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the hand of an ancestor, and would save it if
possible from the woodman’s axe; but if the axe
had to be laid to its roots—if it must be given to
the flames, and its ashes scattered to the winds
of Heaven—without even a twig being left to
lay up.in the casket of memory—I could not re- 1
frain from giviug it a tear. 'Tis thus that | feel !
towards the old Constitution of Maryland  Every |
man here knows that there are glotious associ- l
ations and ‘memorie- connected with it—every !
body kuows ‘that the people of Muaryland have

fived unde. it happity and prosperously. and that

she now stands—and no son of hers will deny !
it—oue of the brighést stars in the galaxy of this

Union.

Yes! they had lived happily under it, they had
prospered under it, and now that a new state of
things was, to be brought about, the end of which
we know not, it was 1nost natural that we should
feel some little desire to express a sentiment of
respect, Lo pay one tribute, to that which was
passiug away, which would so:soun be

“Gone glimmering thro’ the dream of things that
were.” :

1 bave, Mr. President, another object in troub-
\ing the Convention oua this occasion, which 1
hope ‘will be considered a sufficient rqzson for
my ntrusion upon its time and patiende. [ re-
ipresent a county, sir, upon this fpor, which, by
some means or other, (1 shall notattempt to say
what they were,) has sent a mixed delegation to
this Conyention—gentlemen who, by their votes
here, have given expression to different opinions
in regard (o this great question ol representation
I wish to know, sic, who of thesec delegates are
right—who represented the true sentiments of‘the
psople of Moutgomery? I call upon them to say
wha they are. 1 will express my opinions free-
;ly{and in expryssing them, will say that they re-

ect the opinions of a large majority of the peo-
ple I represent upon this floor. I say this bold-
ly and defg contradiction 1 say. sir, that the
people of Montgomery never will sanction any
plan of represeataticn which recognises pogula-
tion, solely, as its basis—which asserts th#'doc-
trine of the abriolute right of mere majorities of
punibers to ruje, My people will not sanction
it, in anyshape or form whateyer; aud 1. as their
representative, cannot sanction it. I say, sir
they will not,, and I believe 1 know their feelings
and sentiments upon this subject. If this is not
20, jet those of itheir delegales here who differ
with me de ay the truth of what L assert.  What!
Montgome sy desert old St. Mary’s now—that
noble cou'aty, sacred to the memeory of the Pil-
grim fat'nera of Maryland, around which were
gathered wemories and associations which made
the he:i .t of avery true son of this gallant State
throb with pride ! Moutgomery desert the gen-
erous and hospitable southern counties of Mary-
Jand,, which have done s0 much for,the glory and
ha.yor of the Stele—the nau es of many of whose
§.one adoryed the history of their copniry ! She
desert them, and be willing to see them struck

dows, shorn :pf , their power, and made mere al-
moners upon the mexcy of Baltimore city and the

upper counties? Never. never, would she con-
sent to Lhis upon any terms whatever: and | as-
sert this here as her representative—nor can |
agree thus to trample upon the graves of my an-
cestors—whuse dust sieeps in the busom of St.
Mary’s,upon the batk of the bea tHul Patusent!

Beside this, sir, Mountgoméry bad a feeiing of
self-interest ip this maltter, for she oo was a
small county, and i the plan, pow under con-
sideration prevailed, 1t would take from ber one
half of the political power and influence wluch
shie now exercises 1n the Legislature of Mary-
iand; and, sir, while it adds to the power and
strength of the upper counties aud the city of
Baltimore, it cuts Montgomery down. As a
faithful representative and servant o. hers. {
never can, so help me Goud. I pever will consent
to this, let the consequences be whut they may.

The interests ol Moulgomery, sir, are more
identified with those of the lower part of Mary-
land, than they are with those of the upper
conunties and Baltimore, notwithstanding 1l bes
been said that she was a western county. She
is divided, as it were, {rom these counhiies by
the Baitimore and Ohio Railroad, and her mar,
ket was in the tities of the District of Columbuia,
and not in Baltimore. She bhas, 100, a large
slave-holding interest,w hich will suffer under the
operation of this planu 1t shovid be cerriec out.
For these reasons, sir. she will not agree 1o be
shorn of the power whieh she bas hitherto pos-
sessed—the power- of sell-profection. And,
sir, Rer claims and the claims of southern Ma-
ryland, rest upon the soundest foundation of rea-
son, justice and right.

1 have heard the rights of the people spoken
of, but | have not -heard it stated whet they
were. | have heard the right of mere majorities
to rule asserted—but it has been mere astsertien.
I have heard no preof to estabhish the truth of
this theory. I should like to bear the proof. It is
not fair for those who style themselves. parez-
céllence, the reformers of the Convention. to
push this matter to a cpnclusion so soori. |
should like them before thev adopt this pronosi-
tion (which I believe they will do) to gwve their
reasons for so doing, to the people of Marvland -
—not to confine their discussious within the
walls of a secret caucus—but to give their er-
gumetits here, that they may go upon the re.
cord—here in the presence of the people openly,
boldly and freely.

Let them sustain their theory of tke right of
majorities to govern under any and all circum-
stances in the face of day that all may hear them
—tell the people ot lower Maryland why you
strip them of the power they have hitherte pos-
sessed—the power to protect their right< andin-
terests.by some argument at least to make them
believe that you are sincere in the opinions
which drive you to do this unholy act. ar vou
will plant a feeling—bitter and renkling—in
their bdsoms which no time or ‘circumstances
can ever obliterate. Yon will break the ties of
brotherhood that have heretofore bound us to
you. ‘

it is not my intention to detain the Corver-



