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OF THE HOUSE OF DELEGATES. ~ = #

Gerry, L. B. Duvll, \\’oetion, Clark, Hughes, Nicholson, Tarbutt, Kemp, Peter, Brnc,e.-_-_-lﬁ. .
solved in the affirative, - B} " R
L{!Eb Edmuw WL B, Davdl reports a bill entitled, an act for the benefit of William C. Beard,
of Prince George’s county; which was read, ~ L .' L o

“I'he house adjourns until to-oITew WOrning 9 o’clock.

S o  FRIDAY, Decemher, 12,1823, -

The house met. Prescnt the same membersasas on yesterday,. The proceedings of yester-
day were read. R L _

: lT ne bill for the relief of Catharine Fridley, of Wasl_\mgton,county; and the bill .torepeal f.lw .
Jaws now in force for the destruction «i CrOWs In Caroline county, were scut to the senate.

M. Pitt presents a petition from Nancy Paul,of Dorchester tount ,praying she may be en-
Ll to the property of her deceased' son. Which wus read and referred to Meusrs. Pitt,
Loockerman and Willis. S Y R o o

O mativon by Mr.3prigs, leave given to bring ina bill, entitled, an actto reduce the priceot

e stites land 1o Allegany county. Oedered that Mossrs, S]’)_rigg',‘M‘l_‘lenry,_'.F isher, Pitt and
Mierrvick report the same. ' T | A " | |
“I'ne bitl v the destruction of Panthers in Allegany county, was rcad the sccond time, pas- -

seid i seit to the senate, o . L R - : L
“Ciye bili to aathoris. tie register of wills of Frederick county, to collect_ debts due from the |

| catate of duceased persons, was read te second time, and will nut pass. :

The speaker Jaid before the house areturn from the clerk “of Bultimore county, rvelative to
the actendanee of the judges. Which wasready - - oo o0 - N
Jonn S, Puracll, L&y« delegate retaracd for - Worcester county, appeared, qualified and

8 tCOK Nis seat,

Mr. iSdelen reports a bill, cntitlcd,'ap act forthe reliéfi of N;(_gk% Cox, of Charles county.— '
And a bill, entitied, an actfor tae beaelit of George W, Neal, of Charles county, and for other

surposes. -Which were read,

Oamotion by Mr. Pits, che following resolutions were rcady - - ' R , _

WiERKAS, the history of wlfree govern uents has demonsurated, that the liberty of the Eco- '
ple his hegn oftener destroyed by grdual aad ilﬂ{)Ql‘Ct"ptl!)le ..enc;mawhl_ncu_lts..tth:m- by sudden_
and viotent usarpations; that the stability of republican institutions has been mainly endangered
hy a vestless spirit of innovation, or by the passive acquiescence 9f the people in meusures -
founded upon false and specious principlesof policy; and taat the efforts of daring and vicious -

B ..abition to subvert them are chiefly to be deeaded when secrét, or conceialed by measures ap-

sarenzly having a tendency to promote the welfave and prosperity of the people. AND WHEREAS,
it is the duty of a people, enjoying the blessings of a free form of government,vigilently toobserve
the condiact of those to whom they entrust its administration, lest they o’erste the boundaries
prescribed for them, and assume powers inimical to their rights, & hostile to the purity and pere
manency of their institutions; it is also their imperious duty, their most precious prerogative,
when their public functionaries shall adopt measures, or shall extra oflicia ly engage in procecd-
ings teading toimpair their sovercignty, or weaken or duninish their politicul privileges, to
counteract or res st them by such nieans as their institutions ma s prescribe.  AND WHERFEAS, it
is a fundamental principal of American policy, recognized in -the constitution of the U. Ytates,

¥ .ud the constitutions of the several states, that the sovereignty resides in the peo e, that the
\ . 5 . y

ave the only legitimate source of power, and that they may delegate a portion of their sqvc‘rcign.
ty to their representatives to cffect certain political purposes, defined by the constitution, for
their common prosperity and welfare,  AND WHEREAS, the constitution of the United States
has vested the clectionof the chief magistrate of the republicin the people mediately by elect-
ors chosen by themselves, AND WHEREAS, any atteinpt to excert an undue influcnce on the

¥ minds, to sway the opinions, or prevent the fair, manly and unprejudiced expression of the scu-
§ riments of the'people inthe excercise of their mos: esscutial right, to clect thienr highest execu-
| tive officer, is an arvogant assumption of power, aninsolent and unauthoviscd in*erterence with

the people, equally insulting to their understanding, repughait to the spirit of their institutions
and ‘destructive to their onstituticnal zuthority.  AND WEEREAS, ah opinion very generally

L4Y prevails, that an attempt will be mude during the present session of Congross, by means of a

caucus nomination, to destroy the tair and legitimate aperation.of the public scutinient, in rela-
ticn to the election of the next president of the United States, and duect it into a channel which
will subserve the interests of a tew intriguing aud wnbitious individuals: ‘ o
“Pherefore, we the members of the denae and House of Delegates of Marylund, exypressing
the sentiments of a farge majority of our constitaents, and viewing any attempt, DY Means of -
fongressional catcus nomination, to control the petitimeits or to fetterthe riglts of the peo, le
toeicct the Presadent ofthe United Btates, as a just canse of aluein, ind being .st:l'iuusii' iniprese
sed with the coaviction, thatif such a precedent suoukl e once fivmiy cataniizaed, t
tution would be viotated, the people depinca o o st esséatial braneh of their sovercigaty,
& eventually the Congiess ot the u. S0 hevaime aa electoral vuilege for the election of the |
President, thereby muiileting or perhaps catiresy aestrovii the faie falirie of the repubiic, have
Resotved, "t w catcits nominaticn of 4 candidiee for the Pre-idogey of thelinded  Stares
by the members of Congress, is imexpedicat il epugiunt to the spiot of the republican tnsd
tutions of our country, S S T B _ L
Resolved, [hat his excellency the Governor be requested to transipit a copy of the fore-

¥ going preambie wud vesalinthon o cuch ol oy Seatory and Reproseniann e in Uow ek,

¢ consti~ -




