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ihe P¢nitentiary, but to intérpret the decisions .of ‘onr courts of justice in criminal cies, as
they may deem fit; setting at nought the most im vant past of the seatence. :
«criminals, ov viewing it as mere autponty ch!;ed in them to. enforce their police ‘- ‘tm
by confinement, asa punishment for their infraction. The directors ales declmgﬁz t “ghe
af mechanical kuowvledge (of mmmm) are the leading oljects "y

utility and acquirement
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nd “the ithituti@n." _ . . AR N -
- T hat the penetentiary from its foundation to:the present time” ‘been conducted on such
oubt exists in the minds of your eommittee, It has been considered and
nttime no criminal .

.principles, hot @ d _ _
-carried on as a state M amifactory, and consequently from 1809 to the prese
<code has existed in this state except on paper. -Tﬁere are ‘twenty:two. cells, which as your
- committee believe are entirely inadequate to carry ifto- complete: effect the sentences J the .

they: would be sufficient ‘to enforce

me N .

tiv IR courts; yet if used only ot the. purposes intended Ly law, )

ity the sentences of the courts on the most hardened and atrocious of the criminals, those who
terms .of the prisoner’s confinement are

‘had commndted crimes of the highest grade, and asthe
various and do not expire at the same time, the cells. might be .the means, judiciously manag-
effect upon the criminals a few months before they were duc.hﬁed -
er

«d, of producing a salutary

and turned loose upon socicty, As fo the internal ‘administration -of the pe .

Lents for nishehaviodT. ought to have - been devise'd,.gud; as ishment,
observe shat the cells

_punishn

\§ a
rds Tharder work and diminished “llowance. L our committee will P
ah- for solitary confinement ave too jarge, admit too mch light and differ in no t from an A
ich -ordinary apartment. . I'hey are not adapted % eftfect the purposes of confinement as conmtera-
1ax B - plated Dy fhe scnience of the courts. Indeed so entirely unsuited to such purposes are they, }” 4|
ree the keeper informed yourcommittee, that the criminals preﬁe_rred-ca\ﬁnemu\' in the cells R
1 of IR where they could sleep as much as they: pleased, to the performance of their daily tasks, ST
use lie believed muny were refractory - in order to be punished accordin to the police of thedi- 7
: rectors. Yet the divectors assert the eells are gecessary to enforce &eir internal regulations, Yl
our “and that “the most p()-v.-'cx_'fulinflut'nce ofthe himse over the conduct of the prisoners consists . . L
by in the punishment by solitavy confinement.” ‘The absurdity “of transfering a criminal from his ) i
bis work, to confinement in a ccll by way of punishment when he prefers the latter to the former |
pe- must be apparent. - Your committee believe, that the criminals when confined in the cells ae. o 1
w, et treated as tite lew prescribes inregard to diet, and hence it cannot excite surprise, thut LI
~on- they preter dozivg in the colls to working in the shops. “Their confinement is entirely & mat- L3
hat I ter of interval police, and regulated as the directors may think properto require. ' Ty ‘
dil- Your cominittee are also anxious to attract the attention of the house toanother fact, which ko
re “they discovered in the administration of the penetentia_ry; .which is scarcely less injurious to its o “
' for interests, thih the non-crecution of the sentences of the courts relative to solitary. confine- -
: ve- .ment in the cells on low and coarse diet. Upon inquiry how the prisoners were lodaﬁed at 3
R RBU ht,yourcommittee were informed that ten and twelve slept in one -apartment. Had the ‘
ing; ‘legielature designed by the establishment of the penetei\tiary,~to'emt a school where vice of
every description shaould be sy stematically taught, where the old and hardened villain should
) one be confirmed in his dcpravity,‘m\d the young who from the -impulse of passion, or the pressure
suf- of temporary wa nt, were prompted 1o Violate the laws of their country, should be prevented
have from returning to virtve, and siould be instructed in all the gradations of crime, no better sys-
tary tem could have been devised than the penctentiary as ‘now organized, and at present adminis-
then tered. Every night, +he murdeyer, the robber, the counterfeiter are locked u with prisoners,
main wiise light orfences, by ruinow; policy, has consigned them to the same e with the most
have infamous of mumkind. Every g&ort of returning virtue 1s checked, every struggle of reviving
have ‘honor is paralysced, all the suggostions of sensibility to shame, and alithe resolutions of ve-
on of trieving_a character arc overwinimed, by the myghtly communications of confirmed depra-
stem vty andnarratives of suceessful vice. Vhen these circumstinces are taken into considera-
1S 4s tion,united tov with the non oxedrtion of the senteil€e of .the»__;coqrts as already ‘mentioned,
ce of your comunittec arc ot at a loss 0 discover W y the Peniteztiary has not answered the san-
fine- guine expectations of the benevolgnt authors 0 its ¢ 'tabhshq\e_m. o S - oy
than — The above observations coeprd iend all thatyour committee intend to offer on those grose
that ‘and palpable defects in the organiz:tion and administr _ti'on of the Penitentiary. which are of
11 re- snch maynitude, that they defeat the chief nbéects of its institution, and mﬁitate d',“c‘.,." t
ed i against the prrposes for which thr present mild penal code was. framed, the prevention of
' let- crimes and the reformation of oft nders. Whether they can be remedied in_such manner, it
at of that the Penitentiary system need pot be abandonecd, yom{qo‘mmiuee'will hereafter inquire. ‘r .
sutis- In the managementand internal ;dministx'atiou of thc:Penltei\tiar_v,' there are some defects 5
of the ~of minor importance, for which apremedy can casily beprovided by an alteration of thelaws
sidei- _regulating its internal affairs. ‘The prisoners are tperm'\ttcd to labor va depart- 0
ey US ments without being subjected to the constant -and vigihmt inspection of on€ of the deputies. v
CoUT- Although their tasks may daily be assigned to tlicin and they may be punished if not perform- :
Siromw ed; yet it js necessary thutno communication ‘whatever should take pﬂwe among them, which *
2 they can only be prevented by the firness and vigilance of adeputy who will dohis d\“¥ o -
' thet Your committee have been infopmed, and state with regret,. that the officers, chief and sub- W
Hee of ordinate, are Jdivided into petty c:rbals, eacli endeavorjng w udvance his own interest, thus de-
meris stroying that unanimity, concert 4nd energy of action, which are y necessary to -
qwould the successful admintstration of the Penitentiarys . your committee would Wtbﬂ pro- b
cohich priety of renewing the law which vested the appointment of the Keeper, phymcian, agent and R
f nic- book kecper, either in thelegishiture or the executive _",‘-\“Ch“f the government, . . o
court ' ' ‘ B '
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