~ ed, which the Sheriifs may owe_tO any the Inhabitants, are to be under-
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(hall be obliged at the next Council after receiving any Sheriff’s Bond

. - . 1 4
or Bonds into the Secretary‘s Office, to lay the fame before his Ex- ﬁ:ffﬂ’f,lffrbc
cellency the Governour of this Province, ng the time being, for his nour and Council
Approbation or Difallowance of the Securities taken by the County- tor apprebuion.

Courts.  And the faid Commiffioners are hereby Required and enjoyn-

ed to take new Security yearly, and every Year of fuch Sheriffs fo
long as they fhall continue in the faid Office, and ¢ranfmit the {ame,

" a5 aforefaid, having a fpecial Regard not to admit any Perfon to be  New fecurity

Security, as aforefaid, but fuch as are good and (ubitantial Free-holders yearly,and how.
within~ their Counties; and alfo to make the Obligation of fuch Bond,

{o to be tak:n from any Sheriff, anfwerable to the Publick Charge of

their refpe&tive Counties, which penalty fhall cot be lefs than Twe

Hundred Thoufand Pounds of Tobacco, as aforefaid.

And for the Encouragement of fuch Perfons now bearing, or that fheriff may be
fhall hereafter bear the Office of Sheriff, and who (hail pun&ual]y contipucd 3 Yeurs
comply with the publiLk Creditor, It s alfo hereby further Enacted by
the Authority, Advice 4nd Confent-aforejaid; That it f{hall and may be
Lawful for his Majeftie’s Governour, for the time being, where no juft
Complaint is made againft fuch Sheriff, to continue and make good their
Commiffion for the time and term of three Years fucceffively, but no

Longer.

- Andbe it further Enaited by and with the Advice and Confent aforefaid; '
That it any High-Shcriff or High-Sheriffs being indebted to any Perfon gil)élt)glfgtfo makd

. or Perfons, fhall refufe to diicount or allow the fame out of any publick

or County Levy due from {uch Perfon or Perfons, but will, notwith-
ftanding the faid Debt being due from the Sheriff, take the Body or
Goods of fuch Perfon in Execution, (hall be liable to be profecuted in
an Action of Trefpafs or falfe Imprifonment, as the cafe fhall require.

. And be it further Enai¥ed, That the High Sheriff of every refpettive
County {hali be liable to be fued, as aforefaid, for his own or any of

his Deputie’s Offence or Offences againft this Att and the Decbts mention- SheriffAnfiwcrable
(o% his Deputy’s

i . , S0 d i

ftood of fuch Debts as are aligned to the {nhabitants in the Publick whabeb he may

County or Parifh Levy Or Forty per poll, as aforefaid, or due from the befued.
High-Sheriff by Bill, Bond, Note or Account proved, any Law, Ufage or
Cuftom to the Contrary notwithftanding. :

dnd whereas there have been divers great Complaints from feveral Sheriffs and their

arts of this Province to the General Aflembly, of feveral Sheriffs and ggrl}tc“;cli to en-
nas

Sub-Sheriffs, That have Exa&ed and Bxtorted great Sums of TobaccO with the Account

"above their due and lawful Fees afcertained by the Afls of Affembly for what taken.

of this Province, from feveral of the Inhabitants thereof, and tho’
the Laws of this Province have Infited a fevere Penalty upon any
Officer that fhall charge and receive more than his due Fees, yet the
faid Officers have moft cunningly and crafiily evaded the faid Laws,
by taking Bills or Writings Obligatory, without ever Delivering any
Account figned under their Hands as the Law Dirells, {0 that the

. Party grieved cannot Sufficiently prove the faid Extortion, and is there-
- by left without Remedy ; For prevention whereof, /

* "Be it Enaited by the Auathority, Advice and Confent aforefaid, That
no Sherif or Sub-Sheriff within this Province, after the Publication
of this A&, in their feveral and refpeftive  Counties wherein they
dwell, fhall take any Bond, Bill, or any other Writing Obligatory,
of any Perfon or Perfons, upon any Pretence whatfoever, without en-
dorfing the Account on the Rack of the faid Bond, Bill or Writiag

Obligatory, for which the fame was paised; and .if any Sheriff or
E ¢ 3 Sub-




