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tend to the Ruin of fuch Traders as were ftri¢ Oblervers of it, the
Generality of our Tobacco being of fo light and chffy a Nature,
that it has been found wholly impraicable and in 2 manner impoffible
to vack of prize fo much of it in a Hogfhead of the late Gauge of
Thirty Inchies in the Didmeter of the Head, as would fuffice for the
Payment of Freight, and other Charges arifing thereon, the Frieghters
of fuch fmall Hogheads having been frequently brought in Debt by the
Smallnels of the Quantity of Tobacco contained therein, to the great
Damage of the Tobacco Trade, particularly of the fair Traders therein,
which {eem in a Manner to have brought the lateft of the atore-men-
tioned Laws into a general Difufe, it being rather more Mifchievous
to the Freighters to be brought in Debt by their ftridt Obfervance of
that Gauge, than to loofe their Tobacco heretofore exceeding it. For
Remedy whereof for the Future, |

Be it Enafted, by the Right Honowralle the Lord Proprictary, by und
awith the Advice and Confent of his Lovdihip's Gevernour, and the Uppa
and Lower Houfes of AfJembly, and by the Authority of the fame, That
from and after the End of this prefent Seffions, it fhall and may be
lawful for any Perfon or Perfons whatfoever, fufpeting, difcovering or
Hogthesds  knowing of any Hogfhead or Hogfheads of Tobacco that fhall exceed
exceeding the oy Eight Inches in the Stave, or Thirty Two Inches in the Diameter

G of the Head within the Croze, or that fhall exceed Thirty Seven In
ches Diameter in the Bulge, on any Accident or Pretence whatfoever,

o 1o be Thirty Six Inches beinfg uppofed a competent Gauge, to call to his Al-
Siged fitance any Juftice of the Peace, Sheriff, Coroner, Veftry-Man o

‘Church-Warden living or refiding within the County where fuch To-

bacco fhall be fufpeéted, known or difcovered, and to enter into any

Houfe, Ware-houle, Ship, Boat or other Veflel, and therein, in the

Prefence of fuch Juftice or other Officer aforefaid, ( who are hereby re-

~ quired tobe prefent, aiding and affilting to fuch Informer therein ) to

Seize and Mark with the broad Arrow every fuch Hogfhead or Hogfheads

of Tobacco, as fuch Informer fhall requeft fuch Juftice, or other Officer

to view, on Sufpicion of exceeding the Gauge aforefaid ; And alfo that

fuch Juftice, orother Officer, fhall, on Requeft of fuch Informer, and is

hereby required to proceed in fuch Munneras he {hall think moft proper

Mowthe  to examine the Gauge thereof, fo as no Hogfhead or Hogtfheads of To-
g'“8€;gdb‘ bacco ftowed away on Board any Ship or- other Sea-Veflel, fhall, on
amined: o b Information be unftowed, unlels fuch Hogthead or Hoglheads ap-
pearin View; and if upon fuch Examination, any Hogfhead or Hogl-

heads fhall be found by fuch Juftice, or other Officer aforefaid, to exceed

no':&':a:lhfo the Gauge aforefiid, it fhall and may be lawlul then, and not otherwile,
be Londemned for fuch Juftice, or other Officer, immediately to Condemn the fame
o hdleafcds  to the Ufe of fuch Informer, who fhall thercupon be immediately
Vefted with the Property thereof, and may convert the fame to his own

Ufe accordingly ; and the Judgment of fuch Jufice, or other Officer there-

in, fhall be final; but in cale fuch Hogthead or Hogfheads be not

found to exceed the Gauge aforefaid, then fuch Mark of Seizure fhall

How 10 pro~ be ftruck out by fuch {Juﬁicc, or other Officer aforefaid, and the Sei-
gg‘,’:“’""" zure be thereby releafed. But in cafe any Perfon or Perfons whatfo-
ever fhall have Sight of any Hogthead or Hoglhcads of Tobacco, that

he or they fhall fufpe&t to exceed the Gauge aforefaid, it fhall and

may, in fuch cafe, be Lawful for fugh Pexfon or Perfons immediately to

Seize




