ACTS o MARYLAND. 283

Want, or otherwife hecome a burthen to otherva;:‘,.A_nd:ih;Mi-i?tl
giving Freedom to Slaves, by any laft Will and Teffamentm. y be ate

tended with many Evils: It is therefore humbly prayed,;. that:it may
he Enac:ed, ; et
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It is Enacted, That it fhall not be lawful for any Perfon or Perfons
within this Province ; to give or grant Fieedom to any Slaye or . §laves
difabled to work, or gain a fufficient Livelyhood and Maintainance,
but that in all fuch Cafes, any Magter, ‘Miftrefs or Owner of fuch-Sfave
or Slaves, at the proper Coft and Charge of fuch Mafier, Mirefs, or
other Perfons owping fuch Slave or Slaves, fhall fupport and maintain
fuch Slave or Slaves, during the natural Life or Lives of fuch $ ave
or Slaves, in Food and Cloathing fitting and peedful for fuch Slave or
Slaves ; whereby he, fhe or they, may not beccme a Burtheq to atherp,
or perith through Want, to the great Scandel of Chriftian Society. =~

THuart it fhall not be lawful for any Perfon® or Perfons within this
Province, by any verbal Order, or by his, her or their Jat Will and
Feftament, or by any cther Inftrument in Writing in_his, her or” their
lait Sicknefs, whereof he, fhe or they fhall die, to give or grant Free-
dom to any Slave or Slaves ; And if any Perfon or Perfons, after the
Time aforefaid, fhall by any verbal Order, or by his, her or their
laft Will and Teftament, or by any other Writing or Inftrument in"his

“her or their laft Sicknefs, whereof he, fhe or they fhall die, give Free-

dom to any Slave or Slaves, fuck Order, Will, or other Writing,
fhall be void and of no Effect, fo far asrelates to fuch Freedom or
Manuaumiffion only.

TraT if any Mafter, Miftrefs, Owneror Owners of any Slave or
Slaves, grown old and incapable of Labour, or otherwife "difabled by
Sicknefs or Accident, fhall neglect to provide for fuch cld or difabled
Slave, neceflary Food and Cloathing, or thall fuffer any Slave or Slaves
whatfoever to depart from his, her or their refpective Habitation or
Quarter, or to wander about begging, whereby fuch Slave or Slaves
may become burthenfome to the Ncighbourhood, wherein they bave
refided, orothers: It fhall and may be lawful for the County Court
where fuch Mafter, Miftrefs, Owner or Qwners of {uch Slave or Slaves
fhall refide ; upon Prefentment of the Grand-Jury, to iffue their War-
rant againft fuch Mafter, Miftrefs, Owner or Qwaers of fuch-Slave or
Slaves and to caufe fuch Mafter, Miftrefs, Owner or Owners ot fuch
Slave or Slaves, to appear before them ; and if upon Examination in a
{fummary Way, itfhall appear to foch Court, that fuch Mafter, Miftrefs,
Owner or Owners of fuch Slave or Slaves, did not provide peceflary Food
and Cloathing, or did fuffer fuch Slave or Slaves to depart and wandecr,

_ contrary to the Intent and Meaning of tnis Act; {uch Court is hereby
directed and impowered to caufe fuch Mafter, Miftrefs, Owner or
Owners of fuch Slave or Slaves, to enter into Recognizance in the Pe-
nalty of Four Pounds Current Money to be taken to, and in the Name
~ of the Right Honourable the Lord Propyictary for the Time being,
and his Succefloss for the Ufe of fuch Countys with Condition that
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