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Axp be it further Enadted by the Authority aforefaid, Thar it fhall nor,
nor may be lawful for the Lord Baltemore to ask, have, or demand, any Rent
or Service for any of the faid Tra@&s or Dividends, as may or have been
taken up, as aforefaid, within the faid Indians Boundaries, until fuch Time that
the Takers up, or Owners aforefaid, do enjoy or poflefs the fime ; Any Law,
Ufage, or Cuftom to the contrary notwithftanding, -

Pafi’d O&ober 34, 1704. Revis’'d May 211, 1715,
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An Aét for fecurimg the Pavochial Libraries of this Province.

E it Enated by the Queen’s moft Excellent Majefty, by and with the Ad-

vice and Confent of Her Majefty’s Governor, Council, and Affembly of

this Province, and the Authority of the fame, That the Libraries appointed for
the feveral and refpeétive Parithes within this Province, fhall be and reimain
in the Hands and Pofleflion of the Minifter of the Parifh, if there be any Mini-
fter actually inducted into, and Incumbent in the faid Parifh, during his Refidence
in the faid Parifh, who is by this A& obliged to keep and preferve the faid Li-
brary from Wafte and Imbezilment, and to be accountable for the farme to the
Govemor, Council, and Affembly, as often as required : And to that Purpofe
the faid Minifter fhall pafs Two Receipts for the faid Books, inferting what
they are, and the Title Page of the fame ; One Receipt to be by the Veftry
of the faid Parith tranfmitted to the Governor and Council ; and the other to
remain with the Veftry of the faid Parifh, to be entred in their Regifter Book.
And the faid Veftries are hereby obliged to vifit the faid Libraries Twice in
the Year, and infpect the fame : And in cafe the faid Veftries (or ar leaft
Four of them of eldeft Standing ) fhall not vifit the faid Libraries Twice in
the Year, as by this A& is required, the whole Number of Veftrymen fhall
forfeitand pay the Sum of Fourteen hundred Pounds of Tobacco ; One Moiety
to Her Majefty, Her Heirs and Succeffors, for the Support of Government,
the other Motety to the Informer, or him or them that fhall fue for the fame
in any Court of Record in this Province, by Aion of Debrt, Bill, Plaint, or In-
formation, wherein no Effoign, Protection, or Wager of Law to be allowed ;
and the Onus probandi fhall lie on the part of the Veftry to make it appear
that they vifited the Libraries, as by this A& they are obliged. And if it fo
happen that the Veftry find any Damage, or Imbezilment thereof, they fhall
require and caufe Satisfaion for the fame to be made, by A&ion of Debt
to be brought againft the faid Minifter, his Executors or Adminiftrators, for the
full Value of fuch Books as are or fhall be wanting, to be commenced and
brought by the Veftrymen of fuch refpe¢tive Parith where fuch Damage and
Imbezilment thall happen, who by this A& are impowered to bring their Spe-
cial Aéion without their principal Veftrymen, And in cafe any Minifter, ha-
ving the Charge of fuch Library, fhall be removed from his Charge, he fhall
deliver the faid Library to the Veftry of the faid Parith, and make Satisfaction
or Reparation, it any Damage or Wafte {uffered, before his Departure out of
the faid Parith ( except by Fire, or fuch unavoidable Accident;) or in cafe of
the Death of any fuch Minifter, having the Charge of fuch Library, the Veftry
of fuch Parifh fhall immediately take the faid Library into their Cuftody and
Keeping, and pafs their Receipt for the fame, as above directed, and fhall
in all Points be anfwerable for the fame (‘except by Fire, or {uch like Acci-
dent, as aforelaid.) And for the better preferving and fecuring the faid Li-
braries, it thall and may be lawtul for his Excellency the Governor of this Pro-

yvince




