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3. That the inhabirants of Maryland are entitled to the. common law of England, and d‘{;’ :i"‘a‘Ath jury,
according to the courfe of that law, and to the benefit of fuch of the li.n'glkxﬂl ftatutes as exitte dat the time
of their tiifl emigration, and which by experience have been found applicable to their local and other cir-
cumitances, ‘and of fuch others as have been fince made in England or (Great-Britain, 3I}d have bec“h‘"g"{;
duced, ufed, and praifed by the courts of law or equity ; and alfo to all adts of gﬂembly in forct:)c on the hs
of June feventeen hundred and feventy-four, except fuch as may have fince expired, . or have 'Feﬂ, '?" maz
be altered by aés of Convention, or this declaration of rights ; fubje neverthelefs to the revi 1o§llod, .an“
amendment or repeal by, the legiflature of this ftate ; and the inhabitants of Maryland are alf()énlf!:lp t%:l-
property derived to them trom or under the charter granted by his majefty Charles the aicft, to Cac lus.
vert, baron of Balumore. : _ he truftees

4. That all perfons invefted with the legiflative or executive powers of government, are the tru :
of the public, and as fuch accountable for their condudt, wherefore whenever the ends of gov%’nénef;
are perverted; and pubdlic liberty manifeftly endangered, and all other means of redrefs arc ine t;_ ual,
the people may, and of right ought, to reform the old, or eftablith a new government; the do&rgl.t;].o 'QOH(;-
refiftance againit arbitrary power and oppreffion, is ablurd, (lavith, and deftru@ive of the good and happing
of mankind. , . ] . dth

5. That the right in the people to participate in the legiflature 1s the beft fecurity of liberty, and-tne
foundation of all free government ; for this purpofe eleGtions ought to be free and frequent, and every {n:]n
having property in, a common intereft with, and an attachment to, the community, ought to have a right
of {uffrage. '

6. That the legiflative, executive and judicial powers of government, ought to be for ever feparate and
diftin& from each other.

2. That no power of fufpending laws, or the execution of laws, unlefs by or derived from the legif-
lature, ought to be exercifed or allowed. . .

8. That freedom of fpeech, and debates, or proceedings, in the legiflature, ought mot to be impeached
in any other court or judicature. ) ; . b bers

9. That a place for the meeting of the legiflature ought to b'e fixed, the moit convenient to tde m;mld :
thereof, and to the depofitory of the -public records, and the legiflature ought net to be convene or held &
any other place but from evident necefhity. _ - : . , h

10. That for the redrels of grievances, and for amending, ftrengthening and preferving the laws, the
legiflature ought to e frequently convened. ) . . . ble

11. That every man hath a right to petition thg_leglﬂaturc for the redrefs of grievances, n 2 peacea
and orderly manner. o , :

12. That ‘no aid, charge, tax, burthen, fee, or fees, ought to be ff:t, rated, or levied, under any pre-
tence, without the confent of the legiflature. - . )

13. That the levying taxes by the poll is grievous and oppreflive, and ought to be abolifhed ; that pau-
pers ought not to be affeffed for the fupport of govcrnment,"but every other Qerfon in ghc ftate ought to con=
tribute his proportion of public taxes for the fupport of government according to his adtual worth in real
or perfonal property within the ftate ; yet fines, duties or taxes may 'prqp'erly and juftly be xmgg_fgq..:.or laid
with a political view for the good government and benefit of the community. e :

14. That fanguinary laws ought to be avoided, as faras is confiftent with the fafety of the flate; and
no law to infli& cruel and unufual pains and penalties ought to be made, in any cafe, or at any time here-
after. ' i K ~
I5. T\hg,t) retrofpeive laws, punithing falls committed before the exiftence of fuch laws, and by them
only declared criminal, are oppreffive, unjuft, and incompatible with liberty ; wherefore no ex po/? fallo law
ought to be made. | , |

~.16. That no law to attaint particular perfons of treafon or felony, ought to be made in any cafe, or at
any time hereafter. S ' | .

17. That every freeman for any injury done to him in ' his perfon or property, ought to have remedy
by the courfe of the law of the land, and ought to have juftice and right, freely without [ale, fully without
any denial, and fpeedily without delay, according to the law of the land. = . o

18. That the trial of fa&s where they arife, is one of the greatett fecurities of the lives, liberties, and
eftate of the people. » o ‘ | . -

19. That in all criminal profecutions, every man hath a right to be informed of the gccufatnonvagamﬁ‘
him, to have a copy of the indiCtment or charge in due time (if required) to prepare for his de'fence:,d | (t)t; :5 '



