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uncertain on what terms he could purchafe the fame; that if he could buy them he
would furnifh the province with any quantity within his power at a reafonable price,
on therr paying i tor the fame ; and that the onigindl tum borrowed woula be abtolutely
neceffury tor him to carry on the manutattory aforefaid entire, durine the tine aforefaid.

Your committee 'urther beg leave to report, that Ldward Parkcr, of Ciecil county,
by his petition hath fet torth, that he hath erefted a houfe, provided himfcelt with all
manner of implements ncceITary for carrying on a linen and woollen manufadtory, and
had alfo engaged a number of weavers, but found it abfolutely impoflible to carry on
the fame with {pirit, and in an extenfive manner, without a confiderable fum of ready
cafth, and thercfore prayed, that the fum' of three hundred pounds, out of the public
trcafur), might be advanced to him, "upon his giving bond with undoubted fecurity,
for the delivery of the value of two hundred pounds in good ftrong merchantable linen
cloth, manufactured in this province, on or before the firft day of May next, and the
value of one hundred pounds in good merchantable linen or woollen cloth, manu-
factured in this province, on the firlt day of November next, of fuch quality as he may
be direfted, and at fuch prices and rates as this or a future Convention, on his pro-
ducing the fame, may be pleafed to allow. The faid Edward Parker in perfon ac-
quainted your committee, that he kept five looms conftantly employed in manu-
fauring. Your committee beg leave to report thereon their opinion, that the
eftablifhment of linen and woollen manufa&ories is of the greateft importance to this
province, as pot only a number of poor people may be employed, fed, and cloath¥d
thercby, but neceflary cloth for the ufe of the province be manufa&ur\u therein, and
that for the above purpofes, and other valuable ones, a manufaltory for making the
above clothes thould be eftablifhed in every county in this province; that the fum of
five thouland pounds be appropriated and fet apart for the above purpofe, to be dif-
tributed in manner and form following, to wit. five hundred pounds for Frederick
county, and three hundred pounds to each of the other counties, which fum, in the
opinion of your committee, will employ eighty looms, and the produce therecf amount
to from eighty to one thoufand yards of cloth ata moderate calculation, fuitable for
tents, hunting and foldiers fhirts, and fupplymg the neceflitous poor; that three gen-
tlemen in whom confidence may be placed, be appointed in each county, and ftiled
Contraltors, and that they or any two of them be cmpowercd to draw the feveral fums}
abovementioned out of the treafuries, as occalion may require, agree with fuch perfons
as will undertake to carry on the work, receive the linen and woollen, and take bond
with fufficient fecurity in double the fum lent, payable to con-
ditioned for the return of the value of the money lent, in good coarfe linen or woollen
eloth, in the following manner, to wit. one third thereof by the firft| of May next,
one other third by the firft of Auguft next, and the remainder by the firft of December
next ; and that the {aid cohtralors fhall tranfmit the bonds fo taken to the prefident of
the Conventxon, thould the Convention be fitting, or if in their recefs to the Council of
Safety for the time being ; that if it fhould happen that undertakers could not be found,
or ihould not apply in any one or more of the counties en or before the firft day of
March next, that the contraltom in any other of the counties may be empowered to
draw out for the purpofes aforefaid, and on the above terms, the proportion or pro-
portions alletted fuch county or counties as may not apply.

Your committee further beg leave to obferve, that feveral propofals have been made
to them refpeting a fheeting and flitting mill to be ere&ted in this province, but that
they are not fully prepared to report on that {ubje&.

Signed per order JOHN CALLAHAN, clk. com,
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