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© OF THE HOUSE OF DELEGATES' = W&
- The whole white population is 260,000, or 26 to the square

~ mile. R -
| {-- o PRI Lemmaca‘ | - . L .
' The abstraction of cities and villages reduces the rest of the
§tate to 20 inhabitants to the square mile. . .~ .
| - . "Lemwma &
_ The proportion of children from 5 to 15 years of age is SO
per centum, or 6 children to the square mile.
- Competent teachers of primary schools, may be employed at
an annual salary of 300 dellars, -~ -~ ..,
" The foregoing lemmata will support the following corollary.

" The subdivision of the state into school districts of five miles

~‘square will, in effect, convey instruction within a convenient dise
tance trom every door, and the annual distribution of 120,000
dollara, will provdie for the edication of all the youth,
in such districts, throughout the state, at the moaderate price of
‘@ dollars a year for each child; and allowing & rateable distributi.
on to cities and villages, where superiour advantages would re-
~ gult from a cause herein before assigned, the gross aggregate for

the whole statewould be: =~ -~ $156,000
¥From which deducting the present fund, eay, - 16,000
There would remain to be provided o | ~ P140,000

To which an annual accessory accumulating- fund of 20,000 dul-
lars would keep pace with the natural accretion of the populations
- Hence it appears that the whole revenue to be provided, includ-
“ing the annual accessory fund, Wwould be less than 62 cents, per
capita, for each inhabitant; and such ia the effect of system, that,
besides the inestimable advantages in the shape of intellectual im=
provement it would impart, the people at large would be great
gainers in a pecaniary point of view, as but very few, even of
the wealthier classes, would pay as much for their contribution to -
“the general fund, as they now expend for the rudimental instruc.
tion of theiv children, under the present impecrfect and defective.
gystem. And in further support of this opinion the committce will

adduce the following facts which were lately preseuted on this =

SUbjéCtb L

1. That all the official reports made under the public authority, 1

- ~either in New.Enzland, New-York, or Philadelp:iia, testily .
that the cost of education has been reduced to one 6th of what
it was under the old system of private schools, -
2. That these documents do further prove, that the high qualifica~.
~ tions and industry of teachers, which are secured in proportia
" on to the certainty of well requited employment, aud their ve.
- spongsibilities to the public, insure a most faithful discharge -of

" their duty, and a corresponding improvement in their scholars,
8, That there has been a great and. interesting jmprovement ia

the moral character of the peaple, wherever the system of pubg

~ Bic schools has had a fair experiment, - -




