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improvememfor that river sug,dsted io the bill reported by tlns commnttee in an ear‘icr part of ‘."‘;‘i""i
- the scssion, and passed by bo:h hou-es, . exh. .o |

The advantages of transportation by water over the most mproved methods of conveying .ro. [ 'f"‘,’r
duceby land, will alwaysrenderthe former the most importajjt_ohject of attention, ard althouyh in (bmrl
the superior facnhty onthe score of expense for makmg roads,Ymay b ve atendincy to atiruc. ¢ b ::‘uh{ X

tal to that species of investment, yet this advanrage is mere than prepordcrated bv the gieat . opt'a.
proportion between the two in'the expense, the labour ,arid the exped tion of carriage,a well.a~ in thy zng the
bulk transported. There are many articles of produce who.« s'zeand weight, compared with t+ ¢r

value and their distance from market, prevent them from becom:ng con modities of tradi <ole f;:n::;:‘
~as they are shut out from the means of water carriage; yvet wh:ch with thr opportunity, may ' obiects
no inconsiderable portion ot the internal commerce of the coun::y; there are other- alo, which, regumm
a'though of a more convenicnt bulk, are entirely :.recluded froma ow m k-1, owiny to the expc-me among ¢
of transportation. In regard tosuch articles, the uncertainty of their hecommg a matter of profe, B urgc
‘induces a negligent culture and prevents them from arrivi g «t that perection which the acivty c")ms 2
‘of trade always éom municates to an im.portant staple; i he difference of expense. o transport-tom [P
between roads and canals is generallv estimated as 1 to6,and thitto 1 to 18 in tavor of he latter, I'g and mag
this also may be added the convenience in regard 10 size and packing of the bu'then b rne Iy e
_Mr. Falton's repoit to the secretary of the trea.ary in 1807, this subject is consideted by bim. and .(Vms be
your committee would beg leave to make the fullowing hort extract by way of illu t-ation: « gommiu
will now suppose,’ "> he writes, ¢ a canal to have been cut from Philadelphia ro Co u ibia, an i ts which is
windings to make 100 mules, at 15,000 dollars a-mile, or for the whole 1 500 000.dol]ars On such g " Uouse
canal, one man, one boy and one horse, wou'd convey 25 tons 20 mi vs a day, on wh ch *he follow. :
ing would -be the expenses:  Oue man, §1; oue horie, §1; oue boy, 50c's; tolls for repairnyg the Bl p.ouip

canal, §1; !0"3 for passing locks inclin.d planes, tunncis and acqueducts, &1; in‘ereston the wear
of the boat, 59 cents;—Tutal $5 —T'his is cqualto 20 cents a ton for 20 mites, and no more than
~oné dolhraton for 100 miles, instead of ten dollars paid by theroad. Consequently for each ton
. carried from Columbia to. Phn..xdelphn on -the canal, the company might take a toll of six dollacs
" in<tead of onc which isnow got by the road, and the .floar wou!d arrwve at Philadelphia for -even
dnllars a ton instcad of - ‘ten, whach it now pays.” A litile hefore the above extract, the same wiiter
had givan a cateulation- in re«rald to the road: ® “From Philadelphia,” he obseived, ¢ to the Sus.
quehannah at Colambia,’is 74 miles; that 1oad. if [ am rightly intormed, cost on an average $6000
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a mile, or $444,000 for the whole. On it from Columbia to Phn ladelphla a bairel of floar, say e;t;;d/;’,
200 weight, pays one dollar carviags; a broad wheeled wagon carries thirty barrels or three tons, [l 1 of ¢
and pays for turnpike three du lars; thus for each ton carried, the turnpike company receives only B, -
onedollar ¥ 7'hiscalculation, founded as it doubtless is, upon a caretu] and accurate consideration |
of the queshon, dewmonstrates at-one view 1he immense importance ol the subject, and places the Resolv:
superiority of canals in the most pxomment 1.ght. es0lutios
- From this commuuicativi, your commitice would turn to the subject of the roads, upon which it .. 00

is necessary they sheuld say butvery little,  From the hil.y and broken character of a gre.t part a8 thei
of this state, as well as the difficulty of procurin, a sufficient supply of water ar the sisn:mit le-els, [l imjm
it must ever be necessary to sub:titute wurnpike roads in many of the important ¢i. tricis, in the Billniny pro
piace of c:mal:. To this species of labor,the pdblic spirit of our cit'zens has been tong since applicd, Bl aid cc
_and there is no state in the union more amly provided with excellent roads. 7The muafiterce of burther
- the general government, has in the space of a few years pait comjleted one of the most substantial {8 ¢ra0 .

and best constructed turnpikes peris-ps iothe worid, leading from Wheeing in the state o' Virgi
" wia to Cumberland, This work is connected withoth-r roads form.ng a communication with the
- <ity of Baltnmoxe, and has become the route of a very exten.ive trade, The line of communica
tion howéver is wterrupted by a space of about ten mi'es between Buonsborough and the C uoco
cheague, which vet rema-ns nnpiv.d [t is indispensable that this piece ot road should be instant.
Iy completed. -~ Your committee however conceive it unnecessary to suggest any plan for this pur]
. pose, as they believe the fuilest reliance may be placed in the eflicacy of the measure already sub
“mitced and adopted oy this legislature. 1tis understood that the cit:zens of the unper counties
of Vaginia n.ve ! psu;uted a scheme to shorten the distance between the city of Balt:more and
Cuomberland, by maging a read from bhephard’s town on the Potomac, to the Jast mentioned
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oint. Shumd this enterprize be carried into successful operation, the diverging point would most [ilads or¢
probably be at Luonshoreugh. T'hat circumstance however, your committee conceive, should aking su
have nd effect in retarding the- operations of the statein regard te the proposed work; as in any lllder ysery

eventit is a mali-r deep'v intercsting toa very extensive and populous part of the country who
- euffer at parncuhr seasohin'of the year the most serious pr vaiions from the want of .
While upon the subject of this road, your conunittee canuot withhold the expression of their |§
- desireto see rume ellicient arrangemeuts made lor the purpose of rendering the whole of this im.
- portant line of commrunication free of toll, or subject only to such burthens as may bz necessary
to keep it inrepair - Fhie propricty of mch a measureis urged by a multitude of considerations,
which bave beenso frey + utly submitted to the legislature, as to make it unnecessary to repeat
them; and such appears to he the ‘general accordance of opinion upon this question, that it is be
lieved nothing but a dericiency of means has prevented the purchase being made long since. Your _
‘commit'ee merely throw cut this topic for the cousideration of the house, as connected with the Bl Meqq g
“objects of their report, without pretending to suggest any plan upon the subject. Connected with B Nich,
. this also, is.the subject of a il now upon the tablc, for the purpose of au horising congress to MBloffman
imposea smail toll upoun so wuch of the Wheeling turnpike as extends within the limits  of this :
state; the ohjcet of this bx!i your committee believe to Le poh.xc, and they would respeclfuhy recom
mend u- p.tssa-'e
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