iz PROCEEDINGS of the CONVENTION

it the number of the king's torps, killed and taken, amounts to sbout 300, belides
many were wounded and carried into Bofton 5 the number of Americans to about 4o
Kiled and wounde!, «nd it s faid about 4 or 5 taken prifonces. A large body ot men,
not lefs tnan 20,000, are aflembled, and form a femicirele trom Chailes town 0o Rox-
bury : what their plan of operation will te'is unknown. ' By a gent’eman ot the com-
mittee of correfpon ence for the town of Providence, n this colony, who arrived here
this afternoun, we are informed, that the Provincidl Cengrefs of the Maflachufetts-
Bay, now fitiing, have determined that a ftanding army of 30,0co men thould be rafed
in the New-kngland colonies, expefting that the fouthern colonies will affilt in fur-
nithing monies tor their fupport. . That our people had taken pofleflion of a hill on
Dorchefter point, which cormmands general Gage’s works on Bofton Neck, and that they
bad made entrenchment within gun-fhot of thofe works at Roxbury. That two men
of war had arrived at Boften, and brought the three generals that have been expelted,
and that 6000 troops had embarked for that place when thofe men of war leit England.
Theie were not more than 300 Americans in a body at any one time during the attion
on Wednefday, and thev acquitted themfe'ves with fuch intrepidity as has con-
vinced the king’s officers, that Americans can and will ight. Al communicat on be-
tween the town oi Bolton and the other parts of the colony being fhut up, and things
being in a ftate of confufion, renders it almoft impoflible to obtain any certain particu-
lar intelligence from that quarter: However, the foregaing account we think may be
dependcd upon.  We kd noped that the difpute between Great-Britain and the'e co-
lonies would have been fettled without bloodfhed 5 but the parliament of Great-Britain
it feewss have determined to pufh their iniquitous unconftitutional meafures by dint of
arms. 1'he fword of civil war has been drawn by the king’s troops, and fheathed in
the bowels of our countrymen. May peace, with liberty, foon prefent the fcabbard
and may Americans never be obliged again to take up arms but againft a foreign foe.
‘We hope that the union, which has fo remarkably taken place throughout the Ameri-
can colonies, may acquire, if poflible, greater firmnefs by this unjuftifiable, inhuman,
murderous attack upon our countrymen ; for, upon an univerfal firmly cemented union
of the American colonies, undey éod, depends the falvation and cftablifhment of Amc-
rican liberty. I am, in behalf of the committee of correfpondence for the town of
Newpeort, gentlemen, your and America’s fincere friend, o

To the committee of correfpondence for : g
the city of Philadeiphia. WILLIAM ELLERY,

In committee, Philadelphia, May 1, 1775, received per capt. Whitman this day,
and forwarded to Annapolis. J. B. SmiTH, fec, of committee.



