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any propofition be happily made by the crown or p rliament, that may lew) to or lay a
rational and provable groynd for reconciliation, you ufe your utmolt endesvours to
cultivate and improve it into a happy fetcdlement and Lafting amity, taking care to fecure
thc‘ colonics aginil the exercife of the right allumed by parliament to tux them, wnd o
alter and change their charters, conititutions, and internal polity, without their con-
fent, powers incompatible with the effential fecuriti.s of the lives, libertics, and pro-
perties of the colenifts.

We further inftruét you, that you do not without the previous knowledge and ap-
probation of the Convention of this provin-e, aflent to anyv propofition to declare thele
colonies independent of the crown of Great-Britain, nor to any propohtion for making
or entering into alliance with any foreign power, nor to any union or confederation of
thefe colonies, which may neccllarily lead to a feparation” from the mother country,
unlefs in your judgments, or in the judgments of any four of you, or of a majority of
ti:e whole of you, if all fhall be then attending in Congrefs, it fhall be thought abfo-
lutely ncceflary tor the prefervation of the liberties of the united colonies ; and fhould
a majority of the colonies in Congrefs againft fuch your judgment, refolve to declare
thefe colonies independent of the crown of Great-Britain, or to make or enter into al-
liance with any foreign power, or into any union or confederation of thefe colonies,
which may neceflarily lead to a feparation from the mother country, then we inftru&
you immediately to call the Convention of this province, and repair thercto with fuch
propofition and refolve, and lay the fame before the fuid Convention, for their confi-
deration, and this Convention will not hold this province bound by fuch majority in
Congrefs, until the reprefentative body of the province in Convention aflent thereto.

Defirous as we are of peace with Great-Britain upon fafe and honourable terms, we
with you neverthelefs, and inftruct you, to join with the other colonies in fuch milita-
ry operations as may be judged proper and neceflary for the common defence, until
Such a pezce can be happily obtained.

At the fame time that we aflure you we have an intire confidence in your abilities
and integrity in the difcharge of the great tiuft rcpoled in you, we muit obferve to you
as our opinion, that in the relation of conftituent and reprefentative, one principal fe-
curigy of the former is, the right he holds to be fully informed of the condué of the
latter :  we can conceive no cafe to exift, in which it would be of more im-
portance to exercife this right than the prefent, nor any in which we can fuppofe the
reprefentative would more willingly acquiefce in the exercife o™ it. We therefore in-
ftrudt you, that you move for and endeavour to obtain a refolve of Congrefs, that the
votes given by the colonies on every queftion agitated in Congrefs, thall appear upon
the journals thereof ; and if fuch refolve be obtained, that you, at the expence of this
province, procure copies of the faid journals, except fuch parts thereof as relate to mi-
litary operations, and meafures taken to procure arms and ammunition, and from time
to time lay the fame before the Conventions of this province, fhewing the part you, as
reprelentatives of the province, take in fuch queftions. ; ‘ b

And we further inftru& you, to move for and endeavour to obtain a refolve of Con-
grefs, that no perfon who holds any military command in the continental, or any pro-
vincial regular forces, or marine fervice, nor any perfon who holds or enjoys any office
of profit under the Continental Congrefs, or under any government aflumed fince the
prefent controverfy with Great-Britain began, or which fhall hereafter be affumed, or
who direltly or indireétly receives the profits or any part (.)f.the profits of fuch com-
mand or cfhce, fhall, during the time ot his holding or receiving the fame, be cligible
to fit in Congrefs.

Convention adjourns till te-morrow merning half after g o’clock.
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