u-animoys
Slavery thén exists by the unanimous concurience
of the whole State. v '
Every partof the State deemes it und-r exist.
ing circumstances, an_institution s interw iven
with the interests of Marylaud, as to be ivsepara-
bie from them  If it be wrong or” injurious, all

are equally responsible, and, as a ¢ ns quence, |

all age bound to share the,;burden. The nu nber
of slaves ih the State is ninety thousand three
bundred apd fifty-five—nearly one = sixth of ihe
whole population. They displace the same num-
pumber of freemen. 1If they were expelled
their. places would soon be filled by a free pop-
ulation., ,

_Now, we all know that slavery is very uue-

' qually distributed through. the State. In the
whole State, the slaves are to the whole populs-
tion, as one to six; in Allegany as one to thirty-
one, and in Prince George’s, more than one-half

- of the whoie population are slaves.

Thus while the institation of slavery displaces
orexcludes rdth the whole State a free yopula-
tion equal to one-sixth of the popul tion from
Prince George's it displaces a number more than
equal to one-haif, and from Allegany 2 number
only equal to one-thirty-tirst part ot the whole
of its population.

The effect of adopting the basis of federal num-
bers, is to throw the loss occasioned by slavery,
thus established and sustained by the unaninious
consent of all, on the particular portions of the
State in which slaves happen to be most numer-
ous. Noargument s uecessary to expose the
glaring injustice of such a proposition.

But we are told that federal numbers were
agreed to by the act of 1836. It is troe that
the small counties did then agree to federal num-
bers. but how? At that time each county bad
an equal representation in the House of Dele.
gates. The smaller counties yielded up a por-
tion of their political power, but they yielded for
an equivalent. They received in refurn what
was supposed to be ample security for their pro-
tection and safety. The act of 1836 was a com-
promise; ahd was assented to as such. Now,
one of the parties to that compromise, who has
enjoyed, and is now enjoying its benefits, seeks
to alter its terms, and yet reproaches us. be.
cause we do not feel willing to be bound by the
terms of that arrangement under the cijcum.
stances as preposed to be changed. Sir, it js
neither just, nor according to rules of fair deal-
ing among private persons, to hold one party to
a strict per'ormance of a contract, which hag
been vio'ated by the opposite party. The wes-
tern counties accepted the compromise of 1836,
and at the rime were content with it; and we. .
now say to them if you are willing to abide by
that arrangement, we are wil'ing; but if you re-
pudiate its provisions, we will no longer adhere
to federal numbers,

The gentleman from Allegany, (Mr. Weber,)
wishes to go even further than federal inmbeérs;
he wishes that representation should be distrib-
uted, on the basis of white population. Ip his.
generosity, he is willing to exclude the entjre
black race from the enumeration; he does not
press it, but would be willing 1hat his county
should derive no increase of power from that
class of population, if the other counties also ex.
cluded them from the count. 7his is a wonder-
fut act- of generosity! And pray. sir, what
woutld the gentleman lose by i1? "Wkhat is the
amount of the sacrifice which be is prepared to
make on the altarof harmony and fyaternal kind.
ness? In Allegany there, are 397 free blacks,
and 724 slaves; in all, 1,121. In Prince George's
 there are 1.138 free blacks, and 11,510 slaves;
in all, 12,648. Now, the gentlemar from Alle.
gany says, [ am wiliing that my 1,121 blacks
~hall go for nothing in the distribution of polit-
ical power, if Prince George’s will consent that




