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fot dare to ray that this was not a republican go-
vep. mept—yet it was net founded upon the doc-
trine of representation according to population,
absolute and unqualified—aye, not at all in any
of its departments. This principle was most de-
cidedly checked in the formation of the United
States Seuate, and by the executive bead in
whom was not only lodged the veto power,
but who was after elected %)y a minority of the
people, (wholesome checks!) A true principle
needs no che:ks.

And furthermore, thiey were all aware that,
but lutely, a mighty excitement had shaken the
foundation’of this Union, to its very centre, un-
til ev. ry patiict heart began to quake with fear
that the hour of its des ruction had come. Who
took part in that struggle? Democrats of Vir-
gima and South Caruling, and all over the South
—Democrats as pure and souund in the faith, as
any of the reform party in this hall!  And what
did they claim as a condition upon which they
would be willing to remain in the Union. That
some further check should be placed in the Con-
stitution of the Unit:d States, to protecti them
from the power of the majority of the North.
Some permanent provi-ion, that could not be al-
tered, which wou'd guarantee to them the safety

“of their peculiar inteiests and institutions.

Aye, it the dust of Calhoun could speak from
its honored resting place this day, (than whom,
one of the most ultra advocates of this theory of
the right of majorities torule, on this floor, { VIr.
Brown, of Carroll.] thought no greater or purer
man ever lived,) if that duet could speak, <ir its
language would be that this should be the only
.condition upon which the South would mantain
‘the Union. We find, then, sir, that this principle
is not carried out in the formation of vur national
goverament, and that leading democrats wished
to gee it further checked and circumseribed in its
‘Constitution,

I will pow attempt to show that it is impossi-
ble to carry it out in any government whatever.

- What consuitutes a man a representative. The
‘mere fact that he comes from a particalar por-
tion of thia State? Does this alone make him a
representative of the people, from whom he
comes? Cerlainly not—something else is neces-
sary to make him a representative, besides the
fact of his.being a delegate. He must represent
the opinions and sentiments of a majority of the

~ wYole people from whom he comes.  [s not this

_a true definition of the term representative?
Then, though you establish this imaginary basis
of representalion, according to population, yet
under its practical operation,a Legislature might
be elected which represented a minority of the
people—that though a large majority of the peo-
ple of Maryland are whigs, they might very of-
ten have democratic Legislatures, about which

our demacratic {rievds would never complain, I

~ 'am sure, though attained at the sacrifice of the
~ principle they seem to love so much.

For instance, suppose the political character of
the ngis_latur_e, at any particular time, should
dépend upon the delegl%tes from Washinglon an'!
Frederick counties. The whig ticket in Wash-_
ington, should be elected by four “thousand ma

jority— the Democratic ticket in Frederick
should be elected by fifty; thus making the Legis-
Jature democratic; yet if the whigs of the two
counties were added together, it would be found
that t ey were largely in the majority; thus se-
curing the ascendancy to a minority of tbe peo-
ple, vot only in these two counties, but in the
whole State. o

And again Had gentlemen ever considered the
great disproportion betweeu that pari of the peo-
ple—the voters—from whom the elections pro-
ceedgd, and the whole people ! Where is the
principle, founded in right and justice, existing
in the nature of things, that required that no per-
son should vote under twenty-one years of age’
Where is the principle which excludes women
from voting? | know of none such. If there i,
I should like to see it proved and establisted.
Thus the representatives to the Legislature are
chosen by about one-eight of the whole peopie
whom they profess to represent under the opera-
tion of the purely abituary rules which prescribes
the qualifications of voters, by what nght have
we to say that any Legislature, thux chover, se-
flects the sentiments and opinions of a majority
of the whole pevple. If women were allowed
10 vote, there never wouyld be a democratic Legis-
lature, for they, (God bless them,) are aiway
whigs. (Laughter.)

The very priuciples which lay at the founda-
tion of government, those which prescribea the
qualiﬁcations of voters, were purely arbitrary ir
the foundation be arbitrary, you can raise no
other than an arbitrary structure upon it. The
only fixed principle which shou d direct the fui-
mation of government is equal protection Lo &l
the interests of every kind within the sphere of
its operation. Every other must give way to Lhs
or it loses its republican character.

From what are we to pather the true princi-
ples of a republican government ? From the rea-
sons and objects for which it 1s establi-hec.
These are the index to and the best commerila-
ry upon the character of its principles. The great
end, to be accomplished in the establishment of
a republican government, is the good and bet«fit
of all upon whom it is to operate, not for auy
po tion however great or small, but for the good
.f all the people, and for the equal protection of
a:l the interesls recognised by its institations.
Any government that does not secure this sacri-
fices the doctriue of equal rights and equal priv:-
leges, and fails to carry out the purposes for
which it was established. |f this can be done
under the operation of representation according
to population, as undersiood here by gentlemen
who advocated it, [ should have no objection to
see it engrafted upon our Constitution. It this
principle can be carried out. and give. at the
same tlime, equal protection to ever part of
Maryland, I should vote for it with all my hee1t.
But how can this be done by the basis of repre-
sentation advocated by the Reform party in e
Convention ?

The rights to be protected and secured by gos-
ernment are of two kinds, the nights of persons
and the rights of property. The rights of per-
sops do not furnish the proper principle in ac-



