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pubnck Let.  And be it further Enallcd by the Authority aforefaid, That fuch pu;

ters how o be Jick Letters and Pacquets be endorfed, For her Majefly's Service, and
:;,‘S‘;fn‘iit;“:ﬂ with the Perfons Name that fends them. And if any Perfon or Perfons
thotec thara-  whatfoever fhall at any Time atter Publication of this A&, prefume to
bufebyevdorf- o dorfe any Letter or Letters, Pacquet or Pacquets fo as atorcfaid, which
ing, L : , *

are not for the publick Service, be or they fhall forfeit and pay for fuch
Offence, Five Hundred Peunds of Tobacco; to be recovered in any of her
Maijefty’s Courts of Record within this Province, by Action of Debt,
Bill, Plaint or Information, wherein no Efloyn, Prote&ion or-Wager of
Law fhall be allowed.

And the better to afcertain what Letters fhall be accounted publick
Letters, Be it Enacted by the Authority, Advice and Confent aforefaid,
That 2all Letters directed to the Governour of this Province, for the
Time being, endorfed, For ber Majefly's Service, and all Letters fent b
the Governour, having his or the Clerk of the Council’s Name endorfed,
and For ber Majefly's Service, directed to any Perfon whatfoever, and all

what shall
be deemed
publick Lct-
ters,

Letters fent by any

feriber's Name endorfed, and For her Majefly's Service ; all Letters fent
by the Speaker or Clerk of the

Member of her Majefty’s Council, with the Sub-

Houfe of Delegates, for the Time being,

with the Subfcriber’s Name,

endorfed For her Majefly's Service 5 all

Letters fent by a J

uftice of the Provincial Court, with the Subfcriber’s

Name endorfed, and For her Majefty's Service ; and all Letters fent by

the publick Treafurers of each Shore, to any Naval Officer, with.
Sublcriber’s Name endorfed, and For ber Majefty's Service, fhall bu |
_counted only publick Letters. -
And whereasalfo the Sheriffs of this Province, whofe Duty it is to
convey Letters for her Mujefty’s Service, are very much complained of
for their Negligence therein, -
thesherifs  Be it Enacfed by the Authority,
pury in con- any High Sheriff, or his Deputy, receive any publick Letter, he fhall,
veyine there- ;£ required, give a Receipt for the fame, {hewing the Day and Hour
’ when he Received the fame ; and when he delivers the fame Letter to
the next Sheriff, or Party to whom direéted, the Party that reccives
the fame fhall likewife, it required, give fuch like Receipt to the Sherift
that firft Reeived it. And if any High Sheriff or his Deputy or Dcputies
for whom the High Sheriff fhall be anfwerable ) fhall refufe to give
and his pu. Tuch Receipt, to be proved by the Qath of the Perfon demanding fuch
mishment for Receipt, or having received fuch Letter, fhall wilfully negleét Immedi-
Negledt, ately to forward fuch Letter, as directed, {o that fuch Letter is ftopped
Twenty Four Hours longer than it reafonably need be, ( relpe being
had to the Wind and Weather ) the High Sheriff fhall forfeit the Sum of
Two Thoufand Pounds of Tobacco in Cask, the one Moiety thereof to our
Sovereign Lady the Queen, her Heirs and Succeflors, for the Support of
the Government of this Province, the other Moiety to him or them
that will fue for the fame ; to be recovered by Adion of Debt in any
Court of Record of this Province ; and fuch Negleé of {uch Sheriff fhall

be evidenced by the Dates of the Receipts. .

And whereas the Trade and Commerce of this Province, is in great
Meafure confined to England, and the Inhabitants of this Province of
neceflity, are obliged to lodge their Effe&s, and wholly correfpond with
the Metchants in England, by which Means we have great Dcpendance
their Advice in Trade, and often protefled Bills of Exchange are rcé
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Adwice and Confent aforefaid, That if

The evil of
breaking open
ptivate Lecters, upon




