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OF THE HOUSE OF DELEGATES.

nereod, the one originating in the senate, the other in this hovse, have heen laid upen your table
ince the subject was commiited to thienr consideration, to the justjce of gither of which reports,
our committee cannot assent, but are convinced, that the errors and miscalculations in eaid re-
orts, have arisen from a want of attention on the part of the authors, to thesidvantages of this river,
adiy noping, that nothing therein can be imputed to local or sectianal. feelings and prejudices.

evertheless, your committee greatly regret, that .o far as this river has-been the subject of one, .

{ notof both of said reports, the authors scem to have been ‘in pursuit-of d:fficnlties and impedi.
ents to its improvement, rather than the mcans ol making.nseful, a river so just'y the pride of the
tate, and 60 anxiously looked to by the founder of our republc, not only as asource of vealth
nd importance t this srate, but as a bond of union between the rrmotest points of this wilely ex-

ended empire. {nevidence of the Jifficultics attending the improvement of the Potomac, the com.
nittee of the senate have incorporated in their report, an-extract trom a commnnication made by

pir, Latrobe to Mr. Gaidlatin in 1808, as to lows: ¢“T'he trade of this canal, es;=c:ally during 1he
ear 1807, has been so great, that there appeass eviry prospect of i-a becoming a uroduetibe work
n those years in which there is a consideralile-and equnal quantity of water 'n the. river; dur on this
sreumstance it must always depend. The information respecting it which cae he obtuined tiom the

omua v on the spot, renders it unnecessary for me to say more upcit it,”  Your committee hum.
i, conceive, that no stroager language could have bhecn Used in commendat:on of the mprive.

nents of this river then effected, than th-t used bv M¢ Latrobe in the above extract . The ¢eme
mittee of the senate, decming it wise to print in italics 2 part of said extract, wh ¢h is nut talicired
a the original, your cosmittee w.ll pa- . from it with this single remark, thet with ceference to the
ppinions of the authors of the report, we apprehend the utility of every canal will de_end upon its
peing supplied with a sufficient quantity ot water, fur the transpartstion of the praduce to whrh its
eographical situation entitles it.  Your committee have looked -in vain-for the doubdts of the prae.-
icability of improving this river, contained in. the abuve extract. divcovered and referred to by the
ommiltee of the senate, and insist that all (o be inierted theréfram, is favaradble to any jact plan of
mproving the river that the legislature may in it- wisdom adopt  If vour commitie- were dispo.
ed to view this as a contest hetween those interested in the improvement o' the Potomae, ard
pthers equally interested in the improve ment of the Scsquchannah thev would fin  no d.flicu'ty in

.

xtracting from Mr. Latrobe’s communicaiion, the suggestion «f numerou ; real and almost invnper.

ble obstacles to the improvement of (he Susquetannah. yet thev-hope those oh«tables have tcen
' agn_iﬁed in Mr. Latyobe's report, and recommend to the attention of the state this last menticned
ivcr. S . R o \ S - .

The improvement of the Susquehannah is an object of great 'imporgmce. iﬁd will doubtless con. |

risute much to the wealth of the state, Lut :n the op-aton of your comm:ttee, the grestest advau-
azes redulting from :uich improvement, must be gathered by s mister state; vet we tiust, that no
eeling of selfishness will induee this <tate to delay u-eful and profitalile - improvements. becaure a
heichboring state may participal 1n thewr advantag v, © . o - ‘

The Potomac, in the opinion of your comum-tte~, presents at this moment, the po'nt where ought
o bagin the ficst operations of that sp ri of ymprovenent, now man fe-tly awakened in Mauviand,
t runs through atract of country equal in soil and fertility to sny in the bubitshle glube, and (ar
urpassing any other, over which the statc has juisdiction. or control, It is wisited by nomeércus
ributary strcams, all of which pass through fich vallies, which promise to pour their wealih into
his state when the high way shail be esrabiivredthrongh which namire intended it should pase.

We beg leave to pre-ent to the view of tn  house, the various creeks and rivers which contrihute -

0 swetl the waters of this river, in its ¢ .irs~ wram -the \lieginy _mountains ta tide water, [ re.
cives on the Maryland shore, Will's, Evit's, 1 own, Fifteen mile, Sideling Hill; ‘Fanclowa., Lick-
ng Conecocheague, Antielam and Cotoctin croeks, wnd the river Mon.casy; on the Virginia

hore, the waters of the South Branch, the (zieat Cacapehon and Shenandosh rivers, ‘and Patter.

Pon’s, Little Cacapehon, Sleepy, Bark, Opicon and Goose Creeks flow intoit. Maost of these
$ireams are now navigable in high water, and when the imsrovements contemplated in the Po-
Bomc shall be complected, an irresistible temptation to the improvement of the navigation of the
have mentioned crecks and rivers will be ofle.red to the states to which they belong.— From Cum-
erland to tide water, is a distance of 188 miles; and in this distance -the river is <aid to havc o fall

(735 feet. The Potomac passing from the west towards the east, th:ough the mouatains and .

ilges runing from North to South, must necessari.y become a rapid and rough stream, but its ra-

Bidity and the magni:ude of itsfall, s0 far from defeanng, would miniiter to the purposes of an In. -

cpendent canal, cut by its side, from Cumberlaad to tide water, S

That such a canal is not only practicable, but easily accomplished, your commitiee cannot con-

¢ive it necessary to report to an enlightened assembly, understanding the situation and intereste of
he state. The banks of the Potomac are in a great degree composed of allusia' 'and, and easily
xcavated This circumstance of itself will greatly diminish the expenditure usually contemplated
or works of this character and magnitude, but without this, -canals are now constructed at one

ali ot the expense heretofore supposed necessary; and the opening of » conal must at this day he - .'

ttended with unusual aifficaity, if it cost more than a turnpike rosd.  Your committee have con.-.
ulted the best advisers, and avail themselves of the best means ol information, by which thiey could
most accurately ascertain the prohable cost of the proposed work, and they ave convinced that a
anal may be made from Cumberland to tide water, with two paths for the working of the boats by
orses, for the sum of one million five hundred thousand dollars, including ali works necewary to
he complete formation of the canal.—In the discharge of the duties. assigned to your committee,
hey wrote to John Mason, Esq. President of the Potomic com: any,. requiring information upon
ertain subjects enumerated im said letter, and submitted to him the vlan of improvement of t

ver proposed by your committee. - That documeat marked (A,) accompanying this repert, witl
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