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affemblykthe governor, with the advice of the council, may appoint and commiflion a fit and proper p:rfon to fuch
vacant oMce, 1o hold the fame until the meeting of the next general aflembly. |

14. ¢ That the fenate be chofen in the following marncy: All perfons, qualified as aforefa:d to vote for county
delegates, fhall on the frft Monday of September 1781, and cn the fame day mn every fitth year for ever therealter,
cleét wiva voce, by a majority of votes, two perfons for their ref] &ive counties, qualtfied as aforeliid to be eletted
county delcgartes, (o be ele€tors of the fenate; and the fherift of each county, or in cafe of ficknels hus depu y (fum-
moning two jullices of the county who are required to atterd for the prefervation of the pe.ce) (hall hoid and be
judge of the faid election, and make return thereof as atorefaid. .

15. * That the faid elc&tors of the fenate meet at the city «f Annapolis, or fuch other place as fhall be ap-
pointed for convening the legiflature, on the third Monday in Scptember 1781, ard on the {fume day in every fifth
year for ever thereaiter, and they, or any twenty-four of them fo met, fhall proceed to ele@, by balict, either out
of their cwn body, or the people at large, fifteen fenators, (nire of whom to be refidents on the ‘'weflern, and fix to
be refdents on the caltern fhore) men of the moft wifdom, experience and virtue, above tweaty-five years of age, re-
fidents of the fatc above three whole years next preceding the cledion, and having therein feal and perfonal
propeity above the value of one thoufand pounds current money. -

10. ¢ 'I'nat the lenato:s fh}all-'be balloted for at une and the tame time, and out of the gentlemen, refidents of the
weitern fhore, who fall be propofcd as fenators, the pine, who fhall on firikirg the ballots appear t have the greatelt
numbers in their favour, fhail be accordingly declared and retuined duly cle@ed ; and out of the gentiemen, refi-
dents of the cattern thore, who fhall be propofed as {:nators, the fix who fhals, on ftriking the ballots, appear to have
ihe greateft numbers in their favour, fhall be accerdingly declered and rerurced culy elected 5 and if two aor more, on
the tame fhore, fhall have an equal number of ballots in theis favour, by which the choice fhall not be determined
on the firlt ballur; then the elettors ihall again ballot before they feparate, in whick they fhall be confined to the per-
{5ns, who on the firlt ballet fhall have had an equal pumber ; and they who fhall have the gr-ateft number 'in their fa-
vous on the fccond ballet, fhall be accordingly declared and reterned duly cl:&ed ; ard if the whole siumbzr fhould
not thus be made up, becaufe of an equal number on the fecond ballot ftill being in—favour of two or more per-
fons, then the elzétion fhall be determined by lot, betwee n thofe who have equal numbers; which proceedings of
" the clectors fhall- be certified under their hands and returned to the chancellor for the time being.

17. ¢ Thatthe electors of {enators fhall judge of the gua.if cations 2nd elections of members ot their body, and on a
contefted ele@ticn fhall adn:it to a feat, as an elector, fuch qual:fizd perfon, as fhall appear to them to have the great-
eli number of legal votes in his favour. ' | ( :

18. ¢ That the elettors immediately on their meeling, and Lefore they proceed to the eleion of fenators, take
fuch oath or zfirmation of fuppart and fidelity ¢ this flare, as t".is coavention or the leyiflature ihall dire, and alfo
an oath or affirmation *¢ to eleét, without tavour, affection, pattizlity, or prejudice, {uch perfons for fenatuss as they,
in their judgment and confcience, .elieve beft qualified £rr toe wiiice.” . )

19. ¢ ‘I'nat in cafe of rcfufal, death, refignation; difquiih aucen, or rgmaml. cut of this flate, of any f{enator,
or on his becoming governor, or a member of the coarcil, th: fena.x fhali immediatcly thereupen, or at their next
meeting thereafter, elet by ballot, in the fame manrer as th2 cl:ct is#re above dire€ted 1o chufe f:nators, another
perfon in his place, for the remainder of the faid term of fi e y-ais. o

20. ¢ Tha: not lefs than a majority of the fenate, with their prefi fent. (to te chefen by them by ballot) thall con-
fiitate an houfe for the tranfaGing any bufinefs, other.than that ¢! ac) TR,

21. < ‘T'hat the fenate fhall judge ot the elettions ard qunlification of iena-ors.

22. ¢ That the fenate may originats any other, except :mwomey blls, <o which their afl:nt or diffent cnly thall
be given, and-may Teceiveany-other-bils from —the howfe-of celoga s, ana aifent, diilvrtor propofe amendments,

23. ¢ That the general sflembly mect an-uilly, én the firle vionday of Nevember, and if neccflary oftener.

24. ** That each hoafe thall appoint its own cftic s, and faice its own 1oles of proceeding. |

25. ¢ 'I'hat a perfon of wi{dom, experience, and virtue, iall be chofest governor, o the fecond Monday of No-
vember feventeen hunired and fevensy-feven, and on the {econd Monday in every year tor ever thereafter, bty the joint
baliot of both houfss, to be taken in gach houf: refpettively, dep. fitzd in a conterence room, the boxes to be exa-
m:ned by a joint committee of both houfrs, and the pumbers {everal y reported, that tae appointment may be eatered ;
which mode of taking tiie joint ballot of both houfes fhall be ado; t2d in il cafes. But it two or more thill have
an cqual number of ballots in sheir faveur, by ‘which the ctcice thail nct be determinzd on ¢ ¢ £t ballot, then
a fecond baliot fhall be taken, which th:ll be confined to tre p.rfors, who en the firlt ballot (hail have had an
equal cumber ; and if the ballots fhou'd again be equal bewween two or more perfons, then the cletion of the go-
verior fhall be Getermined by lot, between thofe who have equal numbers. ‘

26. ¢ That the fenators and delegates, on the {econd s u.-fday of Ncvember feventeen hundred and fiventy
feven, and annusly on the fecond 'l uetcay of November for ever thereafter, eleCt by joint ballot, in the fame manner
us {enators are directed to be chofen, five of the mott fenfilile, difcreet, and experienced men, above twenty-five
vears ot age, rcfideats in the ftate above three years next preceding the cle@ion, and having therein a freehold in
lands and tcnements, zbove the vaiue of one thoufand pounds current morey, to he the ccurcil to the gove nor, whofc
proceedings fhall be always entered on record, to any pant wherzof any rwialer may enter his diflent, and their

advice,



