OF THE HOUSE OF DELEGATES,
they were pald, proceeds to require the present register in chancery to examine the unrecorded papers in
his office; to ascerta:n as neatly as possible the cost of recording the same estimating it according to the
present fees for recordiug allowed by law, and to report the result ot his inquiries to the next legisiaturs.
In obedience to this resolution, a report was prepared and submitied by R Waters, Evq. (he present regis-
ter, which was referred to the consideration of the late committee of grievances and courts of justice. ln
this report the register has drawn a distinction between those papers required to be t1ecorded under the
existing law of 1617, and the papers in mere personal actions, aud bas confined himselfto the obligations
imposed by that act upon his piedecessuis. This report was required and designed not for the purpose of
unfolding to the view of Lhelegislature, a full exposition of Lthe moral or even legal delingnencies of these
officers, but rather for the purpose ol enabling the house to asceriain the probable cost ol the completion
of the recor:s, in conformity to the act of 1817, the cases in which such tompletion might be expected,
te [ at the hands of the delinquent officers, their securities or personal representatives, and the cases in which
from insolvency or other causes, such expectation could not be cher shed, and in which therefore it be-
comes necessary for the siate to complere them at her own expense. It was desired principally if not
sclely to inform the state, as to the probable luss which she herself might sustain; and therefore it was
unnecessary for the Register to have done more, than to have specificd the cost of recording, n the uu. -
vecorded actions 1o which the law of 1317 relates 113 report has therefors only given us this cost, and
it is this cost which was reported to the house atits last session by the late commitiee of grievances in

t : , . )
cusf their report, prefixed to the resolution of the last session. ‘I hese reports answered their 1espective pure
kc I poses, but they do not suffice to show the extent of the delinguencies of these oflicess,

But some impoitant facts are disclosed by the repott of the Registet, which in. conjunction with others
elicited by the recent examinations of the commitiee, will show us their full compass It wouldseem that
Samuel H. Howard, remained register until 1807, and was succeeded by Nicholas Brewer, Esq who held
it until 1812, and then in his tutn gave way to Jumes P Heath, who held the office until 1515.. B,
-Bowie came as his successor and held it until 1821, The cost of recording the unrecorded papers, ab-
solutely necessary to be recorded under the restricted obligations of the law of 1817, and which eught to
have been recorded by these four gentlemen, 13 in the aggregate estimated by the Register, to amount to

::3 the enormous sum of ten thousand dollars, and upwards, of which Mr. Howard’s propottion is 4500,
hat ] Mr- Brewei’s 3000, Mr. Heath’s 1500 and Mr. Bowie’s 1500, In addition to thi» we a:e informed by the

Register, that the unrecorded papers which it was undeniably the duty of thesc officers to have recotded,
but to which the law of 1517 does not relate, although it dues not extenuate the riglect or purge the
officer, or entitle him to money received for services which he. never did perform, are at least equal to
one third of the other uniecorded papers, and the recent investigations oSl[:c commitlee say, pethaps one .
half Hence 1t is certain that these tour officers, have received after the proportions steve mentioped, at
least 13 or 14000 dollars, for which no services whatever have ever been rendeved by them. : :

?T:.. It indeed the matter rested in a mere veception of money-an an officer, without a consideration given
;1 of therefor, highly as this committee might censure such acts, they would view them in a different light,
irs [ But their conduct has not terminated with themeelves, and the parties from whom these feev have been re-

ceived = They have neglected the performance of duties which are not extinct, which must be performed,
and for the performance of which, the state must stand -sponsor, ‘and. be the ultimate perforaer herselfe
Of the gentlemen above named, it seems that Messrs  Brewer and Bowie have given bonds, whilst Messrs.
Howard and Heath have not. T'he state it seems, must necessarily incur an expense ol at least 5 or 6600 dol-
faes,(rom their defaults; and from the long neglect to suein one of the bonded eases, it is extremely questiona-
ble whether she must not incur a cost of at least 3000. " In the present condition of our treasury,such a
fldemaid upon it cannot but be regarded as peculiarly oppressive, and eannot hut awaken the jublic indigna-
tion aganst individuals, who although exalted to one of the n:ust lnevative offices ot our state, could yet s0
far forget the hand that exalted, as to render its friendship seli oppressive and sell ruinous, o
‘B Nor can the committee discover any thing to mitigate their tigglect, in the conduct of such of these offi.
cers as are yet alive, subsequent to the discovery of their delinquencies. ‘The law of 1817 should of itself,
have been sufficient to stimalate them to the performance ofduties of the importance and urgency of which
hey mast have been fully sensible, but notwithstarding the long indulgence up to the vear .1822, we do
mot find them making the least eftorts to redeem their past misconduet but rather confirmed in their ne-
Wolect by the mercy shown to them. In 1822 they were again reminded of their obligations by the resola-
ion requiring the report of the register, and in 1823 the full extent of their deficicncies was pointed out te
hem, the hand of mercy again extended to them, and again has that mercy been contemned. The rese-
ution of the last session assigned them the first of January 1825, as the period at which they should com.
plete Lheir records, and directed the Governor and Council to enjoin it upon the attorney general to in.
stitute the necessary actions against ail of those officers who shall not comply with the -resolution.
I'he termination of the period of indulgence is near at hand, and the committee regret that they muststate,
ps the result of their inquiries, that no steps whatever have been taken by the defaulicrs in compliancs
ith the resolution, nor even a paper touched. - T T L ' o
As the resolution of the last session has prescribed the course to be pursued, after the termination ofthe
fgndulgence lately giveu, your committee deeas it unnecessary to do more than o urge it upon the Gover-
or and Council, so soon as it has lapsed, to carry the resolution into instant execution. The state has
JIndeed been long suffering and slow to wrath, and it is now {ull time that she should fiom a regard to her
pwn safety, adopt some compulsory measures when all persuasives bhave failed.. - S
Al which is respectfully submitted. : P o -
Which was read. . : S .
Me. King presents a petition ‘rom "Jesse Hughs arnd Alexandsr Jones, of Somerset county, praying
hatthe said Jesse Huzhes may be autharised to give a deed to the said Alexandcr Jounes; referred to
ess18, King, Teackle, and Dennis. - SR , C T ,
Mr  Hope reports a bill. entitled, An act to enlarge the powers of the tsustees of the poor of Harford
. Jounty, and for other purposes; which was twice read, passed, and sent to the scnate.. o
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