IBTHODS OF EXTORTING
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m¥ e History of the

A Dark n A
,mo’-* ngdom ~Cannin
i Dent of the Japan-

ese Inquisitors.

- Bince the fall of the dual go
and restoration of the Mikado as re-
~ sponsible ruler, in 1348, Japan has so
completely entertained the idesa of pro-
gress, seeking the broad sunlight of
c.vilization, that oné must turn to anyv
dark or crue!l page of her history with
a fecling of n'{uc(ancc. Until recently
one of the lingering relics of berbarism
was the torture of persons arraigned in
the courts of justice. In 137% it was
freely reported that torture was applied
to sume ~f the soldiers of the Takebashi
barracks, but it may fairly be under-
stood that the mutineers of Takebashi

were the last to suffer the repulsive pun- ¢
decided expres.

fshments; and the very

sion of opinion he ¥

officials in Jap 1 abolition

and for-

: in view is

x mioal law of

¥ describe some of

rifire employed duaring ex-

: prisoners to provoke them
onfession of their crimes,

e most extreme of revolt ng cruel-

were the various applications of the

@ torture, but for the victims some of
em had the one adrantage of more
peedily terminating his terrible suffer-
ngs.  The accused, with hands and feet
stcured, wai suspended, head down-
ward, in a eage made of green bamboo.
The cage was contr.ved to slowly re
volre, the culprit being esposed to the
flerce heat of a charcoal fire, which was
frequently replenished by the execu
tioners.

Oftentimes, happily for the wretched
sufferer, the fumes of the charcoal pro-
duoced suffocation. Another fire torture
was tocompel the prisoner to stand upon
a heated grating or grid, beneath whick
8 firec was constantly kept burning. He
was utiable to leave the small enclosure,
being quite snrrounded by a strong rail-
ing. Liglted chareoal placed in the in
terior of & metal fZinel was another
description. 6 fire torture. The tube,
enataiting the lighted charcoal, was se.
~~turely bound in the grasp of the pris-
oner, and he was forced by the atten-
dants to walk quickly about, exposing
the broad end of the tube to the wind,
thereby acceleratiog the heat and in
creasing his own sufferings. Another
agonizing torture was produced by the
application of boiling oil tw the body of
the victim, and it was a torture applied
in %o many ways that only sickening de
tails of devices to intensify human
suflering could picture, if tha: were po
sible, its extent and variety,

The slo e toriuse was usually the first
cruelty practiced upon a prisoner. e
was forced to prostrate himself, face
downward, upon the apexes of five
triangular-shaped blocksof hard wood,
the front of Iys legs being exposed to

aharp edges.  While sccurety held
«4 this position heavy stones were placed
on the victim's thighs and others were
slowly added—to increase the terrible
we ght—until he became unconscious or
siganified his intention to coufess

The box torture was 2 still more
strocious contrivance. Bound hand and
foot, the culprit was forced into & stron
box, about two feet square, having a
covering made to fit the inside,
capable of bLeing lowered or 1aised
will. Heavy weights were placed upo
it, and as these were increased in &
ber, depressing the lid, the poor wrelch
within the box was slowly crushed to
death.

In using the water torture it was be
lieved that the torment of thirst would
induce a prisoner to confess his guilt,
After several days' subsistence on a solt
diet, without rice and water, the accused
was shut in & room where he could see
and hear the dropping of water on al
sides, but out of his reach. The eraviags
aad sullarings became fearfel under the
sgony, often aprroaching the bounds of
insanity.

Deprivation of sleep was
placing the eriminal upon a bed, or mat,
over which a small stream of water was
continnally flowing. Attendants
in readiness, and at the slightest
tion of slumber they woul
victim by ringing be
or the application of fir
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ordered under the tor
left Lim o raving mania
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~ WORDS OF WISDOM.

A fool is always beginning.

Dearth forgseen never came.

Never try to outshine but to please

When two quarrel, both are in the
wrong.

The. liar is_sooner caught than the
eripple.

When the head is sick the whole body

alek,

A man’s own business does not defile

| his fingers.

| He who has enough is richer than he

! who has more and is discontented.

|  Appearances w Il go a good ways but
reality will keep going right along.

Life will soon be done. Be not weary
or disheartened. What are a few years
of to | in prospect of the eteraal life?

Hemember that good manners are
thoughts filled with kindness and refine-
ment and thea transat d iuto behavior,

Ee not ostentatious in dress or deport-

 ment; nuthing csn be more vulgir. ree
tume. ‘time asd occasion,
Aautagonists, Pas.
Jetates, T are educators,
e theT ogth we have over-

come.

Be rude to none; radenest harms not
even the humblest and poorest to whom
it is directed, but it injures the ex-
hibitors. -

There are no conditions that can sue
cessfully compete with earnestoess of

purpose backed up by character and per- |

sistent industry.

