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C.H A P. iflucd, in the points wherein thcy,are_,cnﬁded to have fuch preference ; h'c,.is likewife to,make an abftra&k -
.. III. . of the executions and other judicial procefs. In cdfes of difficulty he is to be affifted and dire@ed by thé .
: court ; and all his abftrats;"made ‘agreeably‘to this 4&; are“to be as effe®ual 4s'regular tecords, ..
“All ‘gaufes,. depending at the'time of the accident;” may; “at the eleQion of the plaintiffs, be determined = * -
- either in a fummary way,-upon the beft evidencc the. nature of the ¢afe will admit, ‘or in the Way ufed in’
chancery, bills being firft filed as in that court. ~Tfhe faid caufes may, -at the difcretion of the court, be’
continued frop term to term until next March'court, and no longer, unlefs evidence beyond fea may be”
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. But this a& is not to be conftrued fo as to”cure ‘any-defet.or irregularity not owing to the accident
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-aforefaid.. - -~ ) 3 .
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-~ An ACT for the prefervation of the breed of ith. -
Y HEREAS it is found by experience, that large quantities of young.
“fith, unfit for ufe, have been fér. many years paft killed and-deftroyed:

' by wears; dams, pots, -and Gther dgvices, formed and ereted in the ri-_
“vers of Sufquehanna 4nd Patuxerit, for the taking of fith, whereby great quanti-,
~ ties of fith, which were formerly to be found and taken in faid rivers, and other.
rivers in this province, are much diminithed, to-the great damage and injury of

the public; for remedy whereof, -~ °
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Preamble.
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Perfons notto 11, A5¢ it enadted, by the right honourable the bord proprictary, by and with the
buildorrepair gduice and tonfent of bis lordfbip’s governar,.and the upper and lower boufes of affer~
' }zﬁ;hff,;ing‘ bly, and the authorsty :of the fame, That if any perfon or perfons whatfoever,'

A, from and aftef the end of this feflion of aflémbly, fhall build, fet' up,’ repair or.
maintain, or fhall be aiding, affifting or abetting, in building, fetting up, re-:
pairing or maintaining, any fuch wears, fithing-dams, pots, or any other devices:

~whatfoever, for the taking of fith within the rivers aforefaid, by which the fith
may be obftructed from going: up or coming down the {aid rivers, ‘or.{hall take or
deftroy any kind of fith. whatfoever, in any fuch wear, fithing-dam, pot,.or other
device aforefaid, every fuch perfon or perfons, fo offending, contrary to the true

' " intent and meaning of this a&, being legally convicted thereof, by the oath of one ‘
or more credible witnefs or witnefles, or by his or their confeflion, fhall" forfeit

Penalty how and pay tht fum’of twenty pounds current money forevery fuch offence, one

o he recover- moiety of which fum, fo forfeited, to be paid to the informer or profecutor, and

ed and appli- . : . . . . , : .

ed. the other moiety thereof to be paid to the fheriff of the county where the recovery

| thall be had, to be by him’ paid and accounted for to the juftices of the feveral
county courts, rcfpe&ively, and by them applied towards clcaring the navigation
of the faid rivers; to be recovered by action of debt, bill, plaint or information,.
with full cofts of fuit, .in any county court of this province where fuch offender,

fhall be apprehended or refide.
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Wears, &c. TI1. And be it enafted, &y the authority, advice and confent aforefaid, That ite
‘may bede- * {ha]}" and may be lawful to and for any perfon or perfons whatfoever, to break,
frroyed. ‘throw down, remove and deftroy, all or any fuch wear or wears, fithing-dam, pot,
" or other device, built or fet up, or to be built or fet up, in the aforefaid rivers,
for catching of fith as aforefaid. - o | -

Pofons fued,  IV. @nd be it Tucthber enatten, &y zhe authority, advice and confent aforefaid,
- may pleadthe mPha¢ if any perfon or perfons fhall. be fued or impleaded for breaking, throwing
SR down, removing or deftroying any fuch wear or wears, fithing-dam, pot or other
device, built or fet up contrary to the true intent and meaning of this ad, it fhall =~
and may be lawful for fuch perfon or pérfons, to plead the general iffue, and give
~this a¢t and thé fpecial -matter in evidence; and if upon trial, the plaintiff or
plaintiffs fhall:be noafuit, -or. thall difcontinue his or their fuits, then, and in.

fuch cafe, the defendant or defendants fhall recover double cofts. .

Seansmay be V., Qnd be it further chadted, That no. perfon “or perfons whatfocever, fhall,
o drwn in Pa gom and after the twenticth day of February next, until the twentieth day of May.

tre zothof  enfuing, and fo yearly, and every year,. during the times 'afqrc.:falc}, .hale,’_draw:or. _

o ‘1‘;“?_{“.*“}:‘\" i® lay acrofs any fean or feans, thereby to catch any fifh-in the faid river of Patuxent,
T Myl from- Mount-Calvert to the head thereof, except on Tuefday, Wednefday, ‘Thurf-
| 1)';;4 days'in day and Friday, in cach week, during the times aforefaid and ,the"c_ont_i_nuangcigf
. each veck. o o o R . : S thas




