OF THE HOUSE OF DELEGATES. . ms

xestramrd discretion of the Iegwlature, and the muv“y apokm
of in the Declaration of Rights, becomes an ompty sound. Wa
may talk of the m«lepemlence of the judiciary, but it has no actu-
al cxistence; ‘we may boast of the wise and cautious geparation of
the mm-rmst departmentq of our guvurnmvnt. but all barviers be-
tween them are boyne down; there remains in fact, in Maryland,
but-one great overshadowing power—the legislature.  t behoves - |
‘us to ponder well betoré we lend our aid to veducing the frcemcn. a
of the state to a candition so deplorable as-this, | -
As little weight dues there appear-to be in. the suggeqtmn tlmt |
the ‘daration of the act of 1798 being expressly limited. the salury
which it gave was a were {emporary gratuity that would cease at
the expiration of tie tmie appoipted for the continuance of the
Jaw, il was at all times subject to the control of the general ase
X TR V. W lll‘ll‘ te Vour (()lllﬂlltt‘ e \\ ()H'(‘ l'(‘ﬂ'“'c"‘“"y 38'\. '“ (lc-
Fived the permanent character of any Judma! salury?  Is it from
the phras ology of the law by whichit'is granted? 16 this weve all
that guarded it frail indoed \muhf be its' permanence! A nalary
granted at one session might be withdrawn at-the nucceeding one,
aithongh the terms of tue law by wlm'h it was established were
sclected with the wost se upulnus care, and t‘xpmsnly gave to i¢
~a eternal duration, . One degistature doéasiol possess the vight to
abridge the pm\ernf a succeeding loglwlat e, or even of itself, _
Any law that can be prssed, uulehs perpetiinted by the paramount -
authurity of the constitution, may be l«'ppalcd the fellowing year, o
or even on the frllowing day.  ‘The committer, for the hurpose of
itlustration, would vefer toihe salary of the governor. - The law -.
by which thapis established manifestly contemplates its permae Sl
‘nence—but it has potwithstanding, never been ‘doubted that it
might be reduced at the pleasure ot the gem‘ral assembly. Cone A S
giderations of expediency. of liber ality, and of JMUC('. nught be R
gtrong against the deed, but the constitutiongl power of the gene-
Fal “assen:bly to make the reduction, could not be denied.  Ncia A
ther is it the terms of the act by which tlwv are conferred, which F 8 ‘
throws around judicial salaries the sacreducss that belungs to -
Cthem. It is the declaration of rights which imparts this charace =~ .
ter, and stays the haud of the general assembly; and its CHergy L
is equally eficacious in slueldum tlxc salury grantcd hy the act of | i
1798 as of 1792, ' e -
A more fatai stab could not he almed at the mdepcndence of the ; L
-
¥
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Judiciary, than to give a construction tu the constitution which

would authorise the gvneral assembly ta-grant - to the chancellos

and judges annual salaries., 1t mus)t brmg down the. judgesfrom = ¢ !
the-high and dignificd ground on which they are placed. by the BEEERArE?
- (‘nn%tllutlmu as a co-ordinate, mdvpvnden( branch of the govern. R &
went, aud render them poor pengioners on the buunty of the geo RN
neral assembly, They. to whom the lmpormnt power is aqmw.,ed gl i

of deciding an the validity of legislative acts, hecomo miserable
suppliants for legislative gratuities, lnﬁmtely better would it bs
for thcm, and mim.tel) less hastdt. to thc gemus of our gnvcm- |




