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An Act for Relieving the Inbabitants of this Province fr_om Jorne ° 510

Agrievances in the Profecution of Suits at Law.

" HEREAS, during the late Long and Expenfive War, Her Majefty’s
V' good Subjects of this Province have greatly fuffered, and many of them
have been utterly ruined, not only by Lofles at Sea of their Tobacco ( which
is their only Staple ManufaGture ) being taken by the Enemies, but alfo by the
European Markets being fhut up by reafon of the Export to France and Spain
in great Meafure prohibited, fo that very many honeft and induftrious Planters,
Her Majefty’s Subjects here, by the very Charges of Neceffary Clothing, and
Tools for themfelves and Families, are become vaftly indebted, and noProfpeé
as yet appearing of any Means whereby they may extricate themfelves out of
their miferable and deplorable Circumftances, which are very much heightened
and aggravated by their being fued and brought to Aunapolis from the remoteft
Parts of this Province, to their manifeft Oppreffion and Impoverithment, {o that
many of the good Inhabitants of this Province daily defert their Habitations, and
remove themfelves to Plantations and Colonies where they are far lefs ferviceable
to Her Sacred Majefty, and Her Revenue of Cuftoms of Tobacco, which call for
{fome fpeedy and proper Remedy to be applied thereto: Wherefore this prefent
General Aflembly humbly fupplicate Her moft Sacred Majefty, that it may be
Enadted ; And be it Enaéted by the Queen’s moft Excellent Majefty, by and
with the Advice and Confent of Her Majefty’s Governor, Council,” and
Affembly of this Province, and the Authority of the fame, That from and af-
ter the End of this prefent Seffion of Affembly, all Perfons whatfoever refiding,
negotiating or trading to or within this Province, having any Perfonal Claim of Dea
mand againft any the Inhabitants of this Province, wherein the Original Debt or
Damages do not exceed the Value of Twenty Pounds Sterling, or Five thoufand
Pounds of Tobacco, fhall, by Virtue of this A&, be obliged tofue and implead
their feveral and refpective Debtors in the fevera] and rel%eéh’ve County Courts,
where fuch their Debtors inhabit and refide, and not elfewhere, on Penalty of
fuffering a Nonfuit, and paying the Defendant his reafonable Charges, to be ad-
judged by the Juftices of any other Court wherein they fhall be fued and im.
pleaded ; Any Law, Statute, Ufe, or Cuftom to the contrary notwithftanding,
AND be it further Enacted by the Authority aforefaid, by and with the
Advice and Confent aforefaid, That when any Debt or Damage is demanded
by Virtue of any Bond or Writing Obligatory, the Penalty of fuch Bond fhall
not, although it exceed Twenty Pounds in Money, or Five thoufand Pounds
of Tobacco, entitle any Plaintiff to bring his Aétion in any Court but the
County Court, unlefs the real Sum in the Condition of fuch Bond amounts to
Twenty Pounds, or Five thoufind Pounds of Tobacco Any thing in this

- A, or any other Statute, Law, Cuftom, or Ufage to the contrary notwithftand-

ing.

Provibep always, That nothing in this A& fhall extend, or be confttued
to extend, to debar or Kinder any Perfon from bringing his A¢ion in the Provin-
cial or Superior Court on any Covenant, or iany Bond for the Performance of
Covenants, or for the Performance or Sufferance of any Act or Aés, Thing or
Things whatfoever, altho’ the real Damages, or Sum recovered, be lefs than
T'wenty Pounds Sterling, or Five thoufand Pounds of Tobacco ; and fo as the
Penalty of fuch Bond for the Performance of Covenants, or Performance or Suf-
ferance of any other Matter or Thing whatfoever, exceed Twenty Pounds in
Money, or Five thoufaind Pounds of Tobacco : But no Bond for Payment or
Performance of any Bill of Exchange fhall be profecuted in any Court but the
County Court, unlefs the Original or Principal Sum mentioned in fuchBill of
Exchange, and due on the fame protefted, thall amount to T wenty Poundsl&er-

ing
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