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Province of M AR Y L AND.

At a Seffions of Aflembly begun and held at the

City of Annapolis, the Twenty Second Day of Fune,inthe Thirteenth
Year of the Reign of our Sovereign Lady Queen A N N E, of Grea:-
Britain, &c. Annoq; Dymini One Thoufand Seven Hundred and Four-
teen, were enaéted the Laws following, Viz. '

An A CT for relieving the Inbabitants of this

Province from fune Aggricoances in the Profecution of Suits at Law:

HERE ASduring the late long and expenfive War, Her

Majefties good Subjects of this Province have greatly fuffer'd,

and many of them have been utterly ruined, not only by

Lofles at Sea of their Tobacco, (which is their only ftaple
Manufa@ure, ) being taken by the Enemy, but alfo by the Ewsropean
Markets being fhut up by Reafon of the Export to Franze and Spain in
great Meafure prohibited, fo that very many honeft and induftrious
Plinters, Her Mujefty’s Subjeéts here, by the very Charges of neceflary
Cloathing and Tools for them(elves and Families, are become vaftly
indebted ; and no Profpet as yet appearing, whereby they may extri-
cate themfelves out of their miferable and deplorable Circumftances,
which are very much heightned and aggravated by their being fued and
brought to Annapolis from the remoteft Parts of this Province, to their
manifeft Oppreffion and Impoverifhment :  So that many of the good

- Inhabitants of this Province daily defert their Habitations, and remove

themfelves to Plantations and Colonies where they are far lefs fervice-
able to Her Sacred Majefty, and Her Revenue of Cuftoms of Tobacco,
which calls for fome {peedy and proper Remedy to be applied thereto.
Wheretore this prefent General Aflembly humbly fupplicate her moft
Sacred Majefty, that it may be Fnacted,

And be it Enacted, by the Queen’s moft Excellent Majefly, by and with
the Advice and Confent of Her Majefly's Governour, Council and  Affembly  Debeors ro
of this Province, end the Authority of the fame, That from and after the befued inthe
End of this preleat Scilion of Afembly, all Perlons whatfoever refiding, \Cv‘,’,‘:r‘:f;ey
negotiating or trading toor within this Province,having anyPerfonal Claim live, for any

. : - . . - .
or Demand againft any the Inhabitints of this Province, wherein the Sums that

original Debt or Damages do not exceed the Value of Twenty Pounds :;c:;e;i Ta
Sterling, or Five Thoufand Pounds of Tobacco, fhall ( by Virtue of bacco, or 20k
this A&, ) be obliged to fue and implead their feveral and refpeQive Serling.
Debtors in the feveral and refpective County-Courts where fuch their

Debtors inhabit and refide, and not elfewhere; on Penalty of fuffering a

Non-Suit, and paying the Defendant his reafonable Charges, to be .
adjudged by the Juftices of any other Court wherein they fhall be {ued

and impleaded : Any Law, Statute, Ufage or Cuftom to the contrary,
notwithftanding.

And be it further Enafled, by the Authority afore(aid, by and withthe .
Advice and Ton'cit a%refaid, That where any Debt or Damages is de- . Teal tch
manded by Virtue o/ any Bond or Writing Obligatory,the Penalty of {uch Sum istobe
Bond fhall not, altho’ it exceed Twenty Pounds in Money, or Five Zjamein
Thoufand Pounds of Tobacco, entitle any Plaintiff to bring his A&ion in naey,
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