144

MARTLAND L AWS.

Provincial or County-Court, where,upon Conviction, by Confeffion, or fufficient
Witnefs, the Offender fhall be punithed, by whipping on the bare Back with
Thirty Stripes.

A ~ p for the Afcertaining and Limiting Servants Time of Servitude ; Be it En-
acted by the Authority, Advice, and Confent aforefaid, That whofoever {hall
tranfport any Servant into this Province without Indenture, fuch Servant, being
above the Age of Twenty two Years, fhall be obliged to ferve the full Time
of Five Years; if between Eighteen and Twenty two, without Indentures, Six
Years ; if between Fifteen and Eighteen, and without Indentures, Seven
Years ; if under Fifteen, without Indentures, fhall ferve till he or they arrive
at the full Age of Twenty two Years. |

A ND be it further Enadted by the Authority, Advice, and Confent afore-
faid, That all Servants, tranfported out of Virginia into this Province, fhall
compleat their Time of Servitude here,-which they ought to have ferved in
Virginia, and no more. |

AxD be it further Enacted by the Authority, Advice, and Confent aforefaid,
That every Mafter, Miftrefs, Dame, Affignee, or Truftee whatfoever, owning or
keeping any fuch Servants, as aforefaid, whether by Virtue of T ranfportation,
Purchafe, or otherwife, fhall, within Six Months a('}t,er the receiving {uch Ser-
vants into their Cuftody within this Province, except he, the, or they, claim
but Five Years Service of fuch Servants, bring the faid Servants into the re-
fpective County-Courts where they do inhabit, and every of the faid Courts are
hereby authorized to judge and determine of the Age of fuch Servant {o brought,
and caufe the fame to be entred upon Record ; and every Owner, as afore{%id,
neglecting or refufing to bring fuch Servant or Servants before the Court, as
aforefaid, fhall not only ftand to the Determination of the Court, but alfo forfeic
the Sum of One thouland Pounds of Tobacco to the King, His Heirs and Suc-
ceflors, for the Support of Government: And if any Malter or Servant afore-
faid, be grieved with the Determination of the Court, he fhall, within the
Time determined for their Service, produce an authentick Certificate of fuch
Servant’s Age, and fhall have Remedy to the Ages aforementioned.

A~p foralmuch as Difputes have arofe formerly, at what Time Servant’s
Time of Servitude, whether by Indenture, or otherwife, fhould commence ;
Be it Enacted by the Authority, Advice, and Confent aforefaid, That all Ser-
vants tranfported into this Province, whether by Indenture, or otherwife, and
fo bound or adjudged, as aforefaid, fhall commence their Time of Servitude
from the firft Anchoring of the Veflel within this Province : Provided, That the
faid Veflel tarry not above Fourteen Days after her Entry within the Capes, and
her firlt Anchoring within this Province ; and all the Days fuch Ship or Vef
fel thall tarry in Virginia above Fourteen Days, fhall be adjudged part of the
Service of fuch Servant which fhall be afterwards brought into Maryland, and
there fold; any Law, Ufage, or Cuftom, to the contrary notwithftanding. -

Ax~p be it alfo Enaced by the Authority, Advice, and Confent aforefaid,
That every Indenture, made by any Servant, during the Time of his Service, by
former Indenture, or Judgment of the County-Courr, according to the Tenor
of this Act, fhall be void, and not any ways oblige any Servant for longer
Time than by his firft Indenture, or Judgment of the Court, fhall be limited
and appointed.

AN D be it further Enacted by the Authority, Advice, and Confent afore-
faid, That for all fuch runaway Servants or Slaves, that fhall be apprehended
and taken up in the Province of Penfjlvania, and thence brought into this Pro-
vince, and delivered to a Magiftrate of the County into which they thall be
brought ; the Perfon for {o doing, fhall have paid him, and allowed him, by
the Mafter or Owner of f{uch Runaway, Four hundred Pounds of Tobacco,
and Cask, or Forty Shillings in Money, upon his producing a Certificate from

the




