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At a Seffions of Affembly begun and held at the City of
Annapolis, the Seventcenth Day of Fuly, in the firft
Year of the Dominion of the Right Honourable Charles
Lord Baron ot Baltemore, abfolute Lord and Proprietary
of the Province of Maryland and Awalon, &c.  Amnd -
Domini;, 1716,  The following Laws were Enacted.
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A A& for the better Security of the Peace and Safety of
his Lordfhip's Government, and the Proteftant Intereft with-

in this Province.

WHereas it appears to have been the juft fence of the Legiflasture . . .. . .

N/ of Great Britain, for fome Years paft, that the fafety of his rg”ﬁ‘“&ﬁff&;

Majefty’s Royal Perfon and Government, the Continuance of the and Brate.

Monarchy of Giear ‘Britain, the Prefervation of the Proteftan: Religion,

the Maintenance of the Church, the Security of th= Aucient and Un-

joubted Rights and Liberties, and the future Peace and Tranquility of :

the Kingdom do (under God) entircly depend upon the Gcod and (Under GOD)

holefone Laws heretofore made for the Limitation and Succeffion of Depends on (ue
. . o . A woteftant Sue

the Crown, in the: Proteftant Line, and the Sccuring the Rights and ceffion.

Liberties of the Subjed,  And whercas the excluding all Perfons from

2 Share in the Judicial and Minitterial Offices in that Government,

which they would not oblige themfelves to defend by taking the feveral

Oaths therein directed, ha:s) been thought an efe@ual Step towards the

Obtaining the aforefaid happy Ends. . o | |
And whereas this prefent General A:mbly think themfelves indif- e puy of

penfibly obliged to do theic Pare in fecuring to his Lord{hip (the arland coSe-

Right Honourable the Lord Proprietary, and the Good Pcople of this C“if:mgnah;c;”{‘;

Province) their Share in thefe ineftimable Bencefits, which are {0 Valt- B P

ly Advantagious to Great “Britain, and confequently agreeable to all Thefebenefits of

the Dominions thereto beloncing but efpecially, to us who are under Government.

the immediate Government of a Proteffant Lord Proprietors And that

pothing can be more effectual to fecure to his Lord(hip the quict and

peaceable Enjoyment of his Government, than the eafing the Minds .

of the People, by having their Religion, Liberty and Property fecured, Againft che threats

which has of late been daringly threatned by Perfons difaffeted o ©F '®Enemier

the Proteftant Sneceffion, Who have openly in Treafonable Manner taken

upon them to give the pretended Prince of Wales, the Title of

King of Great Britain, and drunk his- Health as fuch.  And that no

better expedient can be found to obviate the Wicked Defigns and By followingche =

Pattern of the

ExpeQations of fuch Difaff:&ed Perfons to our prefent happy Eftablifh- yRrictigLegiflas
meat, than to A& (as near as may be) according to the Great Pat- wres
tern which the Britith Legiflature has fet before us: In Purfuance
whereof, the ‘Legiflature of this Provifice when under the more im-
mediate Government of the Crown (to wit) in the Year One Thou-
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