- property above the value ‘of five hundred pounds current meney.

- aforefad, \

PRQCEEDINGS of CONVENTILON.
Monday"of- O&ober, feventeen hun‘dre’d:'gnd feventy-feven, and on'the fame day in every.year thereafier;”

- affemble in the counties in which they are refpetively qualified to jote; at -the- court-houfes in the faid
‘counties, or at fuch other place as the. legiflature fhall direct; and when affembled; or the major part of

fuch of them as do affemble; thall ele&, viva voce, four delegates for each county, of the moft wife, fenfi-

- ble, aid difcreet of the people, refidents in the county, for which, they-are to be chofen one whole year next

preceding the time of eleftion, -above, twenty-one years of age, and having in the ftate real and.perfonal -

3- That the fheriff of each county, or in cafe of ficknefs, his deputy, .(fummoning two juftices of the
county, who are r'eguired. to attend for the prefervation of the peace) fhall be judge of the eleGion, and
may adjoiirn from day to'day, " if neceffary, till the famhe be finifhed, :fo.that the wholc eleGtion fhall be
c}c;ncludec%}ien four days; and thall make his return thereof under his hand, to_the chancellor of this ftate for
the time being. : ' ’ T T . L

4. That al% perfons, qualificd by the charter of.the city of Annapolis to vote for burgeflcs, thall, en the
fame firft Monday of October, feventeen hundred and feventy-feven, and on the fame day in every year
for ever thereafter, elet, viva woce, by a majority of votes, two delegates, qualificd agreeable to the faid
charter ; that the mayer, recorder and aldermen, of the faid city, or any three of them, be judge of the
election, appoint the place in the faid city for holding the fame, and may adjourn from day to day as

g

- ‘aforefaid, and fhall make return thereof as aforefaid.

* 5. That all perfons, inhabitants. of Baltimore-town, .and-hayi,n'gv.,;he fame qualifications as eletors in
the county, fhall on the fame firft Monday of O&oeber, feventeen hundred and feventy-feven, ‘and on the
fame day in every year for ever thereafter, at fuch place in the faid town as the judges fhall appoint, eleét,
viva voce, by a majority of votes, two delegates, qualified as aforefaid. . L = L

6. That the commiffioners of the faid town, or any three or more of them, for the time being, fhall be
judges of the faid eletion, and may adjourn as aforefaid; and fhall make return thereof as aforefaid ; but
the inhabitants of the faid town fhall not be entitled to vote for.delegates for Baltimore county, unlefs
they have a frechold of fifty acres of land in the county without the limits of the faid town. - .

7. That on refufal, death, difqualification, refignation, or removal out of this ftate, of any delegate, oy
on his becoming governor, or member of the council, a warrant of ele@ion fhall iffue by the fpeaker, for
the cleCtion of another in his place, of which ten days notice at-the leaft, excluding the day of notice and
the day of clection, fhall be given. =~ . " .. .7 | Cee .- L e
¢ 8. ‘That not lefs than a majority of the delegates, with their fpeaker, (to be chofen by them by ballot}
conflitute an houfe for the tranfalting any bufinefs, other than that of adjourning. . | ST e

9. "That the houfe of delegates fhall judge of the eletions.and qualifications of dclegates. ~

10. That the houfe of delegates may originate all money bills, propofe bills to the fenate, or receive
thofe offered by that body, and affent, diffent, or propofe amendments ; that they may inquire, on the oath
of witnclles, into all complaints, grievances and offences, as the grand inqueft of this ftate, and may com-
mit any perfon for.any crime to the public gaol, there to remain till he be difcharged by due courfe of
law; they may expel any member for a great mifdemeanor, but not a fecond time for ‘the fame caufe 3
they may cxamine and pafs all accounts of the ftate, relating either to the colletion or expenditure of the
revenue, or appoint auditors to ftate and adjuft the fame; they. may call for all public ‘or official papers
and records, and fend for perfons, whom they may-judge neceffary, in the courfe of their inquiries, con-
cerning affairs relating to the public intereft, and may_aire& all office bonds (which fhall be made payable
to the itate) to be fued for any breach of duty. - - " o

11. That the fenate may be at full and perfect liberty. to exercife their judgment in pafling laws, and -
that they may not be compclled*fl;y the houfe of delegates and the public diftrefs, either to reject 2 money
bill which the emergency. of affairs may require, .or to affent to fome other aét of legiflation, in their
confcience and judgment injurious to the public welfgre ; the houfe of.delegates fhall not, on any occafi-
on, or.under"any pretence, annex to or blend with a money bill, any matter, claufe or thing, not immedi-
ately relating to, and neceffary for, the impofing, aflefling, levying or applying, the taxes or fupplies, to-
be raifed for the fupport of government, or the current expences of the ftate ; and to prevent altercation
about fuch bills, it is declared, that no bill impofing daties or cuftoms for the.mere regulation of com-

‘merce, or infliting fines for the reformation of morals, or to enforce the execution of the laws, by

which an incidental revenue may arife, fhall be accounted a money bill ; but every bill affefling, levying
or applying taxes or fupplies for the fupport of government, or ‘the current expences of the ftate, or ap-.
propriating money in the treafury, thall be deemed a, money bill. . R o

12. That the houfe of delegates may punith, by imprifonment, any perfon  who fhall be guilty of a
contempt in their view, by any diforderly or riotous behaviour, or by threats to, or abufe of, their mem-

“bers, or by any ebftruction to their proccedings ; they may alfo punifh, by imprifonment, any perfon who

fhall be guilty of a breach of privilege, by arrefting on civil procefs, or by aflaulting, ‘any of their mem-
bers, during their {itting, or on their way to or return from the houfe of dclegates, or;gy any affault of
or obftruttion to their officers, in the execution of any order. or procefs, or by affaulting or obftrudting
any witnefs, or any other perfon, attending on, or on their way to or from, the houfe, or by refcuing any-
perfon committed by the houfe 5 and the fenate may exercife the fame power, in fimilar cafes, e
_13. T'hat the treafurers (one for the weftern and another for the caftern fhore) and the commiffioners

of the loan-office, may be appointed by the houfe of délegates during their pleafure, and in cafe of refufal,

death, refiznatior, difqualihcation, or removal out of the ftate, of any of the faid commiflioners or trea.
’ 13 y duq ’ ) y -

furers, in-the recefs of the general affembly, “the governor, with the advice of the council, may appoint
“and commiflion-a fit and proper perfon to fuch vacant office, to hold the fame until the meeting of the

next general affembly. . . ‘ S _ »

14. That the fenate be chofen in the following manner: All perfons, qualified as aforefaid to vote for
county delegates, fhall, on the firft Monday of September, 1781, :and on the fame-day in every fifth year
for ever thereafier, cledly viva vocs, by a majority of votes, two perfons of their refpeltive counties, qua~
lifed as aforetaid to be clected county delegates, to be electors. of the fenate ; “and the theriff of cach coun-
ty, or in caft of ficknefs, his deputy, (fummoning two juflices of the county, who are required to attend -
for the prefervation of the peace) ‘fhall hold and be judgze of the faid cleltion, and make return thercof as

15, That the faid cleors of the fenate mect at the city, of Ailrlapo]is;-'_' or fuch other plaée as ‘ﬂi:a]l be

- appointed for convening the legiflature, on the third Monday in September, 1781, and on the fame day
- wevery fiith year for ever thereafier, and they, or any twenty-four of them, fo met, fhall proceed to eleét,
. by ballot,- eitger out of their own body, or the people at Jarge, fificen fenators, (nine of whom to be refi-




