" OF THE IIOUSE OF DELEGATES, -

On motion hy Mr. M«Clean, the following resolution’ was read, assented to, and sentto the senate,
Resolved, ‘I'hat the treas.rer of the wesiurn shore of Uhis plate, Jay (o Avtiiew Slcer, niesees  er of -
the senate, and to John Quyun. door keeper of the house of delegates, the sutn 0 sixty dullare cach, for
taking care of the turniture of their respective houres during the recens of the legislature, o
- On -motion by Mr. Merrick. Ordered, That the comniitiee un engrossed bills be authqoiised to em‘-lo,
any additional clerks which may be necessary tu expudite the businees ol the scisivil, :
Mr. M:Mahon delivers the following report: -~ R ‘ IR
'I'he committee of srievauces and courts of justice, to whom was teferred the memorinl of James P,
Heath, late register of the court of chancery, beg leave to submit the folloying tepoit: In comphauce
with an ovder of this house, adopted at an early petiod of this session, it becrme thewr duty to jnguire in-
to the delinquencies of the late registers in chancery, and to arcertain aud sepuit fo this bouse, how tar
these delinquent officers had complied with a tesolution passed at the tast geveral aseanbly, which requi-

_red of them the completion of ‘thei vecords on or belore thie Ist of January 1825, ln oing this, (hey

deemed it proper. in order ta a justification of the coercive measures to whi.h-the slate was aliott to 1ee

- soit, to present a tull and perlect view, as lar as pract cabie, of the extent oi these delinguencics, »id of

the efiorts heretotore made to obviate the cousequenyes sesulting, or likély torcenlt browm them  Tiere-
purt made by them was designed to cxpose and censure cilicial neghpeuce, wherever lound, w.thia the .
range of their inquities, without regard to the perayus to whom it unght be imputed; and it was lcunded
gsolely upon the lact of neghgence long continued, olten adimonished, yet never-atoved for. The muvio-
rialist, James P ileath, esqr. having been reporied to the last general assembly as one of thosewelai:iting
registers, and having been embraced by the rcsoiution of the last session, his corduct, as muicerang tie

same unmitigaied neg'ect which mark ed that of the other 1egisters, of course mel with the rame vejaos

bation. To exonerate himself fram the common charge cfnegligence, Mr Heath has di-clsed in hir u e
morial, certain facts which have never been presented to this on any precedivg comiitee, nud which al
though ttey do not ful'y jusiify, will yet betound toextenuate bis weglect in s preatdegec; aid it an theeve.
fure but due to hi .+, and ty the public, that the sume pablicity nh'oy\d be given (o there ailen fadng facts,
which has already been viven 10 the cominon censute, Froa the centificates oi reopeciable peaiiemen,
employed as clerks in his office it seems that Mr Leath, fiom the nmomgnt ¢l s Epaanve iLte the ol
fice, had a clerk i his. employ expressly for the puipose of vecording, and that by ths ¢'erk the t1ecords

had been in a great degree regularly kept up, until the executive took possession of all the papers of the

. office. under a resolve of the legislatu-v and sent them into the country. Lt secms furtter, that even af-

ter the remaval of the papers, the recording clerk followed thew intotheconniry forthe purposc vt keepe
ing up the recards, but that he was precluded by constani calls upon him for e pertormance of Wil sty
duty, and that the papers remained in.:his condition “and these diliculiies exinted, nutil the ves:guation.
of Mr Heath ‘These facts geemn wholiy ta cxonerate Mr. Heath {rom the commop charge ol negligence
down to the moment of his resigznation; hut although the papers alter their ren oval never came into his.
oftice, or directly under his control as register, still it was ungwéstionatly bis dits, aiter ali these obsta,
cles had been removed, lo have completed his 1ccords as speedily’ as porsible, and notb to have suflered
them to remain in a state of chaotic coniusion "or nine years. ot can the coummitice Gnd any matter of
Just fieation in the other tacts Cisclosed in the mamorial, and .sastained by the ttatemenis «f the gentle-
mei above relerred to, which shows the small anivunt o fees; and the yut smmaller amonuut o! receipts du-
ving the time that Mr Heath acted as repisterr, aad the great expense incuried in vhecoustant payment of
fixed salaries to clerks, who were {requently intertupted in -their avocations by calls upou ibew lor mili-

~tary service. ‘I'hese statements do but prove, that Mr {leath tield this. oflice at an unlucky moment
y L l * [}

when the veceipts of ofiice were comparatively inconsiderable, . and may peshaps draw a shade of dif
ference between his culpahility, and that of wore fortunate officers. ¥et, althovgt the aguicpare ot fecs
was not the same, Lhe fces allotted for the performance of each official act, werc those which preceding .
asd succeed e registers had ¢ joyed, those for which Mr. lleath had.engaged to periorm tie ‘duiics of
s office, a-d lov which he ought (o hiave perforimed them, "Yet his omiesion iy oneof a redeemanle
tharacter; and in-present promprness in the completien of hisrecords, the vitizens of this state will very
readily forget or pardon all his past neglgence or omission, "All which is vesyectiolly sub.anited: .
_ By order, ' oo CJAS. B LATIMER Cik.

Which was twice read au:! concurred with, cee '

Mr, John Fdelen delivers the following veport: - - o

"Che commitles of claims to whom was 1e'erred the petition of Edward Pye of Charles county,praying
to be compensated for collecting. stoving,-and shipping arms Lelonging to the state, have had the same
uunder consideration, and hez leave to rcpmt;—_-'l‘-hac'h-om an examination ot all the circum=tauces con.

nected with the petitioner’s claim, and the atlidavit accompanying the same, tley are o' ouinion, thatthe.

petitioner is eutitled to the sum of Sity dollars asa compensation for his labour and trouble, which ap-
pears from the aflidavit, the governor and council were willing to allow wien his account was submitted
to them. It appearing however, that he has in his possession @ parecl of arms, your co. m tiec.are of
opinion, that he should be required to deliver the said a1 ms to the arm>urer hefore he shall be entitled to
e sa’d compensati-n, they therelore recommend the adopion of |hc.ffol!owi_ng resolution. KResolved,
That the treasurer of the western shore be & he i» heveby directed to pay-to tdward Pye, or order, the
sum of fitty dollars. forcollectinz and storing atms belonging tothe siale; provided. however. that the vaid
“dward Pye shall first deliver to the armouier at Annapolis, the arms belonging to théstate wow in his
PORS(’Ss‘ion_' . : By ovder, - - : . WM H l‘;MOKY, Cik.

Which was twice read, the resalution assented to, and sent to the senate. - - a

Myr. Dalcymple delivers the followng report: T : Ty

The cammittee to whom was referred so much of the executise communication as relates to the wood
necescary for the consunmption of the state, hey leave to repivg-g..,fl-'hat they have had thesame under con-
sideration, and troem the informacon which thev have derived, from & report made by that depastnient,
{in obedicnee to an ordec of this house,) are of opinion that tuiv srticle is consumed. by persous, whom,




