An A C'T to prevent the tumultuous Meetings and
ather Irregularities of Negroes and other Slaves.
W attend the fuffering of Negroes and other Slaves, to meet in

great Numbers on Sabbath and other Holy-Days, and keeping
of Horfes, Cattle or Hogs of their own, .

Be it Enacted, by the Right Honourable the Lord Proprietor, by and with
the Advice and Confent of His Lordfbip’s Governour, aud the Upper and  Juftices o
Lower Houfes of Aflembly, and the Authority of the fame, That the Juftices P el
of the [everal and refpective County-Courts within this Province, be and dreds o fup.
they are hereby empowered and required immediately after the Pub- prefs Megracs
Yication of this Act, and fo Yearly in November Court, to appoint the " &
Conftable of every Hundred, where thefaid Juftices, at their Difcretion
{hall think proper and expedient to fupprefs the Aflembling and tumul-
tuous Meeting of Negroes and other Slaves; and that every Conftable
fo tobe appointed, fhall be obliged to repair once a2 Month, to all fuf-
pe&ed Places within his Hundred; and ifat any fuch Plice he fhall find  eunishments
any Negroes or other Slaves befides the Negroes or other Slaves belong- ¢ fuch He-
ing to the Owner of fuch Place, not having a Licence under theit Owner bie together
or Overfeers Hand, that it fhall and may be lawful for the Conftable, withoutLeave,
and he is by this A& required, to whip every fuch Negroe on the bare
Back athis Difcretion, not exceeding Thirty Nine Stripes. And to the
End that every Conftable may be enabled to put this A& in due Execu-
tion,

Be it Enatted, That it may be lawful for the Conftable to requite as _ Coaflables
many Perfons as may be neceflary to repair with him to fuch Places,and ';;‘,10::;1;2';6
that every Perfon that thall be fo required and fhall refufe, fhsll forfeit andaffitt.
One Hundred Pounds of Tobacco, to berecovered and applied as here-
after exprefled; and all white Perfons ( being Free, ) that fhall be pre- Who maft
fent, fhall aid and affift {uch Conftable, on Pain of forfeiting one Hun« not refufe, v
dered Pounds of Tobacco to the Lord Proprietor, One Half to the Ufe Penalsy.
of the County, and the other to the Informer, on being. convi& by the
Oath of the Conftable or other lawful Witnefs, or Confeffion of the Party
before any Magiftrate ; and that all Negroes and other Slaves belonging
to the Owner of the Place where fuch Affembly fhall be, ifrequired, fhall Negroes, it
- aidand affift the Conftable in putting this A¢t in Execution, on Pain of 4l orbe

being whipt each of them with Thirty Nine Stripes on the bare Back.  whipt. -

And be it Exalted, That every Conftable that fhall be appointed to

ut this Aé& in Execution, fhallbe allowed Five Hundred Pounds of To- Alf)‘:q‘;‘c‘i“
accoin the County Levy : Andif it fhall fo happenat any Time that
any Negro or other Slave fhall ftrike any White Perfon, it fhall and
may be lawful, upon Proof made thereof, either by the Oath of the Any Slave
Party fo ftruck, or otherwife, before any Juftice of the Peace, for fuch v picos

White Petfoo,
Juttice to caufe One of the Negroes or Slaves Ears fo offending to be t have aa

cropt. - Ear cropr,
And be it likewije Enailed, That the Owner of any Plantation or
Plantations that fhall at any Time difcover any ftrange Negroe or Ne-
' Rrr groe

HE RE AS this prefent Seffions of Affembly have had under
their Confideration, the evil Confequences that do and may




