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St. James' Church.—The old St. James’ church,
corner of Eager and Aisquith Streets, was built by
Archbishop Whitfield, principally at his own expense.
The corner-stone was laid by Dr. Whitfield, May 1,
1833 and it was dedicated and conset.mted May 1,
' 1834. It was used by the English-speaking Catholics
of that section of the city until the erection of St.
Alphonsus’ church was begun. At that time it had
become too smalM¥or the English congregation, and
St. Vincent’s church, on Front Street, was erected.
As the Germans needed a place of divine worship
during the erection of St. Alphonsus’ church, Arch-
bishop Eccleston granted them the use of St. James’,

_which from that time remained in their possession.

The Redemptorist fathers resided at this church from
1841 until 1847, when the Sisters of Notre Dame
purchased the property of the fathers for the pur-
pose of erecting there a mother-house of their ordery
which afterwards became an academy foryoung ladtes
The fathers of St. Alphonsus’ Church took charge of

St. James’ until the erection of the present St. Mich-
ael’s cht}rch. When St. Michael’s was established
the fathers who resided there attended St. James’
Church until October, 1867. On account of the rapid
increase of the congregation a new and larger church
had become necessary, and the present edifice was
erected at the corner of Eager and Aisquith Streets.
It was designed by architect George Frederick, and
built in the Romanesque style. The corner-stone was
laid on the 22d of October, 1865, by the Very Rev.
Vicar-General H. B. Coskery, On the 22d of De-
cember, 1867, it was blessed by Archbishop Martin J.
Spalding, and opened for divine service. The dimen-
sions of the church are one hundred and eighty-four
by eighty feet, sixty feet high, seating capacity 1800,
including galleries.

The church is handsomely decorated in the inte-
rior with beautiful frescoes, which were executed by
Brothéer Hilary Froehlich, a member of the Redemp-
torist order. Two magnificent marble altars were
erected during the pastorate of Rev. Thaddeus An-
wander, the high altar by Hugh Sisson & Sons, the
other by Bevan & Son, both of this city. On the lat-
ter altar there is a picture of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
which is a copy of a celebrated miraculous picture
at Rome. The richly-gilt frame is the workmanship
of Mr. Joseph Sadsbury, of Baltimore. At the time
when this new church was building a house for the
accommodation of the Fathers was erected. It had,
however, become necessary for this purpose to repur-
chase from the Sisters part of the property which they
had formerly possessed. The superiors of St. James’
Church were respectively Rev. Lawrence Holzer until
October, 1868, Rev. Thaddeus Anwander until 1871,

Rev. John Hespelein until 1877. The present rector

is Rev. Henry Danenhauer.

~ Street above Eager, which contains a spacious hall,

As soon as the Redemptorist fathers had taken
charge of the old church a parochial school was
established in the basement of the church. When
the priests withdrew in 1847 their house was partly
used as a school. Afterwards a part of the children
were accommodated in the orphan asylum. Before
the new church was built a large school building of
eighty-six by fifty-six feet was erected on Somerset

where divine service took place while the new church
was building. The corner-stone of this edifice was
laid May 5, 18G4, by the Very Rev. H. B. Coskery,
vicar-general. Another similar building became ne-
cessary, and was erected in 1878 on Aisquith Street.
The children are taught respectively by the Sisters
of Notre Dame and the Marian Brothers. The latter
took charge of the school only in 1872, before which
time lay teachers were employed for the boys. The
average attendance is nine hundred.

Of societies connected with St. James’ Church the
Archconfraternity of the Holy Family is the most
important. Its character is explained under St. Al-
phonsus’ Church. Besides, there exist several bene-

| ficial societies. Rev. John Baptist Gildea, D.D., was

the first pastor of St. James’.

J. Thomas Scharf, History of Baltimore

City and County (Philadelphia, 1881)
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P

Parish Records
Baptismal Volumes

1840 - 1856, no index

1856 - 1884, with index
by year under 1lst letter of surname

1856 - 1884, no index
1885 - 1908, with index
1908 - 1913, with index
1913 - 1919, with index |
1920 - 1927, with index
1927 - 1932, with index

1932 - 1940, with index

1941 - 1948, with index

1948 - 1969, with index
1969 - 1977, with index

1915 - 1950, confidential records of Baptisms'
in St, James Parish
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