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An A& to limit the Continuances of Actions in feveral Courts
within this Province, and afcertaining the Manner of taking

the Evidence of Sea-faring Men, and for granting Appeals
from the Chancery Gourt to the Governour and Council.

WHereas it is reprefented as an Aggrievance, the Dilatory Proceed-
ings and Continuances of A&ious in feveral of the Courts of
this Province; for Remedy whereof for the future; |

Be it Enacted by the Right Honourable the Lord Proprietary, by and
with the Advice and Confent of bis Lordfhip's Governour, and the Opper and
Lower Houfes of  Affersbly, and  the Authority of the fame, That no
AQion whatfoever brought in any of the County Courts Within this tyee ponesis
Province fhall be contipued longer than Twelve Months, nor in the the Countis
Provincial or High Court of Appeals, longer than nineteen Months, &2 Monchs in thd
nor in the Court of Chancery, longer than Twenty Five Months from crcﬁlvrlcmf;hp;e?s
and after the Return of the Writs or other Procefs that shall hereaf- 25 in Chancery.
ter Ifue, and that all A&ions now depending in any of the faid
Courts, be under the like Limitarion, from the ebd ot this prefent
- Seflions of Affembly, cxcept in Caufes where Evidences are wanted  Escept where
from beyond Sea, which is left to the Difcretion of the Court where cridences beyond
fuch Cafe fhall happen ; and that it fhali and inay be lawful for™
the (:veral Courts afore mertioned, upon the Difcontinuance of any Perfonis delying
A&ion or Adtions alorefaid, 1t by the A&t or Detaule of the Plaintiff,}oﬁp“}' dcom_""
to award him to pay the Coft, but if by the A& or Default of the e Jucgmes
Defendant, then to give Judgment for the Plaintift;  Provided, That

; O -
¢he Time of Cortinuance of -any fuch Suits 1n the Courts of Law by

Injun@ion in Chancery, or by aJ]‘.owing Infants the Benefit of the Parol
Demur, be not accounted as part of the Time of Limitations dforcfaid,
And whereas it often happens that Aftions are delayed by reafon
the Evidences in fuch Suits are Sca-faring Men, or others whofe Bufinefs
and Imployment calls them out of :this Province when tuch Adllions
{hould reguiarly come to Tryal. | |
‘Be 1t therefore farther Enacicd by the Aathority, Adwvice and Confent aforefaid,
That the Depofition of any fuch abient Scafaring Mcen, or others ta- Depofitions of
ken before two Juitices of any County Court of this Province,. or one sca-farid MR
: : R Sy : IR 0w te be eaken:
of -the Juftices of the Provincial Court, in Prcicnce of the adverfe
Party, to him that réguires fuch Depofition to be taken, if upon due
Norice lie thinks fic to be prefent, or if upon ro.ce he refufes to be
prefent, the Notice beirg proved, Mall be received tor as geod Evis
dence in any of the Courts within th's Province, as if {uch BEvidence
were Perfonally prefent upon tie Tryal, and fhould deliver the fame
Viva Voce. » |
And be it likewije Enaiizd, That from and after twelve Months rom Appeals from
the end of this Seffions of Aﬂ‘cmb]% ir fhall and may be L,’:Wﬁl! for the Egan‘cciy;ro
any Perfon or Perfons thar fhall concave themielvos uggricvnd bv any gosgf‘f“f ad
Decree of the Chanzery-Court, to have an Appeal ro the Governour
and Council of this Proviuce, for the time being, wheidin cach Member

{hall have a full Vouce,
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