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* XIL: "This aét.to conhence on the firf day.of Oftober next,”and continge in
force for ‘three years. from that day, ‘dnd to.‘the-end of the next feflion of af-- -
fembly which fhall happen after the end of the faid:thtee years., -~ "

.

N Contiﬁued for three y'e_ars;&é‘-. ‘ by the at of Fcbm&ry,1777,chl7, andfor f_feir;n' years, &C. ’by tl;e .
. att of March, 1780, ch. 212 -~ T TR R R U
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¥ FERE end the lows under the proprietary government. | The arbitrdry atls
A of the king and parliament of Great-Btitain hoving maniféfied a fettled defign
. of enflaving ber colonies in North-dmerica,. a determined fpirit of oppofitions
in a little time, pervaded every part of the continent which now belongs to the United
States. From-this period, notwithfianding the mere forms of the ancient governments.
qvere permitted a little longer-to fubfift, -there was no real autbority except that deri-

wed immediately from the people. - In Maryland, and indeed in moft of the other colo-
- mies, the people, without waiting o et what was doné indther places, affembled
 and entered info the moft [pirited refotves. ~ In thefe they univerfally-expreffed a deter-

mination of coinciding with: their brethren in any meafures, that might be deemed pro-

. per, for procuring & redrefs of grievances. In generdl, “they declared their ‘opinion;

“that all conimercial intercourfe with their unnatural parent. catintry fbould be fufpend-
ed 5 and they appointed delegates to' meet, on the 242 day of fune, 1774, 1% @ pro-.

- wincial convention, which was invefled with full powers to adopt any -meafures that

might bejitggg/led»'by the united wifdom qf‘tbe-‘z_z{l{olé;.f R T TP
“After thefe firft meetings, and until the formation of a fixed and permanent govern=

ment, in the year 1776, the fupreme legiflative, executive and judicial powers, refided

in provincial conventions, or in. councils of fafety, chofen by conventions. In each
Sdunty, likewife, a legiflative - and judicial authority was at firft exercifed by commit-
tees, elected from time to time, and fuperceded at the will of the peaple. A
mifiration, the immediate off spring of meceffity, might bave been reas

“Such an admi

" fonably expected to be fubverfive of that liberty qwbich it was intended to fecure;. But |
in the courfe of more than two years, during which it was cheerfully fubmitted to by
" all, except the advocates for Britifb ufurpation, although many occafions’ occurred in

5, that during the whole memorable. 1

- of public virtue as bas fearcely a parallel in the annals of the world.

“ahich an intemperate zeal tranfported men beyond the juft bounds of moderation, not.a
Sfingle perfon fell a vickim to the oppreffion of this irregular government. The truth
' , interval, between the fall of the old, and the in-

Pitution of the new form of government, there appeared to exift qmang;/l‘u;;ﬁwb a fund:
K m nnals o] ibe woria ithout this,
the oppofition of a country. unfRilled in war, deftitute of arms, inferior far in nimbers,

. and wanting alioft every thing for which it bad before relied folely on its now invete-
rate enemics, the oppofition of fuch a people to the efforts of tbe moft powerful nation.

on the globe, would bave been feeble indeed. - There were, moreovery among ff us, men’
ot fired by t be gencral enthufiafm, men_ too of charatier, talents and influence, - who,

doubting the reality of that Jpirit and ﬁ””ﬁ’bﬂb ar dour - which Jeemed to animate all
 other claffes of men, and reqfoning as tbey thought from fure principles, concluded,

that the fubjugation of America would be effécted almoft as foon as it fbould be attempt- b
“ed. - Thefe men took their meafires accordingly. . . o T

 There are occurrences in awhich it would be tmpious to fuppofe that Divine Providence
dres ot ntofore. . Among  theeis the revelution of America, wbich bas taken place
Cégntrary to all reafonable calculation. But. it does not fall within the defign of .this

xoork 1o take any natice of this fingular event, except where-it has an immediate rela-

tion to the afls of legiflation bercin contained. Thus far is premifed by way of intro-
' duction to the proceedings and refolves of ‘that convention which _framed the conflitution
. under wwhich we new hve. o AR AN

L came 19 the jb,//o‘:‘gv}_zga‘rg/é./»z(lions;‘ 5

 On the 3d of Fuly, 1776, .'t/qvé‘ provincial 'corwé)z"ftz'm, t'lgézz ﬁ:tz‘rzg”:;dz""_ A}'map’o?i},‘_ |
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. R ESOLVE D, f?rﬁnt"éf;ﬁe_wfcoﬁw}éﬁti’dﬁ bc ‘elcévé_ﬂi fdﬁ:tﬁe' exprefspurpo&of formm anewgo- .‘ ;.

7 fafety and general \’vci@l‘ofthiscolqny’. AT T T A PSP IS SC IR AR
" Rrsarvep, That thereibe four reprefentatives chofen for each -of the diftricts ‘of Frederick county, -as

vernmént, by the authority of the people only,. and enating".and ordéring all things for the figgfervation,

- ~deferibed in the proceedings of the feflion of July laft;. tWO‘rcpréfengat}vé's‘_ for‘~th¢'-'qity"pf'Annapbl_is,.am{ | o

- two reprefentatives from the town 6f Baltimore. in Baltimore countyy and four reprefentatives for each coun< ° -

Tty in‘this provinge, except Frederick . county - aforcfaid; but that the inhabitants of Annapolis, and: Baltia_
- more-tawn be not allowed to vote for.reprefentatives for their refpe&ive countics, nor fhall the refolution

" be unlerftood to engage or fecure fuch repre

fentation -to ‘Annapolis or Baltimore-town, - but temporarilyy -




