MARTLAND LAWS 7

A A A% for Santlifying and keeping Holy the Lord's Day, com- B 3:

monly called Sunday.
i ORASMUGCH as the Sanétifying and keeping Holy the Lord’s Day,
3 commonly called Sunday, hath been and is efteemed by the prefent and

ail the Primitive Chriftiaris and People, to be a principal part of the Worthip of
4 Almighty God, and the Honour dueto his Holy Name'; Be it Enadted by
4 the King's moft Excellent Majefty, by and with the Advice and Confent of
- thiis pre?ent General Affembly, and the Authorirg of the fame, That from and
after the Publication of this Law, no Perfon: or Perfons whatfoever within this
-8 Province, fhall work or do any bodily Labour or Occupation upon the Lord’s
4 Day, commonly called Sunday, nor thall command or wilfully fuffer any
‘4 of his, her, or their Children, Servants, or Slaves, to work or labour, as
4§  aforefaid ( the Works of abfolute Neceffity and Mercy always excepted ) nor
fhall fuffer or permit any of his, her, or their Children, Servants, or Slaves, ot
any other under their Authority, to abufe or prophane the Lord’s Day, as
J aforefaid, by Drunkennefs, Swearing, Gaming, Fowling, Fithing, Hunting,
4  or any other Sports, Paftimes, or Recreations whatfoever: And if any Perfon
{ or Perfons within this Province, from and after the Publication hereof, thall of-
fend in all or anyof the Premiffes, he, fhe, or they fo offending, fhall for-
feit and pay for every Offence the Sum of One hundred Pounds of Tobagco,
to the Ufe of the Poor of the Parith where the Offender or Offenders do dwell
and refide, the faid Offences or any of them being done in View of any Ju-
4 ftice of the Peace, Magiftrate, or other Head Officer, of any County, City, or
4 Town Corporate within this Province, within their Limits refpectively, or be-
{1 ing proved by the Oath of Two or more Witneffes, or by Confeffion of the
4 Party offending, before any fuch Magiftrate, Juftice, or Head Officer, within
their feveral Limits refpeétively wherein fuch Offences fhall be committed,
to which End every J%eﬁice, Magiftrate, or other Head Officer, fhall have
Power by this Act to adminifter Oath to fuch Witnefs or Witnefles ; any of
which Sum or Sums of Tobacco fo forfeited, fhall and may be executed ‘and
levied by the Sheriff or Conftable by Warrant to any of them diretted, from any
4 fuch Juftice or. Juftices of the Peace, Magiftrate, or other Head Officer, as
8 aforefaid, within -their feveral Limits, where all or any of the faid Offences
fhall be committed or done, by Diftrefs or Sale of the Offender’s Goods, ren-
dring the Party the Overplus; all which Forfeitures fhall be to our Sovereign
Eord the King, His Heirs and Succeffors, to the Ufe aforefaid, to be recover-
ed in any Court of Record within this Province, by any Perfon that will fue
4 for the fame, by Bill, Plaint, or Information, wherein no Effoign, Prote&ion, or
4  Wager of Law, is' to be allowed: And the faid Juftices, Magiftrates, Head
51 Officers, Sheriffs, or Conftables, fhall render an Account thereof at the next
4  Court to be holden for the refpe@ive County, City, or Borough, where the faid
' Offence fhall be committed ; and in Default of fuch Diftrefs, the Sheriff, Un-
4 der Sheriff, or Conftable, are hereby authorized and impowered to bring the
"4 Party offending before the next Juftice of Peace, who is hereby authorized and
- 4 impowered to bind fuch Offender or Offenders over to the next Cours to be
|4 holden for the County, City, or Borough refpettively, and to be, during the
Interval, of good Behaviour.

Anp be it Enaéted by the Authority aforefaid, by and with the Advice and
Confent aforefaid, That the Minifter of each refpective Church or Chapel of
4 this Province do, in purfuance of His Majefty’s Royal Letter dire&ted to the

|  Right Reverend Father in God, Henry Lord Bithop " of Zondon, and counter-
figned by the Right Noble Prince Charles Duke of Shrewsdnry, Their I;)dqief?icsi
rincipa
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