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fent of Lis Lordthip’s Council, tor the tine ‘being, Execute., allTh;
Powers and Aurhorities which werc or fhall be given to {fuch \GN’er-
nour, in relation to the Government, until the Return -of {uch Gover-
nour, it ablent, or until his Lordfhip’s Plealure fhall be further known
or that he otherwife dircéts therein, ’
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A A CT torefirain the ill Praflices ufed by She-
riffs in taking Good by Fieri Facias; and felling
them by Venditioni Exponas,

HERE A S many the Good People of this Province have

of l.te been greatly damnified and abufed in their Eftates

. by Sheritfs, who upon Reccipt of any Ficri Factas or At-
tachments Itlucd out of the Courts ot this Province, take

by Virtue of fuch W rits, great Quantities of Goods, more than will {a-
tisfy the Debt, Damages and Cofts in fuch Writs mentioned, and keep
theém a long time in their Cuftody, under pretence of want of Buyers;

~ whereupon it oiten happens upon the Return of the faid Sheriffs, that

The Defon-
dant to (hew
his Goods up-
on Oath.

Or the De-
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Werits of Venditioni Exponas are iffued, commanding them to put the
{aid Goods to Sale, which for the moft part hath been done privately,
and Goods of great Value have not been fold for the terith parc of their
Value, to the great Lofs of both the Debtor and Creditor, and to the
Ruin of fome Families : For the Prevention whereof for the future, and
to afcertain a Way and Method whereby the Sheriffs of this Province
may fecurely a& in Writs of the Jike Nature, more to the Benefit and
Advantage of both-Débtor or Creditor, ‘

Be it Enacled by the Right Honowvalle the Lord Propiietary, by and
with the Advice and Confent of bis Lordfbip's Governour, and the Urper
and Lower Houfes of Affembly, and bythe Authority of the fame, That from
and after the End of this prefent Seffion of Affembly, if any Writ of
Fiert Facias thall be delivered to any Sheriffs of this Province, it the
Dete ndant, where the Judgment is againft him for his proper Debt or
Coft, willupon Oath fhew all’his Perfonal Eftate, when thereto requ:-
red, or where Judgment is rendred againft him, as an Executor or Ad-
miniftrator, thew all the Perfonal Eftate of the Decealed’s in his Hands

cefeitsitan oo dminiftred, to the Sheriff or his Deputy, {o that fuch Sheriff may le-

Fxecutor or
Adminiftra-

ton,

And are to
be appraifed
and how,

And deli-
vered to the
Tlainntt,

vy fuch part thereof as the Creditor or Plaintiff, or his Attorney in Fa&,
or in Law fhall dire&, fuch Sheriff fhall within three Days at furtheft
caufe fuch Goods, {o taken, to be appraifed by four Subftantial Free-
holders of his County, two of them to be named by the Plaintift or his
Attorney at Law, or in Fad, and two by the Defendant, and who are
neither of Kin to the Plaintiff or Defendant, Creditor'er Dcbtor, wbho
upon their Oath to be adminiftred to them by the Sherift, fhall within
Tiree Days, indifferently and juftly value and appraife the faid Goods
and Chattels fo taken in Execution; and the Sheriff fhall thereupon give
Notice to the Creditor, or his Attorney at Law, or in Faé, of the Value
of the faid Goods, and fhall deliver fo much of the Goods, as according
to {uch Appraifement, will amount unto the Debt or Damages, and Coft,
in fuch Lxecution mentioned, to the Plainift or his Attorney &t Lavws,
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