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" OF THE nousw OF DELFGATES S 18
which was read The bi:l toincorporate thc prmdentmd mamgen of. thc shot tower compla
of Ba timore, endorsed “will pass with the proposed amendments; which umendment. were rea
asmnied ‘0 and the bill ordered te be engrossed, 7'ne b.dlto provide arevenue for the support. of
the governmez.c ot this state, endorsed “wil nnt pass’ and the Tollowing meluge'
BY 't HE SENATL, Eebruar, |9, 1822,
(’em’emen of the House of I)e{e;a es,

We have teceived your bii entitled, An act to provide a revenue for the su.port of the govem
meat of this state, Z'he ~enate are coa- mm.mmly prohibited aue:mg or amegiing.a bul o pro-
vide a.revenune and can therefore donothing else than pansor leJcct this bitl,

‘I'tve statement of the treasury department has demoustrated that' the pefmamt revenues of the

state amount to about $82,0C0, and when deducted trom the permanent expenditures wiil loave a

deficit of near $£50,000. I'ne state 15 row reduced to such a pecuniary condition as to leave it no
longer in the op..on of the legisliture whether a tax shall be imposed,  The senate belicve thata

resort to taxation ought to have been heal before this period; and that Ch!J'ldlcmlh application of a

sm lier amount than is now necessary, il made at an earljer pf..ﬂod Would l\we rche\'ed &he .state
from an embarrassment in its finances which we now expeuem.e, :

Believing thereiore as we do, that the serious dithcaliies inio which we han been lrd are stui.
butable in part to the failure ot former legxsluures Lo j.rovide cutient mesas of meeting the peca.
piary demands on our treaspry, as well as to the consequent error ‘of appropriating to-current ex-
penditutes sums which etght to have becn consicered s a principal or ¢apital, and the interest or
proceeds ol which cnly ouyht to have been disposed of. . T'hé seyjale canrnot proceed in & conrse as
jal Lo the best nterest of the state as they believe ic will be ultimately. tumious to our eitizens, It
appears ecident that a continwation of this austaken course of p oteeduig, which. contcmplates su
appropriaticn of the capital and permanent funds ot the sta-e to- its current exp:nses, and a- pm-

‘gressive increase of the amount imposed on those wio arc to succeed us will nltimately vesuit m

(he accumulation of suc’y a cebt as to require a must oppressive-und imtolerable system of texatiom,
T'his resuly the scoate believe can only be uvaided by a decisive and detetmitted reselusion to meet
impending ditficulties at their frst approach, by cammencing. with a system ol taxation which

shail provide the meaus as well of defraymyg the curient uymmw(eb as vt securing a fund gra-

dually to reduce the debts already incusred Ly tiestate, ’
The senate are aware of the pressure of the tanes, and of the fallamous hopes by which public

bodies as well as ndividuals deceive themmeives in a prospect vf Letier Laies aud more sbundant -
| means; yet they cannot buL behieve Lat aii the dictates op poh(lul madum tuu,eu an ghe getic

course,

- The scason of peace is the proper period in w l.:cl. to replen ish Hoe tr eamry and to rcpay thote
dralls wh ch expenience uas demonstrated to us a atate of war wiiineceosatily tequue us to.makeon
it, How long Lhis seasca may continue po huinan mwlh&,usu can’ deiu unnu, the uuly pruuen&
conree is.to assume such an atlitude as to be preparedfor ac hm;,e. S

Whether the situation oi our country is or i3 ot to experience such” an alterasion ss will ine

crease to our citizens the means or the inclination to mect the tecessary demands ot the treasuiy
may be considered matter o speculdhon. That the patiiotusm and good scnse i the people will in. -
ducethem chectinlly to coutribute (o the sccurity and estanhishinent of vur finoncial concerns is a

fact, which the senate cannot permit theaiselves tu uuubt \‘v .th lhu vltw ot t.hc sulueu. thic senate
heve to sugpest tne foliowing statetsents

T: e delicit o} revenue i, fairly stated at near $60 qu, tbe mode of procumg & revenue con.

tempiated by the bill sent from your uouse, 1w oiher respects efficient would Lot place fue Js i
the Lreasury in time to wecet ity en; gepements, Lragpears to be auwiuuly deeessaly tauiddoie w0
adupt soni» other mo ¢ vi procating ‘unds as weli Lo meet these cirent demanus, 28 also Lo dis
charge the debt of ¢ #U,00y due to the Favmers’ Bank. ‘This tundthe senaie b cluvr can be readig
procured, by authoriing alosn at five per oty A leanty the amountod & 106,000 would p.hu‘ n
the treasury a swin suthicivat Lo mreet ali 1ty n._,.i ctmendvianclug g the delit,” Hus toan wili en!s w1 Be
theamouut of anuui t'k'lv‘udllures vy llldx!ng i necessary to giovide tor the aonu .I interest.of Lhe
loan, and also fur such an annual wppropniaticn as witt secme lb\, rcdmnphou nnu 1e-paymisnt uf
the loan, -

These sums, added to the present de.icst will, as 3 aonears to the fenale, reqmre the adcption
of a system which wili provide an anuual revente equal o at  deast ©70,000, . I'hie ‘senale have
Rot been ahle to satisty them-elves that the other sources of. Tevinge awhich your House hat cunicme
plated in the severat bilis co that sul-ject received by the senate, can’ he 1elied un with any ccerain-

ty of producing such an amount as will ,.aterially. vary the ]ure,gom" esinnates; and they theldou :

find themselves compelled (v regard the b}atl‘nl i the bill now returied (o you s the onlv oue to

‘which the state must loui tor a sugply of its nece sitize. . The serate see with regret, that.the bill
provides for the rece ptot culy 3¢,000, a sum which the senate beliove is Jess zh.m one ha:r the

amount absolucely andmperiou Iv required. 'Ihe seuate have thereiore been incduced to rexct the

bilin the h:.pe that upon tuither cousideration you will be w;’lmw to erlarge thn sum direcied Lo be
Fai~ed, -

The senate will mare cheerfully uvitemn the enactment of 2 rwenue avetcm, il your honorsble

Abody will devise the mean- of subject:ng toa [ “porfion of the tiz, the individuals ln our state,
who although in the weaith.est class of the community are yet entirely bcymd the operation of
the sy-tem now propa- d tu uy, becau-e their ¢s ates do ot c«msm Of such artxcms of propecty as

are enumerated \n the laws dmc 1nZ che assessments,

The senate woald fartner sugge.t that the blll its preseat form d» 45 N2t | U le the mens of
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