We are hanging up pictures every day
about the chamber walls of our hearts
that we shall have to look at whe: we
sit in the rhadows

There are two ways of being happy
we may either diminish our wants or
augmeunt our means—either =il do
result is the same.

the

Few mortals are insensible that
their affections cannot be gained by
mildnees, their confi by sincerity,
therr hatred by scorn or neglect

A man shouid never be ashamed to
own that he has been in the wrong,
which is but siying in other words, that
he I+ wiser to.day than he was yester
dl)’.
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A Chinese Headsman at Work,

On one occavion we were ashore in
Canton, China, writes a naval officer in
the Vail aal Erpress, seeing everything
curious that was to be seen, when througn
the streets came a large body of troops
gusrding five men carried in fat baskets
suspeaded on rods from the
shoulders of coolies

**Sam, what are they going to do with
those mea! we asked of oue guide

“Oh,” sald he, they pirates
the troops are g g to cut off
heads ™

We followed, aad in a
to an open courtysrd just o
main thoroughfar of the city,
so.diers filed in each side, and
Mandann, the butt
scated himse!f in a chair
The fis ers wers
ground in ladian file, th 1
were up i the mecks of th
heads, and with a slight is
backs of thelr vecks were mad
bare. An oificer was seat
tioner, and he appeared
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NUPTIAL CUSTOMS.

ANCIENT AND MEDIEVAL MAT
RIMONIAL CEREMONIES

Marriage Among the Primitive Jews
—Babylonian Wedding Rites—~
Quaint Irish Customs—Tying
the Nuptial Knot by Proxye

In the earliest records that have come

The Red Cross Soclety, <

The Red Cross Eocloty is an iza-
tion for the purpose of securing meutral
ity to the ground occupiad by hospitals,
ete., during war, and to. pruvide relfef
from disaster by ﬂood,oesll ence or other
calamity during peace. The movement
had its origin in Kurope. The battle of
Solferino was fought in 1857,and Henry
Dunant, a Swiss gentleman, visited the
battiefeld. What he saw of suffering
on the field and in the hospitals made a
lasting impression. He saw that with all

down to us, says Marcus Lane in the | 'D® sppliances and outfit of the French
Chicago Glo's, ve y little is said about the | 7MY, aided by inhabitants where the

cecewony by which a couple were or. |
J oy P { often l2ft for days without atteution or

{ surgical relief.

dinarily united. Among the primitive
Jews there was a betrothal and espousal,
but no further formal ceremony except
the mere temoval of the bride from her
father's house to that of the bridegroom
or his father., At a later time the cere-
monies began to be more elaborate, On
the wedding day the bride would be as
elegantly atiired as her circem-tances
would permit. A maid was always
married on the fourth day of the weexk,
and a widow on the fifth. During the
ceremony the father, if he were the ceie.

daughterand give her to the bridegroom.
If the father did ot act as celebrator the
head of the synagogue would take the ex-
trem ty of the scarf or garment which
was around the bridegroom's neck and
cover the head of the bride with it, alter
which he consecrated a cup of wine and
gave it Lo the two contrast parties,

In modera times a canopy of silk is
ususlly put up under which the bride
and bridegroom stand on cither side of
the pareats or guardians, and in front is
the chief rabbi, staading betveen the
two ministers of the synagogue Then
the bridegroom presents the ring (which
wasoniy a mo lern custom in lieq of
dower'. The ring ia examined by the
chiefl rabbi, who asks the happy man if
the ring is hi: owa, and belag answered
in the a lirmative the bridegroom places
the ring upon the forefinger of the bride
Theo fullow blesingsand prayers by the
rabbl, after which one of the synagogwe
oificials deg the ground at th
foot of the bridegtoom a | Loard,
asn ordinary wine glass is

bridegroom theu stamps
upon it aad dashes it to pies
sll assembled cry oat “Mazzletouri!
Mazsdetoari!™ (Good luck!

Oiils on

which
placed The
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ed, when

Good luck!)
llow the usual handshaking asd
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ceremoay »

Among the ancient the

ere

Babylonians
noaies were orig inuch

same The:e we ivities lasting

| three days e e vCe irs

foll

The
om was piace | within & cirels of
r+ and the and bystanders
ded to stick small eoi
As the mox

ywing ¢ custom
brid
danc
then proce

Jquests
his forehead :
ndkerchief helc
inder his chin, his a party of
the crowd
vl wealthy g

caught in

nto
the
aod Kthemup ina

they pard proper rans

sents
lark uotid

m, which would

senls mad

got to town
eary, dusly journey
shead of Her - - 4 me)

!

