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“tives in congress,

~ OF THE TIOUSE OF DELEGATES. =~ 983
Which was twice read and .co_nc'urred -.."wi‘th..', o
" Mr. Kennedy delivers the following report. . - |
“The committee appointed to bring in a bill to alter the time of elect-

~ ing representatives of this state in the congress of the Upitjed.' Statesy

ask leave to report— = e o .
That under the Fresent system of holding elections for rvepresents-

the election takes place on the first Monday in Octo-

ber, preceding the session when the ‘term for which the represertatives

have been elected expires, and fourteen months before the representa-"

tives elect take their seats; and this system seems altogether at varis
ance with the true principles of eur government, ir which immediate

yesponsibility to the people is so strong a feature, for a member of con=-

gress is now entitled to hold his seat fur one whole session after he may -

have lost the confidence of a majority of his constituents. -
Every two years the session of congress expires on the fourth dzy of

March, and the new congress meet o the first Monday in December
following; and in case congress aré called . to meet at an earlier day, .
the president of the United States has to issue his proclamation givin

notice thereof; your _comnmittee have therefore teported a bill, which .

| {:r'ovides that the next election for - representatives in c_on%ress shall bé

eld on the first Monday in April in the year eighteen hundred and |

~ twenty-seven, and on the same day every second year thereaftery and

which bill they consider ought to pass. All whick is vespectlully sub-.

. itted.

By order, e
- R ST “Xsaac Hines, Cik.
"‘Which was read. o

" Also a bill, entitled; An &ct to alter the time of electing rgpre!én}ni |

fives of this state inthe congress of the United States, .

" On motien by Mr.. Hughes, the following message was read, assetit-, -
a_d to, and with the bill therein lnel'xtiongd, was sent to the senate. )
| ' By the House of .Del_egatgg, Feb. IB, 1826]

Gentlemen of the Senate, I _
-~ We return you the bill, entitled, An act to authorise tWilliam Plum-

mer, of Moutgomery county, to manumit the negro therein named. We
think this a case entitled to legislative aid; the negro man, whose mans

umission is provided for by this bill, is rep-rescn-teﬁ as being honest and |

" industrious, and having acted asa freeman some years, it is represented to
us, and believed to be true, that he has collected together something

considerable for his future support, and the object in view, in authoris-
-~ ing his manumission, 1s to cnable him to make legal contracts, 2nd to

invest in some way the rewardsof his industry with safety. We ap-

prehend that the object of the law prohibiting the manumissior of slaves

old and worn out slaves to become chargeable to their respective coun-
ties, and as this bill leaves this negro in precisely the same situation

over forty-five years of. age, was to prevent persons anumiting theic

that he is now in, as to his claims for support, in case he shall become

unable to procure a subsistence, and provides that he shall in no event
come upon the county. for support, we canpnot see any cvil to be appre-

hended from the passage of the bill; we' therefore hope, upon further




