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'fhe commissioners ave specially charged ta divide their counties into

" a convenient number of school districts; and, .when divided, the inha-

Litants of each of the said districts, are to clect. three trustees to ma-
nage its concerns, and to vote a tax, to. urchéae a site, build a school-
house; and supply fuel and stationary—the powers angd authority of the
trustees will merely exterid to these objects—the great fund to support
1he system, and pay the teachers, will be provided at, and distributed

‘from the general tieasury of the state.. - . T
The commissioners, uponi the appropriation. of the ‘superintendent;
are to apply for, and roceive from the state treasury, the quota of mo-
ney to be assigned to their respective cuuptacg...accordmg-to the equita-
ble ratio of white population; and apportion the sareey to the {rustees
of ‘the several districts, according to the humber of children between
“the ages of five and fifteen years in each district, which money shall
be exclusivgly applied to pay the teacher of the said district. -
The city of Baltimore will receive her _all‘o'tment,of alf the funds te
be provided, but the razulation and police of all the concerns of litera-
ture, in the contemplation of Ahis system, within the city, will be as-
signed to the corporation. oo AR
" T'he funds now appropriated to frce and-county schoals.will come n
aid of the new system, but be applied according to the act of Novem- |
ber session W12, ch. 79, and its several supplements, and the acts of
Pecember session 1817, chapter 16 and 93.. S -
£ All the funds hereafter to be assigned, the trustees are first to apply
to instruction of the chitdren of the least wéalthy, in prog éssiofl, un~-
1il the said funds shall have become adequate to the complete indtruc-

tion of all the youth of every class.

‘The general admission of the children of the rich, as well as of this
poor, to a common system of public_instruction, will paturally temd
1o the “annihilation of factitious distinctions,” and prove a ‘‘strong in-
- centive for the display of talents, and a felicitous -accommpdation t¥
the genius of republican government.” - e o o
. 'The beneficial effects which have resulted {rom the ..-,pge,rlﬁon of »
"~ gystem of eddcation in the state of New-York, from whic ,.im fact, the
proposed plati is mainly extracted, are’happily pourtrayed in the recent
‘message of the distinguished governor of that state, to both houses of
the legislature; the spirit of philanthrophy. and geouine wisdom are wa-
wifest in the enlightencd views of that.statesman upon this subject.
* fhe first duty of government, and the surest evidemce of goad govera-
‘ment, is the encouragement of education; a general diffusion of know-
' Jedge is the precursor, and protector of republican institotions—Under
15t we must confide as the conservative power, that will watch over our
Yiberties, and guard them against fraud, intrigue, corruption and vio-
.Jence. A good system of common schools way be consi ered the ¢“pal-
‘Jadium of our freedom,” for no reasonable:apprehension of its subver-
“*-gion can be entertained as long a3 the great body of the people are en- |

lightened by education. 'To break down. the barriers which poverty
: has erected against the acquistition of knowledge, is to restore the juik
 equilibrium of society, and to perform.a duty of paramount obligatione
- "With a view to the illusra tion of ‘the stupendous munificence herein

~ before referred to, the committee subjoin an abstract from ‘the compara-
L 111;;3 6view of common schools in the state of New York, siuce the yeas”
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