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any veftrymen or churchwardens ; and every incumbent of the church of England whe h_ath remained in
his parifh and performed his duty, (ha'l be entitled to receive the provifion and fupport cftavlithed by the ack
entitled, ¢ An act for the fupport of the clergy of the church of England in this province,’" till the No-
vember court of this prefent year to be held for the county in which his parith fhall lie, or partly lie, or for
fuch time as he hath remained in his parifh and performed his dury. '

34. That every gitt, fale, or devife of lands to any mimfter, public teacher or preacher of thefgofpe_l',
as fuch, or to any religious fect, order or denomination, or to or tar the fupport, .ufc or benefit of;, or In
truft for, any minifter, public teacher or preacher of the gofpel, as {uch, or any religious fe&t, order or de-
nomination ; and every gilt or fale of goods or chattels, to go in {ucceilizn, or to take place after the death
of the feller or donor, to or for fuca fupport, ufe or.beneht ; and alfo every devile of goods or chattels to,
or to or for the fupport, ufe or benefit of, any minifter, public teacher or preacher of the go('pc\, as fuch, or
sny religious fe&t, order or denomination, .without the leave of the legifl iture, (ha_ll be-void ; except .al,gvays ,
any fale, gift, leafe or devife of any quantity of land not excevding two acres, for a church, meetng, or
other houfe of worfLip, and for a burying ground, which thall ve improved, enjoyed, or uféd only for fuch
purpofe, or fuch fale, gi't, lesfe, or deviie fthall be void.

_ That no other teft or qualification ought to be required on admiffion to any office-of truft or profit,
than fueh oath of funport and fidelity to this ftate, and fuch va:h of office as fhall be directed by this Con-
~yention or the legiflature of this ftete, and a declaration of a belict in the chriftian religion. ™ o ‘
- 36. That the manner of adminiftering an oath to any perfon ought to be fuch as thofe of the religious
perfuafion, profeffion or denomination of which fuch perfon is ons, generally clicem tne moft effcitual con-
firmation by the atteftation of the Divine Being. ~And thac the people called Quakers, thofe called Dun-
kers, and thofe called Menoniits, holding it unlawful to take an oath on any occ:—:ﬁcm,‘ ought to be allowed
to make their {olemn affirmation in the manner that Quakers h.ve Leen heretofore allowed to affirm, and to
be of the fame avail as an oath in all fuch cafes as the afirmation ot Quukeis hatn been allowed and accepted
within this ftate inftead of an oath. And further on fuch ath mation wariants to fearch fur {tolen goods-or
the apprehenfion or commjtment of offenders ought to be granted, or {ccurity for the peace awarded ; and
Quakers, [Junkers, or Menonifts, ought allu on their foleinn affirmation as atorelsid to be admicted as wit-
nefles in all criminal cafes not capital. S : :

37. That the city of Annapolis ought to have all its rights, privileges and bencfits, agreeable to its
charter and the aéls of aflembly confirniing and regulating the fame ; {ubject neverthelefs to fuch alterations
as may be made by this Convention or any future legiflature. \

38. That the liberty of the prefs ought to be inviolably preferved. , o

39. That monopolies are odious, contrary to the fpirit of a free government, and the principles of com~
merce, a2nd ought not to be fuftered. ‘ ‘ . " ‘

40. That no title of nobility or hereditary honours ought to be granted in this ftate. -

41. That the fublifting refolves of this and tue feveral Conventions held ror this colony ought to be in
force as laws, unlefs altered by this Conventioh or the legiflature of tus {tate.

43. That this declaration of rights, or the form of government to « ¢ eitabtlithed by this Convention, or
any pa:t of either of them, ought not to be altered, changsd or abolithed, by the legiflature of this t-ze, -
but in fuch manner as this Convention thall prefcribe and dirett. ) ' o

Agreeable to the order of the day the Convention refolved itfelf into a committee of the whole, to con-
fider further of the form -of government for this ftate; Mr. T. Wright in the chair. After fome time fpent
therein Mr. Prefident refumed the chair, and Mr. Wright reported, that the committee had, according to
order, taken into confideration the form of government for this ftatz, and had come to feveral refolutions
thercon, which they had direfted him to report, which he read in his place, and afierwards delivered them -
in.at the table, where they were again read, and are as follow : | -

« The CONSTITUTION and FORM of GOVERNMENT.

1. ¢ That the legiflature confit of two diftin& branches, a fenate, and a houfe of delegates, which fhall be

fliled the General Aflembly of Maryland, : . ’
¢. < That the houfe of delegates thall be chofen in the following manner: All freemen, refidents of this ftate,
above twenty-one years of age, having a frcehold of fifty acres ot land in the county in which they offer to vote,
oor having property in this ftate above the value of thirty pounds current moacy, and having refided in the county
in which they offer to vote one whole year next preceding the electicn, fhall have a right of fuffrage in the
eletion of dclegates for fuch county Fand all freemen fo qualified thall, on the firft Mondsy of Odtober feventeen
hundred and feventy-feven, and on the fame day in every year thereafter, aflcmble in the counties in which they are
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