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the colonization society. In 1849-'50, thedoors
were opened and the privilege was given to the
citizens to purchase slaves wherever they pleas-
ed, (under certain restrictions,) and introduce
them into the State free from all burdens which
formerly existed. He then asserted it, without
fear of contradiction, that the State of Maryland
upon the subject of slavery, was in the year 1850
more healthy than she had been for the last
thirty years. W hat bad transpired since that
time, to convince this Convention that the State
would not continue in this healthy condition?

If any thing:had transpired, widening this
change, he was not aware of it. He was stild
willing to trust his native State upon this or any
other suhject; she hud ever been honest to her
citizens, and. he feit convinced that she would
50 continue wherever the balance of power might
be. It would not be the western po tion of the
State, nor the city of Baltimore, which would de-
mand a chsnge ppon this all absorbing aud inters
esuing subject. :You may fetter matter hut you
cannot chain the wind. It cannot be regilated.
it would act. And he would wot be surprised.go
see in twentg years, (if he lived so lung,) thexe
verv counties wh ch are now so jealous of their
rights, ki ocking: at the doors of your Jegislative
halls askirg reli-{ upon this very subject. He
did not believe, that thrre was a ¢:tizen in this
State who would be willing-to see immediate
emancipation take place. Such a pro.edure
would be vital to the best interest, of both classes
of sociely; nor did he belicve there would be any
material change upan that subject within fi‘ty
years to come. The citizens ot the lower coun-
ties had nothing to fear upon that score. By
colonization alone could this chauge be made.
The time would come, he admitted, when the
State would fe€l the necessity of remuving this
class of persons from her borcers. Wheneves
that peried arrived, he could not, whether the
balance of power existed in the Eastern or West-
ery Shore. the upper or the Jower counties —he
repeated iL. that whenever the citizens of Mary-
land feit that it was of vital imp: rtance to lier
growth and weaith, that this change should ne
made it would be effected. But that p riod, he
predicted, would not arrive until these very coun-
ties in which this property now existed 1o a
very great extent, had ca'led upon the Legisla-
ture of your State, demanding by their petitions,
this very change. He would again call the at-
tention of gentlemen on this fluor to the action
of this Convention and the Legislature of 1849
a~d ’50. He was unwilling to distrust the ciii-

- zens of Maryland, she was willing a+ d ever had
been to prutect ber citizens; she could 1.0t prove
recreant tu that holy uust  He spoke individu-
ally; he had lived in this State from his birth; it
was the laid of his nativity; protection had al-
ways been extended to him both in his person
and his property.
that this question prevented many gen'lenien
‘rom the Eastern Shore, coming up and voting
for the compromise measure proposed by the g-u-
tieman (rom Washington. He helieved that it
was the only compromise which could be carried

He (Mr. B.,) hat understood

in this House. Mr. B. said, that he was not wil-
ling, like the gentleman fron Moatzorery. to
remain h« re this year and the next—thus runuing
the Stute into an unnecessury expeuse, wi.hout
even the prospect of effecting any good for the
people—rather than yie d his opirions to the bet-
ter judrment to the sages of this Convention.
Thoughjfirm he was not ovstinate in his opinions.
He was willing to compare nges, and h at the
opinions ard reasons of other gentlemen; and if
his judgment could be convineced, no man would
ahandos his opinions sooner than he, upon con-
viction of his error. If there was a personal dif-
ference between himseif and neighbor, he was
always willing to compromis: upon fair «nd hon-
orable terms. Allusion had b en m.de to the
caucuses held a short time since in the other wing
of this building, by that portion of this Con-en-
tion known as the Reformers. tle asked these
very particulir gentlemen from his own county,
who Jooked upon caucuses with -uch ho'y horror,
how did they obtain their nomination for a ~eqt
in this Conveurion last fall? It wa= by a caucus
arrangement. He would sk the gentleman
from Kent, (Mr. Chambers,) if he were not vne
of the most active and zeulous members of that
caucus, which nomina‘ed and se ected you, Vir.
Pres deut, the presiding officer of this Conven-
tion? ’

Mr Cuameers replied that he had answered
that que-ti n halfa doz-n times.

Mr. BReweg said, that the gentleman was one
of the most influential mewmbers of that caucus.
He would propound another interrozatory to the
geut:eman, as he hed not answered the ques ion
a~ propounded 1o himon yesterday. It was this:
id he ot know that the anti-reformers had met

or intended Lo meet on Friday night la-t; and did

he not co-operate with them, although not pre-
sent?

Mr. CHamBERS. | answer dist nctly unequivo-
ca'ly, and absolutely. without reserve. No

Mr. BREwWrR said, this is the first time that his
friend from Kent, had po-itively d-nied beiug in
what caucus. Was there not such a caucus: and
was not the question now b-fore this Convention,
discussed iv that caucus, and measures adopted
ny which they were to be carried in this body? s
there a geotleman here who wa- present au that
caucus, who would let him kuow?

Mr. Serice. | do not kuow

Mr. Baewer  You might not have been pre-
sent; such was the rumor, that a caucus was to
have been held by the anti-reform party of this
Convention. ,,

Mr. Sprige. The gentleman is mistaken.
. Mr. Brewer did not deny that he was present
at a caucus. All great measures origina-e in
caucus. The compromise measures. by which
the general government of these United States
were made firm and secure, were adopted in the
Senate by arrangemeut. Genl'emen of both
political parties, and from every section «f the
country, consulted t ge her for the general weal,
‘dopted the vi-ws eontained in the comprumi-e,
and offerrd them to the Ameriran peo. le as a
peace offering to tve Noith avd to the South.
Would any gentleman here say that Daniel Weo-



