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so much veneration for the old Constitution as
to be rehuctant to lay his hands upon it, although
he was tfully aware that whatever we do here
would be in part to change its character in some
dezree  He looked with areat respect cn some
of tine clavses in that instrument, and thonght
they had worked well  Abuses, it is true, have
crept in, and he was ready to co-operate with
gentlemen around him in their correction where
tney existed.  Buat in this artiecle he saw no ne-
ces<ity for any ecrange.  He kuew there had
heen a good deal of ditterence of omnion on the
distinetion between citizens ot the Ntate and eiti-
zens of the United States. Althouch he could
Lot conear moall the views which had been
thrown outin these discussions. there were some
to whien he save his assent  And for the prin-
ciple o ohviating all ditlieulties he now pro-
posed i livcof the amendment of the gentle-
men trom Kent, to insert the clanse as it stood in
the ol! Constitution,  without aiteration, and
whienh he would now read,

“ Everv tiee, white. male eitizen of this State
above twentv-one vears of ace, and no other.
havinz resided twelve months within this State
and sIN morths i the county, or in the eity of

Annanolisor Balumore, next preceding the elece !
. |

tion at wiieh hie offors to vote <hall have a 1icht
of siitise. 4 vote by ballot, in the elee-
tion of s eh connty or e itv, or either of them, for
Flectors ut the Pre<ident and Viee President of
tiie Uteted States, furrepresentatives in this State
or the ( oneress of the United States tor Dele-
gates to the General Assembly of this State *

* * and sheriis,

Judze CHamBERs reminded the Convention that
the instrument {rom whica the gentleman from
Cecil had read liis amendment was not the oriei-
nal Con~titation of’ 1776, but was comparatively
a late attuir, (1309. 3\ The language of the old
Constitution was very different as inay be seen by
a reference to the proceedings on ity adoption.
I‘he langnage of” the old Constitution runs thus -

“All freemen, above twentv-one vears of ace,
hanno a tree-hold of fifty acres of land in the
courty in which thev offer to vote and residing
therein, and a!l free nen havine property in this
State above the value ot €50 enrrent inoney, and
havine resided 10 the e connty i whie )the\ oﬂer
to vule one wihole vear next pre(‘edmtr the elec-
tion, <hail have a right of ~ullral’(, in the election
of delerates for such county,

He supposed that wiiey the amendment was
ma-le which had just been <ubmitted, it was be-
cause we required citizenship, which was not re-
quired in the old Constitution.  ‘I'bat instrument
ouly required that persons
the \thc—lt also used onh the word ¢ free,”
not - ivee white.” Conceive the phraseology
GILLFH in the shizhtest possible dewrce, what
wouid be the effeet? We have citizens of the
State certainly ; as nothing is more common than |
to pass laws to enable foreigners to hold estates
Now he did not desire to iusert any language
which does not convey the precise idea intended
o be conveyed. He wished it to be distinctly
indicated what a citizen of the State is.

..1'\‘»,11

should be residents of

He
hoped the gentleman from Cecil would see the 'at different places.

propriety of reinstating the words in the original
insttument which a subsequent Convention struck
out. Because that Convention had thought it
expedient to introduce this amendment, it was
by no means necessary that we should follow in
ihgir steps, 1t appears to me, as it did to the
Committee. that these eitizens are entitled by
their residence to the enjovment of the elective
franchise at all the elections.

Mr. M'Lave did not think that the fact of an
individual holdine Jand should constitute him a
citizen.  But hie wonld not press his amendment
now. as he wounld have the opportunity to offer it
when the report was made to the House.

Mr. Prext, of Baltimore, asked for the read-
ing of the <ection.

The section was accordingly read.

Mr. MeHexry moved to mnend by qtrlkmg ou
the words trom the word ¢ election’’ in the
third line to the word ¢“and”’in the fifth line, be-
ing as foliows, “at which he otfers to vote shall
have a richt of suffrage,’” and inserting in lieu
thereof the words following :

‘¢ Shall, unless excluded by other provisions of
the Constitution, be entitled to vote at every
public election in the election district where his
residence may have been established
days preceding such election, and not elsewhere.”

The Clair sugoested that that amendment
would be in order after the one now pendmg
shall have been disposed of.

The Cuair stated the question.

Mr. Doxvatpsox proposed to insert the time,
and moved to fill the blank with sixty days.

Mr. MclHExry suggested that a vote should
first be taken on the princip’e. '

Mr. Donatpsox. No. Sir—it is a practical
matter as to the ‘ength of time.

After some conversation, Mr. McHexry
moved to fill the hlank with ten days.

Mr. Puerps moved thirty days. |

‘The question was taken ou inserting sixty days,
and was reject d.

And the gquestion was tuken on inserting thirty
days, and 1ejected. .

And the question was taken on inserting ten
doys and rejected.

Mr. Brown enquired of the Chair, whether it
would now be in order to move an amendment
to the proposition of the geutleman from Isent,
(Mr CHaMBERS.)

The Chairman said it was notnow in order.
The pending proposition had not yet been dis-
| posed of .

Mr. McHexky enforced the propriety of the

adoption of lus amendment. by reference to the
changes which were proposed to be made in the
new Constitution, and the elections which would
: grow onut of them and he defended it against the
supposition that there was anything in it which
would interpose new restrictions upon voters.
| Mr. Puerps sajd the object of the amendment
he had proposed was to put/the wards of the
‘ City of Baltimore, on a footing with the counties.
We have been told that the frauds do not usually
grow out of fraudulent naturalization papers,
but from the same individuals casting their votes
He wished to reach this
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