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settled and in possession of the Indian natives, there was some difference of. opinion, whether !
the north or the sodth branch of the river was the longest and’extended furthest westwardly — ~and ¢
But so soon as this fact was ascertained, there being not the least doubt about the application TRiSSIC
ol thecall in the charter to the south branch, asthe longest, the lord proprietary of Maryland same
proceeded to issue gaten_ts for'lands lying between the north and the south branch of the Po- T two g
X’mml:?gs being rightfully a part of the territory which lad. been granted to him——-Landh, _bour:g
s8. 173. - . ' _ : ' | _ an
Soon after the settlements..of Virginia were extended ‘Wwestwardly over the valley of the thg §3

Shenandoa, a controversy arose between-the colony of Virginia and Lord Fairfax as tothe ex. and al
tent of ths grant which he had obtained for the northern neck of Virginia; which called for all havel

the land “bounded by and within the firstheads or springs of the rivers Tappahannock, alias state {
Rappahannock, and Quiriough, alias Potomac, rivers, the courses of the: said rivers, from their the m
said first heads or springs, as they were commonly called and known by the inhabitants, and, standi

+ descriptions of those parts.” Intheadjustment ot this controversy,to which the proprietary respet
of Maryland was in no way a party, the claim of lord Fairfax, about.the year 1748, was pushed of hig
over to the north branch o the Potomac, as being the true location of hisgrant. (Revised Code the st
Virg. 5, 10.) But these yarties, as will be seen by a singleglance at the map, were both of -whon
them interested in having Lord Fairfax’s claim thuslocated and adjusted; Virginia, because -tomac
she would be deprived by it of the least quantity of her territory; and, Fairfax, because he states
would gain more land, aud of better quality lying between the two branches of the Potomac, vigab)
than he would lose of barran mountain, lying between the head springof the south branch, and the G
that of the Rappahannock: In consequence of this adjustment of the pretension of others,. so opinic
much to the prejudice ofthe Lord Proprietary of Maryland, he determined, soon after the and tk
séttlement of his province was allowed, by the British King, to be extended toward those bor- withir

ders, to have his claim submitted to the King in Council: the common -umpire and tribunal in . Res
the last resort, which atthat time, entertained an absolute jurisdiction over such matters; but. sioner
the revolutionary war breaking out about the same period the affair was, for the time, put to. Ply an
regt.—'—La];ld. i\ss.:fnﬁ' Al o M 'l dh o c T the du
ince the close of the revolution, Maryland has never lost sight of this her just claim; and by pensal
resojutions repeatedly passed by her general assembly, the stgtc of Vi rgiuiajhas been invite(yl westel
toappoint commissioners, on her part, for the pur of having the boundary between them treasu
amicably, exgt_lre'd\{.and ﬁnallly adjasted, designated and sett]eg-. But owing to causes, of the Res
nature of which this assembly are not apprised, those invitations have not been attended to by the U:
the state of Virginia, and the true location of the divisional line between them yet remainsun.: Verno
ascerf.ained. LT o L ' ' ft the
This assembly feel it to be the duty of this state, and believe it to be that of every other may b
member of the confederacy, to prevent and remove, by every possible means i its power, where
every cause of ill feeling or of controversy which may be, in any manner, likely to di- may b
turb the harmony of the Union. During the existence of the articles of confederation, whick ced ont
provided for the institution of a tribunal for deciding on controversies between two or more Res
states concerning doundary jurisdiction or any other cause, several “instances occurred in senato
which congress was called on, and interposed for the purpese of adjusting the boundary be- and re
tween neighbering states. (6 Cran. IOG.h And the great object in the adoption of the present respe
constitution of the United States was to harmonize and bind together. all tﬁe several states in, and w
one indissoluble bond of union, and several of the express provisiens of the federal constitution. made,
?yseir'ttio)haye a direct reference to thissubject of controverted boundary. (2 Dal. 449—4 ‘hi)& S
<1, 0.) - oo _ S ' - T.
It seems, therefore, to this assembly peculiarly fit, and suitabfe, in such a matter of contro- The
versy as that which now exists between this state and the state of Virginia, relative to the ‘09““"{
boundary between them, that they should call apon their commen protector, umpire and friend ‘Tuoent
the government of the United States, to lend its aid, and to interpose its good offices for the *he St
~ purpose of effecting a-full, fair and final adjustment of this whole matter; and the occasion also, admin
appears to this assembly, to be singularly seasonable and propiteous, when tke natipnal gov- securi
ernment, for great national purposes, is about, of its own accerd, to make a survey along this time t
very controverted boundary, which may result in that government’s asking of the state of tes al
Maryland to make a surrender of the right of soil, or of privileges, or of jurisdiction, that she. much
should be enabled to act fairly, rightfully and understandingly in ceding,or in withholding take p
that which was clearly her own and no more than her own—Therefore, b 1mon {
Resolved, That this assembly do highly approve of the propesal of the President of the Uni- the cre
ted States to make full and accurate surveys of a great mational canal route for connecting the State |
Atlantic with the western country by a line passing through the seat of government; and also Lion:—
of the several routes through which the waters of the Ohto may be connected;by canals- with. r h‘?m
those ofiake Erie; and they do alse most respectfully beg and hope, that those canzl routes for g cd,is:
connecting the waters of the Susquehanna with those of the Chio river, as well as with the wa- Samuc
ters of the lakes Erie and Ontario may be inlike manner explored, examized aud estimated the cor
with care and precision; since, in @ national foint of view, they may be found to be of very - Wrigt
great, if not, of the very highest importance for both military and commercikl purposes to the one ot]

whole United States. ~ ay in

Resolved, That it is deemed fit and proper, before the state of Maryland grants any rights arde
o;lpmnle in or near the river Potomac, forthe purpose of improving its navigation by ca- to the
nals or otherwise, that the southern and western boundary of thts state should be fully” and tion of

finally adjusted and settled. And for the purpose of effecting this great object, the governor M
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