'IONS FROM TAXATION.

FROM REPORT OF TAX COMMISSIONERS,

‘The subject. of exemptions has been
one of congiderable discussivn In the
Commission, with the result that a

majority of the Comaissioners have |

agreed upon the following reommen. |
dations with reference to ithe amend |
ment of section 4, That the cxemp-s
tion of Church property be limited |
to houses or buildings used exclusive- |
ly for public worshig, or to the fur-

piture contained therein, and thei

ground necessiry for the uses thercof
not exceeding ten feet on either side |

We be-]
lieve the general sentiment of the|

of such houses or buildings.

community is against the taxation of|
houses of worship, and it is a sentiment ‘
with whicii we naturally sywpathize|
But there is much to be said on the|
other side of the subject. The prin-|
cipal arguments which have been
urged in favor of taxation of Church|
property, are, that to exempt such
property from taxation, makes it nec-
easary lo impose & higher rate on the
other property in thecommunity,and
therefore 1s a tax for the support of
religious worship, and compels a con-
tribution from the community gener-
ally for that rurpose, which is repug-
nant to the spirit of our constitution;
and that it is also in the nature of a
tax for denominutional purposes. be-
cause the Chuich property of some
denominations is more costly, and oc- |
cupies more ground than that of
others, while 1t sometimes bLappens |
that owners of the most valuable|
church property are not, at the same
time, the larg>st taxpayers, and do not
constitute a majotity of thecommunity-
For instance, the members of the So-
ciety of Friends are usuaily prenper
018 and oiten wealthy, and 1n some
localities, constitute a large proper
tion of the community. But theyare
conscientiously opposed to handsome
or costly Church edifices. The same
13 true of the German Baptist Bretkren |
commonly called Dunkards. lheir
Methodist or Episcopal neighbors, re-
siding in the same locality, may, and
frequently do, possess less wealth and
are sometimes fewer in numblers, but
they are likely to have more costly
churches: All pay the same rate of
State and county tax oa their private
property. These rates ore higl.er be
cause of the exemption of church
property: Isit right to make the
Quaker help pay for ecclesiastical
style and display for the gratificatien
of others, when Le does not bave it in
his own house of worship, and is con-
ecientiowaly opposed to it anywhere

/“’d this religious iiberty, and is it in

accordance with the 36th Article of
our Declaration of Rights? which says
* * * “nor ought any person to be
compelled to frequent, or wmaintain
or contribute, unless on contract, to
maintain any place of worship, orany
ministry.” It is also the policy
our Coastitution, as declared in Arti
cle 38 of the Bill of Rights, to dicour-
age the accumulation of large amount
of proparty in the hande of relig
bodies. Au exe mption from tax
favors such an accumulation, and ;
ually has that 1esult. Under the ex
isting law, all grounds appurt
to housas of worship. which
yiéldiug a revenue, are treated by
Aszegsors as exempte i. Therefore, a
la'ge,lut of grmm'l cal be purchased
in Baltimore city, a church or chapel
built upon one corner of it, and the
whole lot held free of taxes. and
therefore free of expense until the

that report we find the following:
“Isishop Clark took the ground that
churches were of 50 much public ben-
efit, that it is jus! to exempt them
from taxation. " It might beirregular
but there was no unfairness. This is
the very question at issue: On this

Fomt alone hangs the whole subject-|

8 1t just. i< 14 equitable to tax the
people for religious instruction?”

T'ie game reporl priats a paper
submitted to the ¢ommittee by one of
tke parsons who appesred before it.
which ~eeks to put tue matter in con-
crete form; it 18 as foliows: “Menssrs
A, B and C, become possessed of all
the real estate iz \he town of D, Rhode
Island. Mr. B, runs athestre, Mr. C,

{a faro bank, Mr. A, a church, The

whole real estate of the town is val-
aed at $150,000, on which is assessed
anannual tax of one per cent, amount-
ing to $1,500 in the aggregate. $500
of this is bestowed upon Mr, A, in
eonsideration that his calling is more
conducive to the moral and religious
people than is that of B and C, To

| this arrangement B and C enter their

protest, on the alleged corstitutional

{ ground that the town has no right to

appropriate any part of the money
paid by thew for the maintenance of
any form or mode of religions wor-
ship whatever. On turning to the
fundamental law of the State.

diacovered that B and C's objection is
valid. To obviate the difficulty, the
citizen vofers of the town of D, (a ma-
jority'of whom attend Mr. A's church)
vote that hereafter no money shall be
bestowed by the town on Mr. A, as a
bonus for the ;
worship.

