Proviice of M AR YL AN D. 79

An ACT for the Punifbung vbe Offences of A-
dultery and Fornication. ‘

E it Enaéfed ly the King'y moft excellent Maj-fy, by and with the If anv P

Advice and Confent ot H's Majp V' Grvernour, * ounci! and Afen.bly fon entortaia.

of this Province, and the Authy ity (ftlw_/am", That atter the End vy lewd
of this Sefion ot Aflembly, whoever thall, direétly or indirectly, en- 2,‘?;‘32:1 her
tertain, provide for, or caufe to be entertained or provided ‘or, any Company afé
lewd Woman or Women, or tat fhali ‘requent her or their Company, & A‘,’m‘ﬁ:’iil
after that Admionition to him or them he given by the Minifter, or t'e be deemed 2
Veftry, or the Chuich-warden or Church-warcens of the Parifh where fuciy Fornicator.
Perfons fhall inhabit,{hall be udjudged a Fornicator or Aduiterer as the Cafe
thall be,and thallfutfcr fuch Peraltiesas by thisLaw is hereafter appointed.
~ And be it further Enalied, by th Authority, Advice and Confent afore-  Every per:
faid, That every Peclon or Perfons that fhall commit Fornication, and be fon that fhall
thereof convict in the Provincial or County-Court, either by Confeffion 2?,,‘;,‘32::&,,“
or Verdict of Twelve Men, ‘hall be Fined Thirty Snillings, currant fhall be fined
Money of this Province, or Six Hundred Pounds of Tobacco, by the 329 6oL
Juftices betore whom fuch Convi¢tion fhall be, to the King’s Majefty, oF Tobacca,
his Heirs and Succefsors, for the Support ot the County Charge.

Andbe it Enacted, by the Authority, Advice and Confent aforefaid, Thas
every Perlon or Perfons that fhall commit Adultery, and fhall be there- Every Per:
ot convit, eithcr by Confeflion or Verdi¢t of Twelve Men, in the fon convit of
Provincial, or any of the County-Courts of this Province, fhall be {,‘,"2“3" L2
Fined by the Juftices before whom fuch Covi&tion fhall be. Three o t00l of
Pounds currant Money, ss aforefuid, or Twelve Hundred Pounds of To. Tob3¢co:
bacco, to the King's Majefty, his Heirs and Succefsors, towards de-
fraying fuch County Charge as aforefaid. i

And in Cafe the faid Offenders or any of them, fhall not have wheres
with to pay the feveral Fines by this Ac¢t impofed, then the {iid Offon-
der fhall be adjudged to fuffer corporal Punithment by Whipping upon
his or their bare Bodies, 'till che Blood do appeur, fo mary Stiipes ( not
exceeding Thirty Nine ) as tue Juftices betore whom fuch Convi&ion
fhall be, fhall adjudge. ,

Provided, That this A& fhall not be conftrued to extend, as to the  Baffard:
Fine, to Women who have Baftards, ana do refufe to difcover the Fu- 3-‘}" rers not
ther or Begetter of fuch Children, but that in fuch C.fe it fhall be in tre e
the Difcretion of the Juftices before whom fuch Woman or Women ™ be whipt
thall be convicted, either to take the Fine by this A& ippointed, or to aed.
award Corporal Punifhment ; any thing in this A& before to the con-
trary notwithftanding,. '

And for the alcertaining what Women fhall be accounted lewd. Be
it Enacted by the Authoity aforefaid, by and with the A-dvice and Co;x]ént How to know
aforefaid, That it fhall and may be lawful for the Minifter, Veftry and oo sy S
Church-wardens of any Parith where there is a Minifter, and for the fifance of the
Veftry and Church-wardens where there is no Minifter, before any g ooy Ve-
Admonition by them, or any of them given, in Purfuance of the Di- Churchwar-
rections aforemention'd, to give Notice or caufe Notice to be given to f,e"s‘ and
eny Perfon or Perfons, by them, or the major Part of them, fufpe@ed of u;);a:::gdfre

Lewdnefs




