~ VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS

to receive one prisoner eachy, for thirty daysata time, (the period limited by Law,) woeald amouyt
to 26-+ prisoners that might be contined in a year, eily one month cach, and proporticiably I,
if repeated inany instances in pursuance of the sentences ——the avaiuge nunber confined
in theinstitution for the lastfour years, being about three hundred and fifteen, renders, of
course, that part of the sentences relative to solitary confinemcnt, utterly impracticible in the
present state of the buildings, for ditferent persons, from one hifth to cne tw entieth of the whele
sentence as variously directed by the different courts. '
3d. 'The partial exccutionof the solitary confinement of the sontences is executed at niglt,
vith the highergrades of offenders, butif extended tothe whole ndiscrimmately, and apy Led
curing the day _also, would be very - diflicult to adjust and coatound all distinction so - desiruble
Letween good and bad conduct in the house, and the incitements held out tor reformation,
<th. 'T'he impression seems to have prevailed at the bourd alway s, that the soatary  confine
ments of the hoase were sufiiciently extended to answer every purpese ef the sentence, b,
viithin and without the house, while its liberal execution, thougi practicable, would serieisiy
curtail its productive Libour, and its cupacitics for that great object of the sutiution—i -
sauc.don of the prisoners” i tradesand habitsof industry. “Fhe schtary. confinement. s
surongly dreaded in the house, but 1t is thought not to be much folt abroad. "Vhis punisihiges
is but lightly adminsteredat present; vet 15 considered suriiciont so far by the boerd, as i,

~ pensableto the discipline of the house. - Thus twenty-two cells (the cxist.ingf number) desigifq

competent to influcnce the police or improvement of the house. Cuonceiving toe, thtthere. -

miust always depend morce onthe skill, and, management, aad co-operation ofali tause con-
corned in the management of the institution, than on the virtue ot specific rules and regulation:,
it would appear ihen, from these stuteinents— '
1st. ‘That the full exccution of Lhe seuntences as to solitary confineinent, is mainly i} ractic..-
Ll for want of room. : S . o

<J. That the partial excution of them would be very difficult to proneriion, & seem to imply ae

‘1.:ch authority in the Board as the present modification of theniy”

2d. "That the confinement in whoie, or in part, froni the court authority alune, weuld tuke the

chied instrument of discipline of the house from the hands of its ofncers,

-ta. ‘Thatthe time oceupred by it would materially interrupt the finprovement of the pri-

.oners in trade, and the benelits of the house derived from their labour. Eut how far the solitary
«. nfinement, unconditionally executed, might operate abroad as a preventive to crime, having
L.over been tested, the board do not feel competent to determine, but would articipute no p.ow -
fal influence®trom it, while the disadvantages to the improvamuent ot the prisoncers,and the be-
s.ehits of the house are obvicus, wnd it would require new arrangements and reseurces in consi-
cerable extent to effectits This subject, it must be acknowled sed, lnvolves a quesdion of grew
delicacy und iniportance in the penitentiary system, and is' worthy of mature consideration.

T'o the foregoing, we beg leave to wdd, that the confinement of a prisoncr ivi one rionth,

would cause the loss of two months labour; and in somc cases four, according to the state of the -

~respuctive constitutions of the prisoncers, to which disudvantage ought tobe added the hospit!
expense, where all must be sent on account ot the debility caused by tiie confinement; andw
these united disadvantages, must be added the cost of extending the hospital lmits, to affird
room for the great influx of patients; and to crown the whcie, a due cbrervince of the solitary
coniinement as enjoned by law, would cccasion, particularly in the warnimonths, a mortality
ameng the convicts, greatly to be feared and depricated.. ' '

James Mosher, President proten. David Burke, 'Thomas Hillen, T, Sheppard, Richardl1l

Yones, Danniel Coan, John Daugherty, Peter Levering, John Owen, Sceretary.
(n motion by Mr. Purviance, the foliowing- message was read, assented to, -and sent with
tic bill to thesenate: . ' , '
o ~BY THE HOUsLE OF DELEGATLS, February 20,1825,
Gentlemen of the Senute—\Y ¢ return you the biil, entitled, Anact 1or the relief of Charity F
Tearnier, which wus rejected by your honourable body, and respectfully ask a reconsideration ol
e same, - By order, oo J. BREW LR, Clk.
‘f he bill for the relicf of Nathaniel F. Boggs, was read the second timefpassed, and sent to
Wweosenate, ' - N : o _
¢.n motion bv Mr. Keller, leave given to bring ina bill, entitled, An act for the benefit of Jolhix
C.rter and William Gover. - Urdered, that Messrs. Keiler, Semnics and Williams, report tiw
Saiis. € A ' ' R
Ll senate, _ _ X A _
v Allen presents a petitien from negro Charles Gwinn, of Harford county, praying for a
- special aet otinsolveneys read and referred to Messrs. Allen, Chauncey and Nerns,
A Norris presencs o petitiou from negro Priss, of Harford county, praying for aspecial act
of insolveney; roud and referred to Messrs. Norris, Chauncey and Allen, - -
On metwoi by Mr. Hotfman, the following message was read, assented to, and sent with the
bill tothe senate.  BY THE HOUSE OF DELEGATLS, February 20, 1823,
Gentlemen-of the Senate—\We have reconsidered the amendments propesed by your honou-

rzble body tothe bill, entitled, A further supplemant to an act, entitled, An act for the more ¢i-.

icctual collection. of the ceunty, charges in Allegzmv county, and propose an amendment to
vour amendment, by striking out the word “eight” in the tentli line of the first section, and i
serting the word “five,” and respe-tfully ask vour henourable body to reconsider and pass the
sui.e as amended.—amendment proposed; strike eut “eight” and insert “five.” -

"By erder, . JOHN BREWER, Clk. 7~

1 he bill for the relief of Thomas N. Burdett, was read the second time, passed, and sent 1.
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