of the PROVINCE of MARYLAND. 19
P O S T M E R I D1 E M.

Convention met,

.~ The petition of fundry inhabitants of the three lower counties Newcaftle, Kent and
Suflex on Delaware, praying that Richard Ellis of Cecil county may be continued
their captain, was read a firft and fecond time and granted.

On motion, REsoLvED, That a committee be appointed to confider what alterations
and amendments are neceflary in the regulation of the militia of this province, and re-
port their opinion thereon ; and Mr. Smallwood, Mr. Ware, Mr. T. Johnfon, M. J.
Tilghman, and Mr. Hooper, were ele&ted by ballot a committee for that purpofe.

The order of the day for taking into confideration the ftate of the province beinu
.read, ORDERED, That the fame be referred for further confideration till Tuefday nex:.

Mr. Hooe kas leave of abfence. o ‘ N
Conveption adjourns till T'uefday morning half after ¢’ o’clock.

- TUESDAY, Decembef 26, \1775.»

CONVENTION met. All members prefent as on Saturday, except Mr. .
Moale, Mr. Edmondfon; Mr Hooe, Mr. Sim, Mr. Smith, .Mr. Contee, and Mr.
Tolley. The proceed.ngs ot Sacurday were read. : - -
~ Mr, Johiifon brings in «n1 delivers to Mr. Prefident, a report from the committee
appointed to devife the heft ways and means to promote the manufadture of falt-petre,
which was read the firth tinie and ordered to lie an the table. . :

The order of the day for taking inio confideration the ftate of the preggince being
read, ORDERED, Tha. the fame be referred for further confideration till to-morrow.

Convention adjourns tili to morrow morning half after g o’clock.

W EDNESDAY, December 27, 1775,

CONVENTION met. All members prefent as on yefterday. The pro-

ceedings of yefterday were read. Mr. Loatee and Mr, Moale appeared in the houfe.
- The.petition of Patrick Graham ot Charles county, praying a remiffion of the judg-
ment pronounced againft him. by, the laft Convention, .was read the firft tuthe and or-

" dered to lie on the'table. - - .. ; : e
- = The Convention proceeded to take ifito their confideration, the report from the .gom-
~‘mittee appointed to devife the beft ways and means to promote the manufa&ure of falt-
- petre, and thefeupon REsoLvED, That a fmall {alt-peire work be erefled at a_princi-
~pal infpe&ingﬁqze, or in the neighbourhood of tobacco houfes, or in fome other
- public and convenient place in each count,, ai the public ¢xpence, for the making
-crude nitre ; that thus, befides the advantage unmediately accruing from carrying on fo
many works in diflerent parts of t'e province, the gaod people thercof may be generally
" inftruted in the are of making crude nitre 5 and as a farther inducemunt thereto, and
that this art may ‘be ftill more extenfively diffufed and practifed, -thit a liberal price
'* ought to be allowed for all crude nitre’ manufactured in private families ; . that ail the
" crude nitre, whether made by individuals, or at the county manufatories, be carried
to one refinery, where the fame may be purified by a fkilful refiner in lurge quantities,

- without wafte, and made fit for manutaéturing into punpowder. .

+ -+ That feventeen hundred pounds common money ve appropriated, one hundred
pounds whereof to- be placed 'in the hands of a difcrcet and aétive perfon in thfi l(tv.ver
, \ ‘o 4 triét,



