-

the 1r'u'e' cha§a¢ter of our-judiciary. These statements point out in a very striking manner the

defects in the organization of that branch of the government, and will be essentially useful in - -

suegesting the remedy. .

‘rom the evidence thus furnished, your committee do not hesitate to say, that the adminis-

“tration of justice in this state is characterised by the most expensive delays, which in some of

the larger districts amount almost to a denial of justice. From what causes this evil sprin
vour committee would not undertake to say. It may, in part be accounted for, by the dis

tion of the termsin some of the circuits leaving too small an allowance of the time to the first

court; and partly, perhaps, by the limited salaries of the judges not enabling them to incur the
travelling expenses which would be necessary in holding -adjourned courts. Beth of these de-

fec.s are within the reach of alegislative remedy, and your gommittee would respectfully re-

commend them to consideration. o o -
Without saying more in reference to the merits of this subject, your committee would beg
Jeave tosuggest the propriety ot referring this whole matter to the judges of the court of ap-
peals at their next session, with instructions to thein to examine the returus of the clerks ac-
companying this report, aml to confer together upon the propriety of making such alterations

in the judiciary system as the wants of the people might require, and for the prevention of de-
lay in the courts; that they be instructed to prepare a bill, which should make provision fortwoe
“sessions of the court of appeuls in the year, for the hearing of ‘arguments; also for the speedy

rendering up of judgments in the county courts, either at the first or second term, in cases where

there is no dispute, requiring afidavits of merits to be filed at the appearance er imparlance - -

term; giving the parties power also, at the first or second term, to take out commissions for
the examination ot witnesses.. ‘I'hat a provision be likewisc inserted to regulate the stay of ex-
ecution upon judgments confessed at the first or second term, for a period not excecding twelve

munt]TNQg_\thut the said judges insert such other provisions in the biil, as will in_ their judg- -

ment facilitage the trial of causes in their courts, and render more rigid the obscrvance of the
rules of practice. - : . .

Your committee helicve also, it would have a good effect to lay a tax'upon.'every continuance -

of a cause after the trial term, to be paid by the party asking the continuance; and also that

g the {)artics to a suit, where the cause 1s contested by a dueobservance of the rules of court

should be allowcd to bring their canses to trial at the second term, givingin such casesa stay of

execution for six months; tiiese provisions your committee would therefore recommend to be

(3 . . .

en§rafted upon the bill abo¥rementioned.

our committee refrain from saying any thing upon the 'sigbject of tllé.eqﬁity jurisdiction of
the courts, as that subjcct hus been already before the house ina very lucid and satisfactory ex- -
position accompanying the resolutions from the scnate referring the preparation of a bill upon -

this subject to the chanccllor, which resolutions your committee beg ieave to recommend to the
adoption of the house. : ' o - Lo ,
Your committee, in conformity with the views expressed in this report, would respectfully ad-
vise the passage of the following rcsolutions: T R _
Resolved, That the report of the select committee upon the administration of justice, and the
returns of the several county clerks to the legislature, in Enrsuanoe of the call of that commit-
tee, be referred to the judges of tiie court of appealsat t
tion be invited to the subject of thesaid report, with a request that they take the same, with the

documents accompunying, into their consideration, and make a report thereon to the next gene-
ral assembly, including in their report a bill setting forth the principles suggested in the said re-

port, with such other amendments, alterations or additions, as in their judgment shall be most
conducive to facilitate the administration of justice throughout this state.

Further resolved, I'hat the report and resolutions, with the dosuments accompanying, be de-

posited in the council chamber, with directions to the clerk of the council to deliver the same .

to the judges of the court of appeals at their nextmecting. All which is respectfully submit-
ted. o . BY OI‘dCl', L Y T, LRO > ‘D-Clk.

Which was read. ‘ C T o L

On motion by Mr. H. Kemp, the following order was read: L o ' T

Ordered, That the governor and council cause the bill, entitled, Anact to incorporate a Po-
*omac Canal Company, as has been amended by the committee to whon it was recommitted,
and is withdrawn for the present session, to be published, as it has been :s0 amend in one of
cach of the newspapers printed in Easton, Baltimore, Frederickand Hager’s town, for the in-
formation of the people. o : RO o

‘M. Teackle moved to insert the bill to provide for the g’ublic education of youth, and topro- .

mote the interest of agriculture. Mr. Allen moved to add “the bill to abolish imprisonment for

debt.” When Mv. Duvall moved, and the question was put, that the whole be referred to the

next general assembly? Resolved inthe affirmative. - o
The house adjourns until to-morrow morning 9 o’clock, -

- ' L TUESDAY, February 18, 1823, S
‘The ngse met. Present the same members ason yesterday. The proceedings of yesterday
were read. S L o

Mr. Roberts reports a bill, entitled, An additional supplement to an act, entitled, An act au-
thorising a lottery for raising a sum of money for the purpese therein mentioned, passed at No-
vember 1809; which wasread. o ) . : . N

On motion by Mr. Purviance, Ordered, that the petitition of Robert Oliver, and the bill re-
ported thereon, be withdrawn. . = 4 S .

. . ¢
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eir next session, and that their atten- -




