dents on the wéftern, and fix' to be réfidents on theé eaftérn fHore

. the election; ‘and having therein teal and pérfonal property.above the value of dhe
. rent money. . ‘ ‘

Ty

PROCEEDINGS o CONVENTION

men of the moft-wifdom, . experience

)

iy i

and virtue, above twenty-five ‘years of age,” refidents of the ftate above. three wholq'zédrs next preceding -

- 16 That the 'fcriété‘rslthﬂ “bé balloted for at orie and the fiime tithe, and out ‘of the ge;itlemén, ‘refi-

" dents of the weftern thore; who fhall be propofed as fenators, " the riine, who fhall ‘oh ftriking the ballots

appear t have the gieateft numbers in"théir favour, fhall be aécordiilal  declated ‘and returned duly elect- -
PP 8} g ﬁ +and J )4

ed's%and out of the gentlemben, refidents of the eaftern fhore, who fhall ‘be propofed as fenators, " the. fix
who fhall on ftriking ‘the ballots appea* to have the greateft numbers in their favour, fhall be accordingly
declared and returned'duly elefted'; and if two'or more,on the fame fhore, fhall ‘have an equal number
of ballots in their favour, by which the choice fhall not be determined on the firft ballot; then the eleftors

~fhall again ballot before they feparate, in which they fhall be confined to the perfons who on the firft bal-

oufarid pounds chrs -

lot thall have had an equal number ; and'they'Who fhall have the greateft number i their favour on the

fecond ballot, fhall be accordingly declared “afid returned duly elected'; :and if the whole number fhould

 not thus be made up, becaufe of an equal Aurhber on-the fecond ballot fill being in ‘favour of twp or

morerperfons, .then the eleStion fhall be determined by lot, between thofe who have equal numbers 3 which

proceedings of the eleftors fhall be certified under their hands, and returned to the’ chancellor for the timé

being.- : : . . : ‘

. 17. ‘THat the éleSors of fenators fhall judge of the qualifications and’ele@ions of members of their bo-
dy, and on a contefted eleion; fhall admit to-a feat; a$ an elefor; fuch’ qualified perfon, as_thall appear
to-them to have the greateft number of legal votes in'his favour. * T

18. That the eletors, immediately on their mieeting, and ‘before they proceed to the ele@ion of fena-

tors, take fuch oath or affirmation of fupport and fidelity to this Hate, as this-convention or the legiflature
fhall dire@, and alfo an" oath or affirmation to eledt, without favour, affe&idr, partiality or prejudice, |

fuch perfons for fenators, as they, in their judgment anid confcience, believe beft qualified for the office,

19. That in cafe of refufal,”death, refignation, difqualification; or removal out of this flate, of any fe-
nator, or on his becoming governor, or a member of the council, the fenate thall immediately thereupon,
or at their next meeting thereafter, ele@ by ballot, in the farhe manner, as the ele@ors are above di-
rected to choofe fenators, another-pérfon in his place, for the rémainder of the faid term. of five years: - |

20. "That not lefs than a majority of the fenate, with their prefident, (to e chofén”by them by ballot).
fhall conftitute an houfe for the tranfalting any bufinefs, dther than that of adjourning. '

21. "T'hat the fenate fhall judge of the eleftions and qualification of fenators,

23. That the fenate may originate any othér except money bills, to which their affent 'Or’diﬂént ohij |

fhall be given, and may receive any other bills from the houfe of delegates, ‘and affent, diffent, or propofe
amendments. : L L ‘
23. That the general affembly meet annually, on the firft Monday of November, and if neceffary
oftener. ‘ Lt T e oy

24. ‘That each houfe fhall appeint its own officers, and fettlé its°own rules of proceeding.

25 That a perfon of wifdom, experience and virtue, fhall be chofen é;overnor, on the fecond Monday
of November, feventeen hundred and feventy-feven, and on the fecon Mo‘r_lda{' in every year for ever
thereafter, by the joint ballot of both houfes,” to be taken in each houfe refpectively, depofited in a confer-
ence room, the boxes to be examined by a joint committee of both houfes, and the numbers feverally re-
ported, that the appointment may be entered ; which mode of taking the joint ballot of both houfes fhall
be adopted in all cafes.  But if two or more fhall have an equal number of ballots in their favour, b
vhich the choice fhall not be determined on the firft ballot, then a fecond ballot fhall be taken, whicK
fhall be conflined to the perfons, who on the firft ballot fhall have had an cqual number ;- and if the
ballots fiould again be equal between two or more perfons, then the ele@ion of the governor fhall be de-

. termined by lot, between thofe who have equal numbers.

26. That the fenators and delegates, on the fecond Tuefday of November feventeen hundred and fe-

- venty-feven, and annually on the fecond Tuefday of November for - ever thereafter, elect by joint ballot,

in the fame manner as fenators are directed to be chofen, five of the moft fenfible, difcreet, and expe-

rienced men, above twenty-five years of age, refidents in the ftate above three years next preceding the

election, and having therein a freehold in lands and tenements, above the value “of one thoufand "pounds
current money, to be the council to the governor, whofe proceedings fhall be always entered on record,

- to any part whereof any member may enter his diffent, and their advice, if fo required by .the governor,-
~-or any member of the council, fhall be given in writing, and figned by the members giving the fame re-
- fpeétively ; which proceedings of the council fhall'be laid before the fenate, or houfe of dele ates, when

and of facrecy, in fuch matters as he fhall be dire@ed

- be eligible to fit in congrefs. .

called for by them, or either of them. - The council may appoint their own clerk, who fhall take fuch

oath or affirmation of fupport and fidelity to this flate, as-this convention or the legiflature fhall direg,
by the board to keep fecret. ’ o

- 27, That the delegates to congrefs from this ftate thall be chofen annually, or fuperfeded in ‘the mean
time by the joint ballot of both houfes of affembl , and thatthere be a rotation,, in fuch manner that at

leaft two of the number be annually changed, who fhall not be eligible for two years then next to come;’
and that no perfon who holds any office of profit in the gift of congrefs, fhall be eligible to fit in_congl:'efs,"

but if appointed to any fuch office, his feat fhall be thereby vacated.  That no perfon, unlefs a ove
twenty-five years of age, and a refident in this ftate more than five years next preceding the elettion, and

having real and perfonal ¢ffate in this ftate above the value of one thoufand pounds current. money, fhall .-

o

28. That the fenators and delegates;, immediately on their annual meeting, and before they proceed to

nny bufinefs, and every perfon hereafter ele@ed a fenator or delegate, before he a&s as fuch, fhall take

frich oath of fuppart and fidelity to this ftate as aforefaid, and before the cleion of the governor, or mem-
- bers of the councily fhall take an oath, to ele@ witheut favour, affe&tion, partiality or prejudice, fuch
~ perlon as governor, or member of the council, as they, in their judgment- and "confciencey believe beft

qualified for the office. .

29. That the fenate and,de}égates may ndjburn themfelves refpeively; but if the two houfes fhould

~ not agree on the fame time, but adjourn’to different dz‘lzs, then fhall the governor appoint and notify one -
- of thofe days, or fome day betwcen, and the aflembly,

. finally if mecefiiry, by advice of the council, call them before the time to which they fhall in any manner
be adjourned, on piving not lefs than ten days notice thereof, but the governor {hall not adjourn the afe

embly etherwif-than as aforefaid, nor prorogue or diffolve it-at any time. -

R ';o That

all then meet and be ‘held accardingly, and he

i




