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in countries to which he blessin
denied, the bold figure by which

8 of a written constitution

- ity can scarcely, when properly understood, be deemed extrava.
gant. Butin our happy land, t’hi‘s-Omnip‘ntent legislature hag
- been compelled to bow before a mighticr and more wajestic pow.
er—the power of the people,  This really sovereign power hag
rne : ers which they cannot trane
scend; it has estab)ished certain principles of organic faw, binding
alike on the ¢itizen and the leg slator, which ncither is at libert
%o violate or contemn, and which every legislator is bound by the
highest moral sanctions implicitly to obey.” One of the most im-
portant and sacred of these le _
independence of the judiciar «+ This department, which is' the
best and surest guard of the [ives. the liberties, the property and
reputation of the people, whose independence is of such deéep
Mmoment to the well-being and happiness of the state, is unhappily’
the feeblest of all the departments of government, [t possesses:
none of ‘those meang of influence which give stability and energy
o’ the legislative power, ' |
rarely brought in-contact with the bod
precluded from engaging in -tho
principally oécupy public

y of the people; they are

se objects and pursuits, whicls
attention, and have no nieans of influ«

encing. public opinion. They have no control over the purse

strings of the state, no patronage, and no opportunities of per-

forming any of those acts

powerlul efficacy in conciliating kindness and rezards  Their |

. - v _ s d=
~ bours are discharged in the calmness of retirement, and are known

only by their results, and thege results, to those who are affected ',
by them, not unfrequently appear harsh and unpleasant. The
friendship of those in whose favoup |
ot conciliated, because they rightly “consider themselves' as re.
- Ceiving only what the law awards and what they are justly enti.
tled to; whilst the unsuccessfuyl litigant considers himself wWrong-
ed, and imputes to the Judge the injury which he decms himself
td have sustained. T'hose who approve his decisions ave silent and
supine; those who are dissatisfied are clamorous and active. ‘Thus
thiere are at all times numergus little, busy factions, scattering
whispers and insinuvations, and ready to act with united force a-
nt judge. Against these
Combined attacks he is obliged to contend alone. and has nothing
to oppose to them but the shield of integrity, His decisiong and
conduct are liable to Rusconstruction, while the reasons on which
they are founded are not known, op but imperfectly understood.
If to these and other elements of weakness, (which operate with _'
peculiar force in regard to the office of chancellor,) be added jne
A commission or the salary, the Judges
cannot possess the firmness and j ndependence which are indispen.
sable to the faithful tischarge of their high and important functi-
ons.” In vain should we expect the sc
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The judges ave few in number, and are
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