wounded were taken, the wounded were

In 186 he published a
description of what he had seen, and set
forth reasons for cstablish ing in e
country permanent societies for the r
lief of the wounded. A society in Ge-
neva, Switzerland, called the Geneveve
Bociety Publie Utility, sppointed a com-
mittee of which General Dufour, the
Geoaeral-in-Chief of the Swiss Confeders-
tion, accepted the Presidency, for the
purpose of advancing the proposals of
Dunagt. Th's led to the ’nu‘rn-n-mnl

hgstor, would tiKe' the ‘hind: of - hig | (Opference, held at Geneva, in Uctober,

i863, which was attended by delegates
from sixtees governments.  ‘The confer.
reace lasted™ four dags, and resuited in
the calling of an I#teThalloh 1 FCongress,
known as the latervational Conves
of Geneva of 1844, The spec
the convention of 1564 was tu obt
neutralization of the wounded
time, fud alio «f the e
rals necessary for thelr care
of 1 | m
reliel societies

treaty of |4
of hospitals, materials,
geons, sod that
nized, & covm
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ses
these might be
n sign waitixed upon by
articles of the treaty, which
for Y flsg for hospitals,
and conveys an arm badge for
The fag designed was a red cross upon
a white ground, adopted ay acon pli
ment to Switzerland, this des gn,
reve ng the nat
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The Penetrating Sihorian Frost,
Over ity vears
chant in Yakutsk,
be would ne |
1 ena River,
northern town,

AZEr
as overyl
bat

1 have water at his ¢

set to work with pick and shovel

his wen bad dug through the fow feet
of earth that had bLeen thawed by the
summer sun they declared they stiuck
solid rock. It was only frozen soll, how,
and the me at
work all that sus

courageously resu

AL

ever kept them
Next

vl work, expecting
foot he dag to get through the
frozen earth: but after peweteating 103
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every

covered the

onrds and weided that

waler was good encugh for him
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The Publisher’s Generosity,

A well-known local author came out
of the offiee of a publishing firm look-
ing black ae thunder

“What's the troble, old man?” ssked
a friend. “You look as if your mother-
in-law had just arrived fora six months’
visit.”

“Trouble!” echoed the gloomy au-
thor. “Why, what do you think ?° Here
I've work night and day for three
months on a 300-page story—a good,
lively yarn, with an interesting plot and
innumerable exciting incidents—just
such o story ss the depraved tasies of
the times demand and get. 1 togk 1f t3
that wretcti in there (pointifg scorn-
fully toward the publisher's office); he
read the man eript, pronouneed it ex-
cellent and timely, and asked what I'd
well it for. bard up for
ready eash ght I would be
easy with the fellow and replisd $30)

“‘How much? he sereamed

“ “Three hundzed dollars,’ I repeated,

< '.\l_\' dear sir,’ responded the hedrd-
less scoundrel, ‘you have extravagant
ideas as to the value of lifersry work,
Why, that is & préposterous fignre,
You must step down a little before 1
deal with youn.'

“Well, "make me an offer,’ T said,
desperately, ‘and be as literal as you
ean.’

“ ‘Tl give yon €75 for the story,’ h»
said, coolly drawing bhis echeckbook
toward him

* ‘Beventy-five dollars,” I eried in
amazement

“ “Yes, that's very liberal theso times.’

Of course yon will allow & royalty
R W :‘ - - »

Nary a royalty,’ said the pablist
‘Beveuty-five is for an out-s out »

‘I grabbed the manuseript indig
nantly, and aiked him how he could ex
peet American literature to thrive under
such beggarly rates

* My dear sir,” he said blandly, ‘T am
not the conservator or promoter of
American literature. 1 print and pu)»
lish books to make a living. You turs up
vour nose at §756. Why, I ean get the
plates of works by popalar English an-
thors sil ready for the press for 8150,
end those books command a ready sale
at ehoap prices, S u see I'm really
dealing liberally with you, Com», you'd
better take a check.’

"Of evarse you spurned the w mey.”

“That’s where wrong.” an-
swered the disconsolate seribbiler of fie-
tion [ owed two months’ Lsard and
wanted money. DBesides I knew what
he said about those foreign works
true—that publishers get t! piates for
& mere and are eallous to the
claima of native authors. He's got the
manus ript, and I'm going to soquire a
Milesian acesnt, join the hod-carriors’

and shoulder bricks and mortar
rest of my natum! life."—Ch

190 Herald
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curable: that when the lungs are attackod by
thisterrible malady, the s . fferer is past all help,
and the end s & mere qL % .un of time,
bhave noted
symptoms of the disease;
manner of so-called cures In vain, and you are
now despendent and prv!‘:\rlng for the wo
But den't give u

Golden Medical D
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A Dish of New Pa,
Aud Nkewise for Poetry
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