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of the PROVINCE of MARYLAND. 1

ftrained them to declare themlélves Independent States, and to aflume government under the authority of the
people, Therefore We, the delegates of Maryland, in free and full Convention aflembled, taking into Uur
moft ferious confideration the beft means of eﬁabli{hing a good conftitution in this ftate, for the furey foun~
dation, and more permanent fecurity thereof 3 Declare, |

¢ . That all government of right originates from the people, is founded in compact only, and inftituted

folely for the good of the whole. , . ‘ )

472, That the people of this ftate ought to have the fole and exclufive tight of regulating the internal go-
vernment and police thereof. , o 1

¢ 2. That the inhabitants of Maryland are entitled to the common law of England, and the trial by jury,
accorﬁing to the courfe of that law, and to the benefit of fuch of the Englifh ftatutes as exifted at the time
of their tirft emigration, and which by experience”have been fourd applicable to their local and other cir-
cumltances, and of fuch others as have been fince made in England or Great-Britain, and have been intro-
duced, ufed, and pra&tifed by the courts of law or equity ; and alfo to all aéts of affembly in force on the firft
of June feventeen hundred and feveﬁty-four, except fuch as may have fince expired, or have been, or may
be altercd by a&ts of Convention, or this declaration of rights ; fubje& neverthelefs to the revifion of, and
amendment or repeal by, the legiflature of this ftate ; and thé inhabitants of Maryland are alfo entitled to all
property derived to them from or under the charter granted by his majefty Charles the firft, to Cacilius Cal-
vert, baron of Baltimore. 1 - ' . L .

¢ 4. That all perfons entrufted with the legiflative or executive powers of government, are the truftees and
fervants of the public, and as fuch accountable for their condu&, wherefore whenever the ends of govern-
mentrare perverted, and public liberty manifeftly endangered, and all other means of redrefs are ineffe&tual,
the people may, and of right ought, to reform the old, or eftablith a new government; the do&rine of non-
refiftance againft arbitrary power and oppreflion, is aburd, flavifh, and deftru@ive of the good and happinefs
of mankind. | ‘ o . o

t¢ ¢, That the right in the peoplé to participate. in the legiflature is the beft fecurity of liberty, and the
foundation of all free government ; for this purpofe ele@ions ought to be frec and frequent, and every man
having property in, a common intereft with, and an attachment to, thc community, ought to have'd right
of fuffrage.

“ 6, 'gl‘hat the legiflative, executive and judicial powers of government, ought to be for ever feparate and
dilkinét from each other. : .

«« 7. That no power of fufpending laws, or the execution of laws, unlefs derived from the legiflature,
ought to be exercifed or allowed. -

«¢ 8, That freedom of fpeech, and debates, or proceedings, in the legiflature, ought mot to be impeached
in any other court or judicature.

¢ 9. That a place tor the meeting of the legiflature ought to be fixed, the moft convenient to the members
thereof, and to the depofitory of the public records, and the legiflature ought not to be convened or held at
any other place but from evident neceflity. ‘ |

"¢ 10. That for the redrefs of grievances, and for amending, ftrengthening and preferving the laws, the

legiflature ought to be frequently convened. — | : .

*¢ 11. Thac every man hath a right to petition the legiflature for the redrefs of grievances, in a peaceable
and orderly manner. . \ S ‘ _
- «¢_g3. ['hat.no.aid, charge, tax, burthen, fee, or fees, ought to be fet, rated, or levicd, under any pre-
tence, without the confent of the legiflature. T T e e o

¢.313. ‘I'hat the levying taxes by the poll is grievous and oppreflive, and ought to be abolifhed ; that pau-
pers whofe eftates do not exceed thirty pounds currency value ought not to be affefled for the fupport of go-

vernment, but every other perfon in the ftate ought to contribute his proportion of public taxes for the fup-

pert of gnverminent according to his aétual worth in real or pertuna) property within this ftate ; yet fines,
“uuties or taxes may properly and juftly be impofed or laid with a political view for the good government and
benefit of the comniunity. ‘ o :
¢ 14. "I'hat fanguinary laws ought to be avoided, as far as 'is confiftent with the fafety of the ftate ; and

1o law to infict crucl and unufusl pains and penalties ought to be made, in any cafe, or at any time heres
after. :

AL {8 That retrofpeQive laws, punifhing falts committed before the exiftence of fuch laws, and by them
only declarel criminal, are oppretlive, unjuft, and incompatible with liberty ; wherefore no ex pofl fulo law
ought to be made. - ‘ |

¢ 16 That