“Itis further voted that no tax
ghall hereafte: be levied on Mr. A's
real estate; and it is further vote«
and resolved that the tax hereiofore
charged by the assessors a3 taxes to
the real estate of Mr. A, shui! here-
after be annually assessed against the

support of religious

estates of B and C, so that the treas

ury of the town shall not suffer any
aiminution of ita funds through tl
exemption of Mr- A'a real estate |
taxation.”
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Protect the Oystermen

LOCALS AND GENERAL NEWS. |

CULLED FRUM THE COUNTY AND
EISEWHE®E.

Wednesday next is Ash Wednesday
and lent begins on that day.

A mutual insuran-e ecompany has

been formed in Easton, Talbot couuty.

Mrz. Belva Lockwood, who asnired
to presidential honors in 1584, lectur-
ed in Centreville on Tuesday evening

There were four conples married in
this district on Wednesday, and they
say it wasnot a good day for marry-
ing.

Mr G. Leenard Harley and Miss

Mattie Bishop were masried on Wed- |

nesday evening at the M. P. Church,
in Wye Neck.

' WINCHESTER I'TEMS.
! The “Bou ton” ball came oif at
'Quail’s Hull on Fricay night last
| the attendance was not o large as the
ione proceeding it, but the music and
ancing was better. Noune of Win-
{ chesters people attended thovglh from
| appearances ihey would of been wel-
lcomed. \Wheneveransthing of this
kind oveccurs here, a crowd of sceming
barbaric set of big footed boys cougre-
gate on the outside of the nauil and
with sledge hammer steps try to keep
time to the music. Apeing the corn
field darkey ana ]
that would put a full grown monkey
to shame.

1

1L 18 an annoyance,

:Il;'f"?l at 12 0 .l(n '.;Ir'i ( n‘,;.x‘mi

Mr. W. Harris Legg,of Kent Island, |

el 1

and Misa Fannie Russum, of Caroline
county, were married at Hillboro', on
Thursday afternoon.

Tuesday next is St.Velentine's day.
It is & dav the law allows dirty in-

sults to be sent through the mail on a |

par with loves affection.

Mr. George M. Russum, of Denton, |
]

will deliver « |

lecture on the life of|
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(Geo Washington, at tte M. P. Church |

of Ruthsburg, on the 22nd.
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We don'tintend to carry over Win

ter (Goods, but will close them out
at greatly reduced prices

1. every Department the Goods

are now and assortment ('ulnpl(’le

Will be mark-

ed at Prices to enable us to cluse

without exception

out all Winter Stock before March
Inventory.

Our entire stock without reserve
vill be offered at such extraordi-
hereto-

nary Bargain DPrices, as

fore never beenknown in Queeus-
town.

This sale will exceed any of our
farmer sales, as our stock is much
larger, choicer and more varied
than ever before, and will be sold
regardless of cost. We carry no
Goods that price will sell, from
season to seasorn.

The L:')U’l.i Wl“ }IU oﬂ'cred at
these losing prices this month only
All are urgently requested \0 in-
spect what we cffer, as early as
possible. We have a Fine Stock

of Goods,

FINANCIAL NOTICE.

pen account, are requested to call at our store
innot pay the cash for the account due, we reque:
tice applies to all owing us prior to January "88.

WILLIAM H. DENNY.

Marviand.

$3.50 FOR $1.50

YOU WONDER WHY

mu for the money?

Thousands ssy this in their letiers. It is be-

cause aflter plates are made it costs far leas proportionately to print 150,000 copies
During its nearly fifty years' existence the

AMERICAN AGRICULTURIST

twenty-four other agricultural periodicals and continues to be the re-
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