. the raifing thofe companics, which was rcad in the words following, to wit:

46 PROCEEDINGS of the CONVENTION

$ AT UR D A Y, O&ober 26, 1776.

C ON‘V ENTION met. All members prefent as on yefterday, except Mr. Marbury, Mr. Carroll,
Mr. Schriver, and Mr. T. Smyth. The proceedings of yefterday were read. Mr. J. Smith and Mr.
Ridgely have leave of abfence on account of particular private bufinefs.

Whereas many young men under twenty-one years of age, feized of lands and tencments within this
ftate, have entered, and others fo feized may enter into the fervice of this ftate, or the United States in
arms, and by the laws now in being they cannot devife their lands or tenements, it is therefore REsoLvED,
That any laft will of any young man in the fervice aforefaid, made after he hath or fhall have accomplifhed
the age of fixteen years, {hall, in cafe he hath died or fhall die whilft in fervice as aforefaid, be of the {umne
force and effe@, to all intents and purpofes, as if he was of the full age of twenty-one years at the time of
his making the fame will. A

Mr. Bifhop has leave of abfence on account of the indifpofition of his brother,

The prefident laid before the Convention a letter from the committee of obferration for Kent county, re-
lative to the condu& of Mr. Witliam Sluby, which was read. ' . ~ : ’

ORDERED, That the fame be entered on the journal, and it follows in thefe words :

¢ Gentlemen, | Chefter-Town, O&ober 23, 1776.
¢ Inclofed is a report of the fadls, relative to Mr, Sluby’s cafe, as they arofe on the examination of Mr.
Claypoole, and two others who were fummoned by the committée at the requeft of Mr. Sluby. The com- -
mittee fet two days on the bufinefs for want of time to finith the examination the firft day. Mr. Claypoole
was abfent in the country the fecond day of our fitting, fo that Mr. Sluby had nct an opportunity of crofs
examining him. The committee are 0! opinion; that nothing appeared againft Mr. Sluby, which would
juftify the exercife of the power of fending him undcr a guard to the Convention. |
- v ' ¢ Signed by order, * . JOHN COMBS, clk. com.
'« P.S. The reafon Mr. Sluby did nut crofs eximinz Mr. Claypoole on the frftday is, that after Mr.
Claypoole had delivered his teftimony, the chairman was called off on necellary bufinefs. :
"¢ To the honourable the Convention at the city of Annapolis.” -

Mr. Mafon appeared in the houfe. T |
" Agreeable to the order of the day, the Convention refolved itfelf into a committee of the whole, to confi-
der further of the declaration of rights, and form of government for this ftate ; Mr. T. Wright in the chair.
After fome time fpent therein, Mr. Prefident refumed the chair, and Mr. Wright reported, that the commit-
tee had, according to order, taken into their confi ‘eration the declaration of rights, and form of govern-
ment for this ftate, and had come to feveral refolutions thereon, but not having hal time to come to a con-

- clufion, had dire@ed bim to move for leave to fit again. - L , : :

ResoLvEp, That this Convention will on Monday refolve itfcdf into a committee of the whole, to
confider further of the fame. | : | '

On motion of Mr. J. Hall, ResoLvep, That the Council of Safety be authorized and empowered to
make out commiflions fer captain Thomas Watkins, and alfo for his firft and fecond liestenants and enfign,
Levin Lawrence, Thomas Todd, and John liams, jun. as captain, firft, fecond and third licutenants of a
company of matroffes to be Rationed in the city of Annapolis, and that they or either of them have power to

-inlift all the men of faid ¢omipany that are willing to inlit as matrofles, and to difcharge fuch of them as are
not willing to inlift afier the firft of December, and inhift others, o that the faid company may be compleat-
ed to the number of ninety-two privates, befides commiflioned and non-commiflioned officers.

. _ -~ «Convetition adjourns till Monday morning g o'clock.

© M O N D A Y, Odober' 28, 1776

CONVENTION met. All members prefent as on Saturday, except Mr. Ridg;}{, Mr. J. Smith,
Mr. Bifhop, and Mr.. Kent. - The proceedings of Saturday were read. Mr. Dent, Mr. Parnham, and
Mr. S. Wright, appeared in the houfe. Mr. Lowes has leave of abfence on account of ficknefs.

Mr. Sheredine brings in and delivers to Mr, Prefident, a report from the committee appointed to enquire
how far the refolves of the Jaft Convention of the fixth of July for raifing two' companies of rifle-men, and

four companies of Germans, have been complied with, and into the expenditure of the money advanced for
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